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JAMES IS BOUND FOR MALAWI 
 

James Hemphill, who is 
a  me mb e r o f 
G i l l y g o o l e y 
Congre gation , is 
travelling to Malawi in 
July.  James has teamed 
up with fourteen 
members of Edenderry 
Presbyterian Church 
with Habitat for 
Humanity NI.  James is 
a plumber by 
profession and his 
expertise will be used 
assisting to build 
houses.  His financial 
target for the project is 
£2000 and he is very 

appreciative of the support he has received within the community. 
James Hemphill receives a cheque for £405 from Mavis Elkin, Treasurer of 
Gillygooley Youth & Community Development Association.  The money was raised 
from the offering collected at the Associations Annual Carol Service. 

TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SOCIAL EVENTS 
 

During 2009 Trinity held a tea morning 
on every second Sunday prior to the 
church service. Donations given came 
to a total of £271.93. 
The money was divided up as follows: 
 

Youth and Childrens Project    
   £136.42 
Simon Duff Marathon - Blind Centre 
   £35.51  
Sam Hill Appeal        
   £100.00 
 

The Sam Hill appeal is to help with the 
costs of sending Sam to a specialist 
centre in England. Pictured right is 
Drew Hamilton presenting the cheque 
to Joanne Hill, aunt of Sam Hill. 
An Entertainment Concert is being 
held on Wednesday 31st March 2010 in Trinity Church Hall and it is hoped that this 
will raise more money for worthwhile causes. See next issue for a report. 

http://www.trinitypresbyterianchurchomagh.co.uk
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2ND YOUTH COFFEE MORNING 
 

The members of Gillygooley 2nd Youth are deeply indebted to Rev. Herron, Session & Committee of Trinity 
Presbyterian Church for the use of their hall for a fund raising coffee morning.  The event was organised by Jean 
McCutcheon to which sincere thanks is recorded.  As always our photographer was present to record the event. 

Younger people who assisted at the coffee morning 
are L-R Jade McGavigan, Amy and Cameron Clarke. 

L-R Iris Moffitt-Scott, Chairperson, talks to Grace and 
Claire White at the coffee morning. 

Jean McCutcheon, centre, with Office-bearers & 
Committee of 2nd Youth who organised the event. 

Deep in conversation at the coffee morning, L-R 
Noleen Clements, Edith Hemphill and Isobel Porter. 

Preparing the stalls are L-R Elizabeth McGavigan, 
Hazel McKelvey, Jean McCutcheon, Thelma Harknes 
and Liz Thompson. 

L-R Gertie Short and Margaret Hemphill waiting for 
the customers.  
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The next Moderator of the Presbyterian Church will be Rev Norman 
Hamilton (63), minister of Ballysillan Presbyterian Church in Belfast. 
Mr Hamilton was nominated by 11 out of the 19 Presbyteries who met on 
2nd March 2010 throughout Ireland to vote in a supplementary election for 
a new Moderator following last month's tie. He will take up office on 
Monday 7th June in succession to Dr Stafford Carson who continues as 
Moderator until that time. 
Rev Norman McAuley, minister of the Greenwell Street congregation in 
Newtownards, who tied with Mr Hamilton last month received the other 8 
nominations. 
Commenting on his election Mr Hamilton who has been minister of 
Ballysillan for the last 22 years said, "I am greatly humbled and surprised 

that this has come to me. I hope during my year to bring a very Biblical perspective to a wide range of issues that 
are important to both church and society," 
Voting for each candidate was as follows: 
Rev Norman Hamilton (Ballysillan) 11 Votes: Ards, North Belfast, East Belfast, South Belfast, Carrickfergus, 
Coleraine/Limavady, Derry/Donegal, Down, Dromore, Dublin/Munster and Monaghan. 
Rev Norman McAuley (Greenwell Street, Newtownards) 8 Votes: Armagh, Ballymena, Iveagh, Newry, Omagh, 
Route, Templepatrick and Tyrone. 
Rev Norman Hamilton (63) has been minister of Ballysillan Presbyterian Church in North Belfast for the last 22 
years. 
Well known for his involvement in the community life of North Belfast Mr Hamilton argues that there must be a 
"proper" place for the church in the life of our communities. 
"The way our society works is through the democratic process. Issues that affect people in the pews affect 
people in the community and affect our politicians and leaders too. The church needs to rediscover its place in 
civic society so that it plays an active and valued part for the benefit of all in our communities rather than just 
being one element among many looking after their own interests." 
Born in Lurgan on 6 October 1946 Thomas Norman Hamilton was brought up in First Lurgan Presbyterian Church 
and was educated at Portadown College graduating with a BA from Trinity College Dublin in 1969. 
He then began what he expected to be a life long career in the Civil Service but after seven years joined the staff 
of the Universities and Colleges Christian Fellowship, first as a regional worker in the North East of England and 
then taking responsibility for the work of the organisation in colleges across the UK. Then in 1980 he began 
training for the Presbyterian Ministry at Union Theological College and graduated with a BD from Queens three 
years later. 
Mr Hamilton was ordained as assistant minister in Lowe Memorial congregation in Finaghy before being called 
as minister to Ballysillan in 1988 where his ministry has been marked by extensive involvement in community 
relations work and for which he was awarded an OBE in 2007. 
He is presently a member of the General Assembly's Church and Society Committee. 
A French and German speaker, Mr Hamilton is also a keen photographer and is married to Evelyn with one 
daughter, Julie. 

