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Torch Trust  
 

 In Northern Ireland there are 52,000 people living with sight loss.  A large 
proportion of these people are elderly and a recent survey discovered that as 
many as half of them live alone.  Losing one’s sight later in life can be a traumatic 
experience to go through and one of the biggest related difficulties is often a loss 
of independence.  Those who once walked unaided and drove a car, have to learn 
how to walk with a cane.  This can be a difficult transition to make and for some 
people the process can be lonely and overwhelming. 
 Torch Trust is a Christian charity that specialises in providing Christian 
resources for people who are blind and partially sighted. It aims to overcome 
sight loss as a barrier to finding faith in Christ and to living a fulfilled Christian life.  
Torch provides Christian literature in accessible formats, such as Braille, Giant 
Print and Audio. They also run holidays and Fellowship Groups for people with 
sight loss. 
These Groups play an important role in the social and spiritual life of those who 
attend.  One of the words used to describe the Groups, is that they are like 
“family”.  Those who come have a real love and concern for one another and they 
seek to encourage each other in positive ways concerning their disability.  Each 
Group also has a number of sighted volunteers and they contribute to the Group, 
in areas such as befriending, catering, driving and leadership.  

 Over the past number of years a small Group has been meeting at the Blind 
Centre in James Street, Omagh, on the 3rd Monday of each month at 8pm.  If you 
would be interested in visiting, or finding out more about the work of Torch, 
please contact, Leonard Campbell, Ireland Regional Networker, at 
leonardc@torchtrust.org Tel. 02892 661932. 
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Bible Class Christmas Outing 
 

On Saturday 10th December, Gillygooley and Trinity Bible Classes went to the Brunswick Bowling Centre for 
the annual Christmas outing.  
As in previous years a good time was had by all with Gillygooley and Trinity this year sharing the top slots.  
One of leaders Noel Donald got a lovely surprise as he had to blow out the candles (too many to 
mention) on a birthday cake presented to him at the bowling centre by the members. 
Winners were as follows:  
Girls: 1st Katie Buchanan - Score:119, 2nd Janice Caldwell - Score: 113, 3rd Kirstin Duncan - Score: 102 
Boys: 1st Andrew Aiken - Score: 122, 2nd Jack Hannigan - Score: 107, 3rd Matthew McKernan - Score: 100 
Leaders: Noel Donald, Beverley Fleming, Adele Donald & Andy McKernan. 
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Long Service Acknowledged 
 

Joe King has been a life long member of Gillygooley Congregation and a member of the Church choir for sixty 
seven years.  Joe joined the choir in 1945 the year the Second World War ended.  As a teenager Joe was invited 
to join the choir by Ruby Fyffee who was the organist and during his sixty seven years his singing has been 
accompanied by five different organists.  It is indeed a very rare occasion Joe does not occupy his usual corner 
seat beside the pulpit in the choir and one can recall when the Church had a wooden floor the Rev Pinkerton 
would sometimes comment on Joe tapping time on the floor with his foot.  Joe did not restrict his singing to 
Church in his teenage years.  The writer has discovered he was a regular entertainer after meetings of 
Gillygooley Young Farmers Club which functioned in the old Orange Hall in the 1940s & 50s.  It is recorded in the 
Y.F.C. magazine of that era and I quote “Mrs J. D. B. McCauley and Mr Joseph King in their usual good style 
contributed songs of special interest and very befitting to the gathering” In more recent years Joe has been a 
regular contributor on the local concert scene making regular appearances throughout the County and beyond 
and has also given a few radio interviews. Although Joe has been honoured with a presentation of a Border Fine 
Arts Massey Ferguson 35 tractor for his faithful service to the choir he has pledged to continue for many years 
to come with God’s help.  The presentation of an ornamental tractor was very befitting for someone who for 
much of his working life would rarely be seen without his beloved Massey. 
Rev. Herron made a presentation to Joe at the Carol Service. 
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Congratulations Harold McCauley House 
By Gillygooley correspondent 

 

Linda Wray residential services manager for the Presbyterian Board of Social Witness congratulated the staff of 
Harold McCauley House in winning the Northern Ireland Amenity Council ‘Best of the Best’ award.  This is the 
second consecutive year Harold McCauley House has won this prestigious award.  The nursing home is part of 
the Presbyterian Church in Ireland board of social witness older people services.  In addition to McCauley House 
the board of social witness has six residential homes across the province.  Those of us who visit or have 
experienced our loved ones spend their twilight years in the home can vouch for the caring and unstinting 
attention they receive. 
Harold McCauley House was named the ‘Best of the Best’ out of a shortlist of 12 similar facilities. 
‘Congratulations Harold McCauley House’ 