Hamilton Elected As Next Presbyterian Moderator 
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Gillygooley Community Choir 
 

Amanda Graham who was accompanist to the Community 
Choir has stepped down from this position in December 
after training the Choir since its formation, now in its 4th 
year.  Amanda has been a faithful member throughout the 
years and accompanied the choir at many appearances and 
venues including Harvest and Christmas church services, 
nursing homes, charity events and even at the 12th July 
2008 in Omagh. In December a presentation as a token of 
the choirs’ appreciation was made to Amanda.  We take 
this opportunity to thank her for her dedication and wish 
her well in the future. 
Photo: Diane Mills (centre) presenting Amanda Graham 
with a flower arrangement, while Andrew Scott looks on. 

GILLYGOOLEY YOUTH CLUB 
 

The Club is enjoying another very successful season with 
enrolment in the Senior Club having to be closed due to the 
excessive numbers wishing to join.  Bernie Liggett who has 
been a leader for 13 years has retired from the voluntary 
position.  Bernie was a most dedicated leader who 
espoused the best in young people generating great energy 
and skill for the development of young people in her 
charge. 
Photo: Sharon McFarland Treasurer (right) presenting a 
bouquet of flowers and a gift voucher to Bernie at a recent 
social function. 
The club attracts membership from an area far beyond the 
realms of Gillygooley and has been in existence for almost 
36 years.  Additional leaders are required if it is to continue 
at its present level.  At a time when a minority of our youth 
are being lambasted for anti social behaviour and parents 
complain of the lack of suitable venues for them to 

congregate and meet with their peers in a safe environment it would be regrettable if the present level of 
activities had to be curtailed due to lack of leaders.  If you could be of assistance to the Club Management team 
contact the Secretary, Alison Hemphill  Tel: 028 8283 1773, and anyone interested in the position of Leader-in-
Charge please contact Raymond King Tel: 028 8283 1444. 

GILLYGOOLEY RECOGNISE SENIOR MEMBER 
 

Peggy Fyffee has been a life-long member of 
Gillygooley Presbyterian Church who for many 
years was responsible as Treasurer of the Church’s 
finances.  She has always been a very regular 
attendee and seldom absent from her pew on a 
Sunday morning.  Following a period of incapacity, 
congregation members were delighted to have 
the opportunity to wish her a happy birthday at 
morning service on the occasion of her 90th 
birthday. 
Photo: Peggy Fyffee, who attended Church on her 
90th birthday, being presented with a bouquet of 
flowers by Rev. Herron. 
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The 20th Birthday of Chatterbox Playgroup in 
Gillygooley was marked with a reunion party. 
Formers leaders, committee members and parents 
held a party on the premises in December to 
celebrate this significant milestone.  Chatterbox is 
located behind Gillygooley Orange Hall.  It was 
formed in 1989 by a group of parents to address the 
need for pre-school facilities for their children.  
Initially the playgroup used the hall but as the 
premises are multi-used by other organisations this 
proved unsatisfactory.   

Following a successful funding application a new 
purpose building was built in the grounds of the 
Orange Hall.  There are currently two members of 
staff, Karen Alexander and Trenda Crankshaw.  
Enrolment has attracted children from far beyond the 
realms of the Gillygooley area.  At a recent ETI 
inspection the group were granted a high standard of 
approval.  At the reunion a large number of people 
gathered to celebrate the achievements of the 
playgroup over two decades.   
Registration for enrolment for September 2010 is 
currently being taken. Telephone 028 8224 2006 
between 9am and noon. 

Ruth Cousins, right, Chatterbox chairperson 
discussing current enrolment with from left, Karen 
Donaldson, Anne Dougherty, Alison Hemphill, Karen 
Alexander and Margaret Henderson at a reunion 
party to mark 20 years of the group. 

Cutting the cake are Anne Dougherty (1st play group 
leader) and Karen Alexander (Leader). 

Elaine King, left, past chairperson with Trendy 
Crankshaw, Assistant Leader, at the 20th Anniversary 
event. 

Leaders & members of Chatterbox Playgroup on their 
20th Anniversary  Leaders L-R Karen Alexander and 
Trenda Crankshaw.  Back L-R Anna Lipczynski, Beth 
Cousins, Oliver King, Sarah Carson and Luke Cousins.  
Front L-R Gareth Forsythe, Connie Walker and 
Helena Caldwell. 

Chatterbox Playgroup Marks 20th Birthday 
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Gillygooley Youth & Community Development 
Association held its second annual carol service in 
Gillygooley Presbyterian Church on Sunday 13th 
December.  The Congregation followed the 
Christmas message in lessons, carols, music and 
poetry.  The Rev. Robert Herron welcomed everyone 
and opened the Service with a prayer.  The praise 
was led by Gillygooley Community Choir who also 
sang three anthems ‘Come join the Celebrations’, 
‘Joy to the World’ and ‘Love came down at 
Christmas’ accompanied by Beverley Black, whilst 
Gillygooley Youth Choir sang two carols ‘Ding dong 
Merrily on High’ and ‘Little Donkey’.  Kyra McKinley 
sang a solo entitled ‘Mary’s Boy Child’.  Special 
musical accompaniment was by Jessica Sproule and 
Malcolm Donald.  The lessons were read by 
representatives of the organisations who use the 
Orange Hall complex and constitute the Community 

Association.  William King - Gillygooley Presbyterian 
Church, Rosemary King - Gillygooley Sunday School, 
Ruth Cousins - Chatterbox Playgroup, Allison 
Hemphill - Gillygooley Youth Club, David McKinley - 
Gillygooley Pipe Band, Raymond King - Gillygooley 
LOL 339, Fred Chambers - Gillygooley Community 
Alert, Errol Thompson - Corlea Apprentice Boys and 
Mavis Elkin - Gillygooley Y.C.D.A.  A Christmas poem 
entitled “Christmas and The Christ Child” was read 
by John Hall - Gillygooley 2nd Youth.  The offering, 
which was in aid of Habitat Malawi, was received by 
Allison Hemphill - Gillygooley Youth Club and Robbie 
Donald - Gillygooley LOL 339.  The Rev Robert Herron 
brought the service to a close and Andrew Scott, 
Community Association chairman expressed his 
thanks to everyone for their support and attendance 
and invited everyone to the Orange Hall for 
refreshments and fellowship. 

Members of Gillygooley Community Choir who led the praise at the annual carol Service.  
Front Row L-R Beverley Black (Accompanist) Jessica Sproule, Emma and Stephanie Hunter, Kyra McKinley,  
2nd Row L-R Heather McKinley, Wilma Porter, Diane Mills, Twyla Moffitt, Linda Hunter, Margaret Hemphill, 
Margaret Hemphill (no I haven’t made a mistake we do have two!) and Joyce Smyth.   
Back Row L-R Sharon McFarland, Ian Ross, Raymond McKinley, Lorna Graham, Claire McKernan and, missing 
from photo, Andrew Scott. 

COMMUNITY CAROL SERVICE 
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Youth Choir who sang on the night L-R Jessica 
Sproule, Carol Fleming, Megan Harpur, Emma 
McFarland and Jessica Harpur. 

Kyra McKinley who sang ‘Mary’s Boy Child’. 

L-R  Ben Thompson, Malcolm McKinley, Malcolm 
Donald and Alan Thompson following the 
Community Carol Service. 

Enjoying each others company  Emily Young (Left) 
and Pansy Creery. 

L-R Joe King, Ellen Fyffe, Lorna Graham and Ethel 
King enjoying a cup of tea after the service. 

L-R Linda Sproule with David and Linda McIlwaine 
following the carol service. 

Myra and Robbie Alexander. 
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In 1999 Gillygooley Youth and Community 
Development Association decided to welcome the new 
millennium with a Christmas community Party for 
older people.  It was intended that this be a one off 
event but such was its success that it has continued to 
be an annual event attracting a larger attendance 
every year.  The guests were treated to a wine 
reception on arrival before settling down to enjoy an 
afternoon of entertainment including music song and 
dance.  Those performing were Big Dave from 
Aghadowey, Fergus & Alice Hughes from Dromore, 
Local Girl Lyndsay Scott, Gillygooley Community Choir 
Accompanied by Beverly Black, Drew Forbes and Joe 
King.  Following a delightful afternoon tea, Santa 
distributed presents to all present.  The compere for 
the afternoon was Andrew Scott, community 
Chairman. 

L-R Andrew Scott Chairperson Congratulates Peggy 
Fyffee whose 90th birthday was also celebrated at 
the annual Community Party. 

Some members of Gillygooley Y.C.D.A. Committee 
who organised the Community Party.  L-R 
Andrew Scott, Lorna Graham, Mavis Elkin, Fred 
Chambers, Alison Hemphill, Sharon McFarland, 
Jennifer O’Donnell with Lyndsay Scott and Santa. 

With Santa are members of 2nd Youth who assisted 
at the Community Party. L-R Eric Crawford, Sadie 
Clements, Jean Ellis, Hazel McKelvey, Wilma Porter, 
Liz Thompson, Margaret Hemphill, Stanley Short and 
Iris Moffitt-Scott. 

L-R May Armstrong, Mary Cooper and Jean Creery 
enjoying the Community Party. 

Gillygooley Community Christmas Party 
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Presbyterian News in Brief 
by Gillygooley Correspondent 

 

Moderator Elect 
At the time of going to press the 19 presbyteries in Ireland have failed to elect a new Moderator.  The February 
Presbytery meeting ended with a tied vote between Rev Norman Hamilton minister of Ballysillan Church in 
North Belfast and the Rev Norman McAuley minister of Greenwell St Church, Newtownards who each received 
five nominations.  At this stage all other nominates were eliminated and a further vote will be taken at a later 
stage.   
The Rev Hamilton (63) has been actively engaged in peace and reconciliation work in an area in North Belfast 
that has tragically borne the scars of the troubles and his vital community roll was recognised with the award of 
an O.B.E. in 2007.  Rev Hamilton is Minister to 450 families.  The Rev McAuley (53) is minister of one of the 
largest Presbyterian Churches in Ireland with 915 families.  The successor will replace Rev Dr Stafford Carson 
who will continue in office until the General Assembly in June. 
 
Moderator visits Omagh 
The Moderator Rev Dr Stafford Carson spent a week in February visiting various Congregations within the 
Omagh Presbytery.  The whirlwind tour included several farms, schools, residential homes and businesses 
attending a total of twenty seven events in six days.  At the conclusion of the tour Ministers and their wives were 
entertained to a superb meal in Gillygooley Orange Hall.  Ladies from Gillygooley Congregation under the 
guidance of Karen Hannigan provided and organised the meal. 

Gillygooley Walking Club 
 

Commences Wednesday 21st April at 7:30pm 
 

@ Gillygooley Orange Hall 
 

Adults £1 per night, Children Free (All children must be accompanied by an adult) 
 

Light refreshments on your return to the hall 
 

Everyone Welcome!!!! 
 

For further information contact Iris Moffitt-Scott on telephone: 8224 2895 or Diane Mills on telephone: 8224 6553 

L-R Ellen McConnell & Meta McFarland receiving 
their gifts from Santa. 

Edith Hemphill receiving attention from Santa at the 
Gillygooley Community Party. 
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OBITUARY 
 

It was with deep sadness and regret that the congregation of Gillygooley and 
surrounding area learned of the untimely death of Linda Smyth.  Following a 
period of ill health Linda passed away peacefully on 6th January 2010.  Linda was 
a devoted wife, mother, daughter, sister and friend to all who had the pleasure 
of knowing her.  Linda’s quiet and endearing nature and the warmth she 
generated made her a welcoming host to all who visited her home or knew her.  
Linda was the eldest daughter of Andy and Isobel Monteith born at 
Mullaghmore.  Her educational journey started in Deverney Primary School later 
moving to Campsie Primary and later Omagh Academy where she attained ten 
'O' Levels. 
On leaving school Linda took up employment in the Northern Bank which 
involved working in several branches throughout the County.  Linda was a 
diligent and valued member of staff loved and respected by all her work 
colleagues. 
Linda met William when she was 16 and they were married in St Columbas 
Parish Church on 16th August 1980.  In 1986 Linda, William and their daughters 

Lisa and Nicola travelled to Tortola in the Caribbean where Jonathan was born.  William worked with Cable and 
Wireless before moving to Providenciales in the British West Indies some five years later deciding to return 
home in 1994. 
On their return to Culbuck Linda took up employment with the Western Education & Library Board first as a 
meals supervisor in Gillygooley P.S. and later as classroom assistant in Newtownstewart P.S.  Linda’s love of 
children also attracted her to Gillygooley Youth Club where she was a voluntary leader for seven years.  Linda led 
a very active and healthy lifestyle as a qualified Aerobic Instructor and she tried to covey to others the benefits 
of healthy living in her aerobic classes. 
Linda had a great love of the countryside and nature and enjoyed long walks with her mother Isobel and dog 
Murphy. Also a keen dancer, William and Linda were a pleasure to watch jiving on the dance floor. 
Linda’s positive attitude and selfless life touched all who knew her and her commitment and concern for family 
and others even at a time of great adversity in her own life was to be admired.  The Congregation and 
Community of Gillygooley have lost a dear friend but to her family, William, Lisa, Nicola, Jonathan, Mum, Dad, 
brother, sisters and family circle, there is a void which can never be filled. 
Deepest sympathy from Gillygooley Congregation.  
 
Linda’s daughter Lisa read the following poem as a tribute to her Mum:- 

Linda Smyth 1959 - 2010 

When you see a butterfly, dancing colours flying by 
A willowy feather rising high and a gentle pink rose, 
soft as a sigh 
When a colourful rainbow appears in the sky 
You will know, I am standing by 
 
I am still sparkling, I am nearby 
The shiniest star you can see in the sky 
 
Like the joy I brought you while I was here 
I am glistening inside every tear 
I am shining, I am bright, I am Linda, I am in the light 
 
I am always beside you, each step that you take 

I sit and think with you, each decision you make 
I walk with you, talk with you and feel you so near 
Although you can’t see me, I hold you so dear 
 
I am always with you and will always be there 
Every breath that you take, I am in the air 
Think of me singing a song so sweet 
In a beautiful place where one day we will meet 
‘Til then I am sleeping in heavenly peace 
 
I’m safe and I’m happy 
I’m holding your hand 
 
I am always with you. 

I AM IN THE LIGHT 
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Membership of Gillygooley 2nd Youth 50+ club 
continues with new members being welcomed at 
each meeting.  Topics at meeting have ranged from 
'cooking for one' demonstrations, energy efficiency 
advice, to 'Caring for Body and Mind'.  'Out of Centre 
Activities' have included the pantomime 'Cinderella' 
in  the Strule Arts Centre and a trip to Lifford and 
Clonleigh Club for an afternoon of music and song.  
Forthcoming events include a soup lunch with 
entertainment in Gillygooley Orange Hall and a 
conducted tour of Belfast City Hall followed by a meal 
in the Ramada Hotel, Shaws Bridge.  Three members 
recently travelled to the Ulster Transport Museum, 
Cultra for a Group Organisers Event which was 
organised by the Northern Ireland Tourist Board 
under the heading 'Great Days Out for Groups' 
(New members are always welcome. For further 
information contact Iris Tel 82242895.) 

L-R Iris Moffitt-Scott and Margaret Hemphill who 
attended the Group Organisers Event’ in the former 
1st Omagh Presbyterian Church which has been 
rebuilt at Cultra. 

Caught on camera at the 2nd Youth Christmas meal 
are L-R Jean Ellis, Ethel King and Agnes Kyle. 

L-R Margaret and Edith Hemphill. 

L-R Dorothy King and Irene McCauley await to be 
served in Rue before their Christmas meal. 

Relaxing before their meal. L-R Ben Thompson 
Sandie & Irene Brown and Beatrice Alexander. 

Out & About with Gillygooley 2nd Youth 



Useful Contacts 
 

If you require support or information regarding Gillygooley Presbyterian Church or Gillygooley Youth & 
Community Development Association please contact the following: 
 
Gillygooley Presbyterian Church – Rev. Robert Herron Tel: 8224 3776 
 
Sunday School – Beverly Tel: 8224 7047 
 
Gillygooley Youth & Community Development Association – Andrew Tel: 8224 2895 
 
Gillygooley Youth Club –  Jennifer Tel: 8224 1831 
        Alison Tel: 8283 1773 
 
Gillygooley 2nd Youth (50+ club) - Iris Tel: 8224 2895 
 
Chatterbox Playgroup - Linda Tel: 8224 3146 
 
Gillygooley Community Choir - Andrew Tel: 8224 2895 
 
Gillygooley Community Alert –  Fred Tel: 8224 2708 
           Eric Tel: 8224 6511 
 
Gillygooley Walking Club – Iris Tel: 8224 2895 
         Diane Tel: 8224 6553 
 
Gillygooley Pipe Band (piping or drumming lessons) – William Tel: 8224 8494 
 
Gillygooley LOL 339 – Raymond Tel: 8283 1444 
 
Fairy Water Farmers Group – Mervyn Tel: 8283 1355 
 
Gillygooley Primary School – Tel: 8224 2932 

Youth in Focus 
 

Nicola Hemphill is a first year pupil at Omagh Academy and a member of 
Gillygooley Congregation where she regularly attends church and 
Sunday school.  She is a keen football enthusiast and plays for Cappagh 
Spurs Junior Ladies Football Club.  Her team recently competed in ‘The 
Clubs for Young People Competition’ qualifying for the Northern Ireland 
Finals at Lisburn which they won.  Next stop was Manchester for the UK 
finals but their journey was to be a tortuous one with the team missing 
their boat and having to travel on a later sailing.  Tired and weary they 
arrived at their accommodation at a late hour – not the preparation 
their trainer had planned for the taxing day ahead.  Cappagh Spurs rose 
to the challenge with Nicola playing in defence and the team securing 
the silverware to be crowned UK Champions.  “Well done Nicola!  Well 
done Cappagh Spurs!” Nicola has also been crowned by her club as the 
best newcomer.  She is a member of Gillygooley Youth Club who can 
compete with any of the boys in her indoor football skills.  An avid 
Liverpool supporter, Nicola takes her football seriously. Her other hobby 
is cycling. 
Photo: Nicola practising her football skills in her Cappagh Spurs Strip. 
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1ST OMAGH BB ACTIVITIES 
Here are some photographs taken this February when 1st Omagh BB members enjoyed the activities of Ten Pin 
bowling at Pennyburn and .22 Rifle shooting at Lisbellaw. A good time was had by all and anyone wishing to join 
in the fun of future events should contact Drew Hamilton. 
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Where are they now? 
 

Continuing my ‘Where Are They Now?’ series for former members of Gillygooley Presbyterian Church, my 
journey in this issue takes me to Canada.  In the last issue I followed the story of how Sammy Alexander departed 
the shores of Ireland to make a better life for his family in Australia.  In this issue his sister Joy shares with us the 
heartache she encountered prompting her to depart from Ulster soil to seek a new life in Canada in 1974. 

Photo: Joy Alexander, Tarlum during her school days in Omagh. 
In 1974 Garnet and I moved to Canada not because we wanted to leave Ireland, but we 
feared for our lives and could not take anymore of the troubles.  We lived in the 
village of Killeter which is very close to the border with Donegal and we operated a 
sub post office and general store there.  We received several bomb threats causing us 
to leave our home and run for the hills not knowing if we were running away from 
danger or into danger.  If we ever went out for the evening or came up to Omagh to 
visit the family we were very nervous going back into our house as we did not know if 
it had been bobby trapped or not.  Our best friend was shot dead in front of us in our 
store and in front of his children.  This ordeal was very hard to accept and shortly 
thereafter, we were bombed and were extremely lucky to escape with only injuries as 
our shop and home was nothing more that a pile of rubble.  This was the deciding 
point for us to move. (At that time little did Joy realise that her family were to 
experience further trauma and suffering when her younger brother Ronnie was 

murdered by a landmine explosion in July 1983.) 
Garnet wanted to go to Calgary, Canada and of course I had never been out of Ireland so I agreed to go.  Our plane 
touched down at Winnipeg and I will never forget as I sat on the runway looking out of the widow wondering to 
myself what on earth I was doing in this forsaken country that was so cold beyond anything I had ever witnessed 
with snow piled about two feet high!  Anyhow shortly after we arrived in Calgary with similar weather conditions, 
no family or friends to meet us, no jobs to go to, only $500 to our name (the English government would not allow 
us to take our money out for 2 years) and our entire worldly possessions in five suitcases.  We really had to 
commence building our lives and home again from very basic beginnings.  I got a job right away with the 
Metropolitan Calgary Foundation housing for seniors.   

Photo: Joy as Head cook at the Metropolitan Calgary Foundation 
This organization operated 15 seniors’ lodges and several self contained apartments.  I 
started as head cook in one of their lodges close to Stampede Park which is known as 
the home of the greatest outdoor show on earth - ‘The Calgary Stampede’.  Garnet got 
a job working in a department store as the furniture manager.  Calgary was booming 
when we arrived in 1974 and accommodation was extremely hard to find.  For almost 
three weeks we lived in a motel and from there we moved into an apartment.  After 
about a year we moved to a semi detached house which gave us more room and a 
yard.  This was to be a stepping stone for a year until we could get our money from 
Ireland and then we could buy a house.  Garnet and I continued to work for the same 
companies, working our way up the ladder.  After the two years were up we applied 
for our money only to find that the English government had changed the rules and we 
would have to wait two more years!  This was very disappointing news as we badly 

wanted to have a home that was ours and not to be paying rent to a landlord.  We had had enough of paying rent so 
we went house hunting and were able to purchase a small starter home and were so happy that we finally had a 
place to call home.  Two years later we received our money from the English 
government but instead of selling our present home and upgrading we decided to 
purchase some rental property and rent it out.  We purchased a four plex (4 separate 
apartments under one roof).  Approximately 5 years later we sold the four plex and 
our home for a tidy profit and bought a nice big home.  Garnet changed his job to 
become the foreman in a fertilizer plant and I continued to work for the 
Metropolitan Calgary Foundation in management.  In 2007 I retired from the 
Metropolitan Calgary Foundation giving them 33 years of service.  I thought I was 
ready for retirement but in April 2008 I started working for the foothills foundation 
doing the exact same job until present day.  My years spent in Canada have been 
great and I really enjoy the life style that Canada offers.  I miss Ireland and my 
family very much especially my father, but I must say that having two step children 
and five grand children has definitely filled the void in my life. 

Photo: Joy during a recent visit to her father. 
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CHILDRENS PAGE 
 

Use the pictures to answer the questions  
On a separate page can you draw a picture of part of the Easter Story? 

 
 
 
1. Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a _________________________. 
 
 
 
            2. The people waved _____________________. 
 
 
 
3. At the last supper Jesus washed the disciple’s ________________. 
 
 
 
          4. The _______________ was to represent Jesus body. 
 
 
 
5. The _______________ was to represent Jesus blood. 
 
 
 
       6. Judas betrayed Jesus for 30 silver ____________________________. 
 
 
 
7. Jesus was crucified on a ________________________. 
 
 
 
       8. Jesus was crucified beside two ______________________________. 
 
 
 
9. When the women went to the tomb the ___________ was rolled away. 
 
 
 
        10. Three days after Jesus was crucified he _________________ again. 
 

Please Note: We can only accept Primary School Entrants.   
Please indicate which church you belong to on the entry.  

 
Please forward entries to Andrew Scott, Aughmoyle House, 41 Gillygooley Road Omagh, BT78 5PP no later that 4 

weeks after publication.  If more than one correct entry is received from either church a draw will be made. 
Please send in whole page including name and address. 

 
Last issue’s winners: Trinity -   Emily Buchanan                Gillygooley -  Glenn McKinley  
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On Sunday 20th December 2009 Rev 
Herron led Trinity in its Christmas 
Carol Service. The lessons were very 
well read by David Moore, Hannah 
Patterson, Kirstin Duncan, Bonita 
Clarke, Romy Kerrigan, Katie 
Buchanan, Naomi Duncan and 
finished by Rev Herron reading  
John 1 v 1-14.  The senior choir sang 
A day of glory, The wild wood carol 
and His praises we’ll sing, 
accompanied by Stanley Matthews 
on the organ whilst the junior choir 
sang Little donkey, The cat and 
mouse carol and We wish you a 
merry Christmas led by Wendy 
Irwin. The congregation sang Once 
in royal Davids city, O little town of 
Bethlehem, Hark! The herald angels 
sing, Away in a manger, Silent night, 
holy night, In the bleak mid-winter 
and O come, all you faithful. The 
Church was looking very festive and 
a big thank-you goes to all those 
who helped to decorate it. 

CHRISTMAS AT TRINITY 

David Moore reading Isaiah 9 v 2, 6 & 7 

Hannah Patterson reading Isaiah 52 v 7-10 

Kirstin Duncan reading Micah 5 v 2-4 

Bonita Clarke reading Luke 1 v 26-35 

Romy Kerrigan reading Luke 2 v 4-7 

Katie Buchanan reading Luke 2 v 8-16 

Naomi Duncan reading Matthew 2 v 1-11 

Rev Herron reading John 1 v 1-14 
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On Stage 
 

Gillygooley Community Choir are pleased to welcome Beverly Black as their new accompanist. Beverly who is no 
stranger to the Gillygooley area has indeed her work cut out as she is now training the choir for their first 
appearance on stage at the Strule Arts Centre in March as part of a cross community project organised by 
Omagh District Council. This is an event which will take place for one night only! It is hoped that both Gillygooley 
Pipe Band and Gillygooley drama Group will perform as well on the night as part of the half hour entertainment 
from Gillygooley Youth and Community Development Association. 

1st OMAGH BB WIN WEST ULSTER 5-A-SIDE COMPETITION 
Pictured below is the 1st Omagh Boys Brigade Junior Section A Team who recently won the West Ulster 
Battalion 5-a-side indoor football competition held in the 2000 Centre, Newtownstewart. The officers and boys 
would like to say thank you to all their supporters and look forward to participating again next year. 
Back L-R: Alan Duff (Leader), Luke Stockdale, Alexander Stewart, Jordan Chisholm, Jack Hall and Andy McKernan 
(Leader)  Front: Joel Peden. 

The Junior Choir as they performed one of their three carols The Senior Choir as they performed one of their three carols 
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BIBLE CLASS OUTING 
 

The Bible Class Outing (Trinity and Gillygooley) was held on 12th December past, back at the Brunswick Bowling 
Centre, Londonderry by popular demand. A good evening was had by all, packed with fun, bowling, food, 
amusements and of course the craic on the bus.  A very big thank you goes to those who organised it and 
accompanied the Class on the evening. 

L-R: Emma Hunter, Joanne Clarke, Nicola Scanlon, 
Nicola Hemphill, Grace Monteith, Janice Caldwell and 
Lindsey Carson. 

L-R: Kirstin Duncan, Naomi Duncan, Harley Semple, 
Hannah Patterson, Amy Patterson, Emma Moore and 
Megan Smyth. 

TRINITY and GILLYGOOLEY PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 

 The December meeting was chaired by Mavis Jardine owing to the death of leader Claire McElhinney’s father.  
Mavis welcomed everyone, especially Rev. John Murdoch, the speaker for the evening.  The hymn “Love came 
down at Christmas” was sung and a portion from the Bible,  Matthew 1 v 18-24, was read.  A suitable prayer 
followed.  Sympathy was expressed to Claire on the death of her father  - Mr. Huston.  There were twenty ladies 
present.  Speaker Rev. Murdoch then gave a very interesting address about his holiday in the Galapagos Islands.  
These Islands are 600 miles off the coast of Ecuador – South America.  About 12,000 people live there.  Rev. 
Murdoch saw many different kinds of animals, for example – tortoises, sea turtles, lizards, iguanas, albatrosses, 
penguins and blue – footed boobys (a bird).  He showed photographs of the many different species of animals 
and birds that are native to the islands. 
 Audrey Mc Connell presented Rev. Murdoch with a small token of appreciation for his talk.  Supper was 
served by the ladies.   Due to the inclement weather the January meeting did not take place. 
 Leader Claire McElhinney opened the February meeting with a welcome to everyone present.  There were 
nineteen ladies present. Claire said a prayer 
and the hymn “I hear your welcome voice” 
was sung.  The Bible reading was the Potter’s 
Wheel with a related poem on the same 
theme.  Correspondence regarding a PW 
Road Show was received which is to be held 
in Dromore on 20th March.  A letter of thanks 
was read out from Logos International.  Hazel 
McCay then showed a video about her 
daughter Wendy’s elective as a medical 
student in Kenya and Rwanda in August and 
September 2007.  Everyone enjoyed the 
commentary that Hazel provided during the 
video.  Claire thanked Hazel for her 
contribution to the evening. Supper was 
served and the ladies then had their usual 
chat with their friends to end the proceedings.  L-R Hazel McCay and Claire McElhinney enjoying a meeting. 
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Girls Winners  L-R: 3rd Place Harley Semple, 2nd 
Place Grace Monteith and 1st Place Hannah 
Patterson with a brilliant score of 147. 

L-R: David McKinley, Beverley Fleming ( Gillygooley), 
Adele Donald and Noel Donald (Trinity). 

L-R: Calvin McKinley, Graeme Walker, Stephen 
Hempill,  Ryan Stewart and Kyle McKinley. 

 L-R: Sarah Moore, Beth Ferguson, Carol Fleming, 
Leah McIlwaine, Jessica Sproule and Rachel 
Armstrong. 

L-R: Matthew Mills, Jack Hannigan, Jack Stevenson, 
Errol McKinley and Matthew McKernan. 

L-R: Bryan Fleming, Matthew Noble, Ryan McFarland 
and Timothy Anderson. 

Boys Winners  L-R: 2nd place Graeme Walker, 1st 
Place with score of 140 Timmy Anderson and 3rd 
place Stephen Hemphill. 
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Remembrance 
Day Parade in 
Omagh 2009 

 

Pictured left are some of 
the members of 1st 
Omagh Boys Brigade 
who took part in the 
Remembrance Sunday 
parade in Omagh in 
November 2009. 

TRINITY FINANCES 
 

Report on Trinity Church Accounts as at 31st December 2009 by the Treasurer, Ronnie Keys. 
 

 The past year has been a difficult one for us all. Financial institutions have been paying practically no interest 

on savings, borrowing restrictions remain very tight and worst of all, people are losing their jobs and businesses 

continue to fail. The Church, as you would expect, has been badly affected as well. 

 As an example of our fall in income, last year we received interest for our bank balances of £2,643 while this 

year we received just £307. 

 The failure of the Presbyterian Mutual Society has also had a noticeable affect on our income with a loss of 

some £11,000 dividend income. A good proportion of this income would be going to World Development and 

other charities but nevertheless, it is extremely sad to see. 

 In the past year Freewill Offerings fell by about £2,500. While this is disappointing I feel it is not too bad 

considering the economic climate. 

 I can only hope and pray for a turn round in the economy in the near future and that you will all continue to 

support your Church to the best of your ability. 

 

Record of Baptisms, Marriages and Deaths in the Congregations  
 

Baptisms in Trinity 
15 Oct Matthew Joseph Ian 

 McFarland 
13 Dec Annie McGarry 
27 Dec Ellen Frances Agnes 
 Winters 

 
 
 
 
  

“Let the children come to me...” 
(Mark 10:14) 

 

Marriages in Trinity 
14 Nov Gary Waugh Nethery 
 & Margaret Michelle  
 Rankin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Love one another as I have loved 
you...” 

(John 15:12) 
 

 

Deaths in Trinity 
  9 Dec Samuel McKeraghan 
 1 Jan Joan Gibson 
 30 Jan James Ginn 
 11 Feb Reginald Graham 
 13 Feb Ethel Monteith 
  

Deaths in Gillygooley 
 6 Jan Linda Smyth 

 
 

“I am the resurrection and  
the life...” 

(John 11:25) 



 

TRINITY & GILLYGOOLEY 
SUMMARY OF FINANCES FOR 2009 

 
 

Donations from Trinity to charities included - £243 to the Earl Haig Fund; £627 to Christian Aid; £216 to 
Sunday School Project; £189 to RAF Wings Appeal; £128 to the Presbyterian Orphan and Children’s 
Society.  World Development received a total of £3,713,  

Donations from Gillygooley to charities included - £495 to the Presbyterian Orphan Society; £200 to the 
Sunday School Project; £120 to the Earl Haig Fund; £125 to Christian Aid. 

 

Thank you to all who contributed to church funds in 2009 

Money from Income Tax Covenants is distributed to the various accounts. 
 

2009 was a challenging year for both congregations. 
As predicted there were significant reductions in income from investments (including bequests). 

TRINITY  

 2008 (£) 2009 (£) 

Freewill Offering 46,639 44,273 

United Appeal 6,604 6,490 

World Development 3,112 2,965 

Easter 5,544 5,511 

Harvest 8,005 7,582 

Gift Aid (Income Tax) 14,259 16,031 

GILLYGOOLEY  
 2008 (£) 2009 (£) 

Freewill Offering 21,207 21,686 

United Appeal 2,167 2,210 

World Development 920 960 

Easter 6,045 4,233 

Harvest  8,445 7,390 

Gift Aid (Income Tax) 8,311 9,884 

Paid in 2009 
£8,843 (target) 

Paid in 2009 
£3,303 (target) 
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Our school have embarked upon an exciting new mobile phone recycling initiative; 
a scheme which will provide us with a free interactive whiteboard when we reach 
a target of 500 phones. To date, the school has been able to furnish Key Stage 2 
rooms with boards and in order to further enhance teaching and learning 
throughout the school, we would like to be in a position to provide boards for 
Foundation and Key Stage 1 pupils as well. 

By linking with The Jack and Jill 
Foundation in our project, we are 
helping the charity to support the 
families of babies who are born with or 
develop severe brain damage. The 
recycling of mobile phones is its main 
source of funding. 
 

If  you have any old mobiles for recycling 
please contact the school on 8224 2008 

Many thanks 
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Ancient Construction unearthed at Gillygooley 
 

As work progressed on the Community Garden being constructed at the entrance to Gillygooley Church by the 
Community Association, workmen unearthed an ancient construction believed to be a lime pot kiln dating back 
to the early 1800’s.  This has caused a great focal point for discussion and debate after church on Sunday 
mornings.  The Association called on the expertise of local man John Beattie, now working in Dublin as a 
Conservation Consultant, who travelled from Dublin to log and photograph the find.  An extract from Johns 
report states “Many of the older members of the community are likely to remember the days when lime kilns 
were a common feature in the landscape and indeed some may even have helped to fire a kiln.  Since medieval 
time lime was a crucial product in the construction of buildings and in the cultivation of the land.  By the 19th 
century almost every townland would have had a lime kiln and it is likely that these were a communal facility 
where the local farmers/residents could come to produce lime.  Typically kilns were built into the landscape 
having a tapering chamber with an arched opening, known as the draw hole formed at its neck and a rubble 
stone façade acting as a retaining wall.  Often the chamber was lined in brick to retain the heat (as seen at 
Gillygooley).  Kilns were top loaded with alternating layers of limestone and fuel (coal was the most efficient 
though timber and turf were sometimes used).  A fire was lit within the arched drawhole and the kiln allowed to 
burn for a number of days.  After cooling the lime was raked out of the kiln through the base/draw hole. 

Photo: Robbie Alexander, a senior member of 
Gillygooley Presbyterian Church, views the remains 
of the lime kiln. 
The lime kiln at Gillygooley is of local interest as 
an example of a small-scale communal structure 
of industrial heritage significance.  Once common 
in the landscape this is now a rare survival in the 
locality.  It is possible that the kiln was built to 
facilitate the production of lime used in the 
construction of the adjacent church.” 
Consideration is currently being given to 
incorporating the remains of the structure into the 
proposed development.  Other items discovered 
included a whiteware marmalade jar marked 
“Maling Newcastle” and glass bottles marked 

“Hypton London & Ceylon” (all in perfect condition) and numerous fragments of glass, pottery and footwear.  
The project is being part financed by Airthricity Ltd and will be completed in March, followed by a short service 
of dedication in April.    

ANNUAL FLORAL DEMONSTRATION 
 

The annual floral art demonstration and 
craft fair organised by Gillygooley Youth and 
Community Development Association once 
again proved to be a popular event.  Patrons 
were treated to a mulled wine reception on 
arrival and at the end of the evening a 
supper of Christmas fayre was served.  The 
demonstrator was Anne Robinson who 
captivated the audience with her skills in 
floral art.  At the end of the evening the 
arrangements were auctioned and raffled. 
Photo: Winners at the Floral Art 
demonstration were L-R Jacqueline 
Crawford, Andy O’Neill, Lorna Graham, 
Margaret Hemphill, Beverly Black and Olive 
Dunlop. 
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MAGAZINE ITEMS FROM GILLYGOOLEY MEMBERS 
 

Items for inclusion in next Gillygooley News should be sent to: Andrew Scott, Editor, Tel 8224 2895  
or Diane Mills, Assistant Editor, Tel 8224 6553.   E-mail: e.mills@freenet.co.uk 
Photographs by Billy Creery and Andrew Scott. 
 

If you could be of assistance to Gillygooley Youth Club Management team contact the Secretary, Alison 
Hemphill  Tel: 028 8283 1773 and anyone interested in the position of Leader-in-Charge please contact 
Raymond King Tel: 028 8283 1444. 

Looking towards Easter 
Dates for your diary 

 
Sunday, 28 March 
Palm Sunday Services in Gillygooley and Trinity 
 
Friday, 2 April 
7.30 pm - Good Friday Service in Gillygooley 
 
Sunday, 4 April 
Easter Sunday 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper and Reception of 
New Communicants in Gillygooley and Trinity 

MAGAZINE ITEMS FROM TRINITY MEMBERS 
 

Anyone from Trinity who has an item they would like included in the magazine should contact  
Richard McClung Tel: 8224 5150 Email: TrinityNews@knocksilla.plus.com or  
Anne Parke Tel: 8224 2598 Email: anne.parke@btinternet.com  
Please include as much written detail as possible and use original photos if emailing articles! 
Don’t forget you can view a colour copy on the Trinity Church website at: 
www.trinitypresbyterianchurchomagh.co.uk and click on Latest Trinity News. 
 

The deadline for submission of articles for the next edition, which is due out in June 2010, will be 
Monday 12th May 2010. 

Trinity Concert 
 

Trinity is holding an Entertainment Concert on Wednesday 31st March at 7.30pm in Trinity Hall.  Tickets 
are £5 and can be purchased from any committee member or just come along on the night and pay at 
the door. You wont be disappointed! Proceeds will go to charity. 

mailto:e.mills@freenet.co.uk
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