ELDERS CONFERENCE - by Gillygooley Correspondent 
 

First Omagh Presbyterian Church was the venue on Saturday 1st October for an Elders Conference for leaders of 
congregations to enjoy worship, teaching, fellowship and to take time to pray together.  The all-day conference 
took the form of workshops and seminars with the guest speaker being the Rev John Dixon former Moderator of 
the General Assembly who took as his theme “Lord teach us to Pray”.  The conference was part of the response 
of the Omagh Presbytery to the union Commission reports on “Ministry Finance and Missions”.  It was aimed at 
getting leaders of congregations together to deepen fellowship, increase faith and give greater expression to our 
partnership in ministry and mission. 
In the afternoon seminar which was facilitated by Amanda Cooper Deaconess of New Row Congregation 
Coleraine participants were asked “How deep is the fellowship, love and care in your Congregation?”  This is a 
question each of us need to ask ourselves and search our heart for an answer.  People need to know they are 
loved and belong, in their time of need they must be made aware that as a congregation we care, be careful in 
our choice of words of comfort, a friendly handshake or gentle embrace can speak a thousand words.  The 
seminar gave us a challenge on how to improve and promote genuine fellowship within our congregations by 
being kind and compassionate to one another.   
Ephesians 4:32  
“Be generous to one another, tender hearted, forgiving one another as God in Christ forgave you” 

HARVEST IN TRINITY 
 

Trintys’ Harvest service was held on Sunday 16th October 2011. The choir sang: ‘Seed you sow’ by Keith and 
Kristyn Getty, ‘Come people of the risen King’ by K and K Getty & S Townend, ‘Lord of all hopefulness’ by J 
Strutten & music J Madden and ‘The harvest of the Spirit’ by E Cosnett & music G Holst  
These were added to by the congregation who sang: ‘All creatures of our God and King’, ‘Thank you God for the 
Harvest’, ‘Praise God for the harvest of orchard and field’ and ‘We plough the fields, and scatter’. 
The Harvest Thanksgiving Evening Service was held in Trinity at 7.00 p.m. and the guest minister was the 
Rev Robert Orr (1st Castlederg & Killeter). Thank you to all who provided the lovely and varied items and to 
those who decorated the church with them. 
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Disabled Christians Fellowship of Ireland 
 

Twenty-five years ago a branch of the Disabled Christians’ 
Fellowship of Ireland was formed in Omagh and is one of 23 
branches in Northern Ireland.  We give thanks to God for 
His blessings to all our members past and present.  Our aim 
was and continues to be to provide Christian fellowship and 
friendship and present the Message of the Word of God 
that all, irrespective of their disability, need to put their 
trust in Jesus Christ as their Saviour and Lord. 
The spectrum of disabilities of our members include 
multiple sclerosis, spina bifida, Down’s syndrome, stroke 
related problems, arthritis, mild learning difficulties, vision 
and sensory impairment etc.  We also have many senior 

citizens in our membership.  The local branch meets in the Harold McCauley Home (Killyclogher Road) on the 
second Saturday of each month (September to May) from 2.30pm-4pm.  We usually commence with a time of 
praise followed by a short message from God’s Word by a visiting speaker.  At some of the meetings we have 
singers or reports from missionaries.  The afternoon finishes with refreshments. 
We organise a holiday week twice a year to the DCFI purpose-built holiday home, Lawnfield House in Newcastle.  
Normally we take 24 residents with approximately 16 of them needing help and the remainder self-caring and 
also approximately 16 helpers.  Accommodation is on a full board basis and most of the bedrooms are en-suite.  
In 2012 our holidays are from 16th-23rd March and 21st-28th July DV.  The Christian ethos is very important during 
the week of holiday with a short Thought for the Day in the morning and a time of Fellowship in the evening.  
During the day, outings, shopping, craft times, quizzes, competitions etc are organised.  Lawnfield House is 
registered with the Northern Ireland authorities to provide residential care.  They cater for branch holidays in 
March, June, July and August and during the other months of the year (excluding December, January and part of 
February) they offer respite care.  There is also the opportunity for private holidays for those needing various 
levels of care or those who are self-caring. 

One of our past helpers, 
Sabrena (nee McFarland) and 
her husband, Matthew 
Keenan are the managers 
and they are assisted by a 
care, catering and 
housekeeping team of staff 
and also a part-time 
administrator. 
If you are interested in any 
aspect of our work, either as 
a disabled person or would 
consider helping locally or on 
our branch holidays and 
would like more information 
please contact:  
OMAGH: Hilda Matthews  
Tel:  07745156872 or 
NEWCASTLE: Lawnfield 
House  Tel:  028 4372 6860. 

One of our monthly branch meetings. 

Omagh Branch and friends on an outing from Lawnfield House to Stormont. 
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Christmas at Trinity 
 

This year Trinity managed to hold their Christmas carol before Christmas (remember last years snow and -15˚C 
temperatures?!), on Sunday 18th December at 7pm.  
The congregation sang “O come, O come, Emmanuel”, “Once in Royal Davids city”, “O little town of Bethlehem”, 
“Hark! the herald angels sing”, “Away in a manger”, “Silent night, holy night”, “As with gladness men of old” 
ending with “O come all you faithful”. The Junior Choir sang four songs, “Little donkey”, “Lullaby Jesus”, “Santa 
Claus is coming to town” and “We wish you a Merry Christmas”.  The Senior Choir sang “Child of the stables 
secret birth”, “In the bleak mid-winter” and “Noe! Noe!”. 
The readings were done by Katie Buchanan, Chelsea Johnston, Kirstin Duncan, Jordan Smyth, Emily Buchanan, 
Naomi Duncan, Hannah Patterson and Rev Herron.  After the service tea and mince pies were served in the Hall. 
A big thank-you to all those who helped to decorate the church, to Wendy and Stanley for their superb 
musicality and commitment, to both choirs for their lovely singing and to those who supplied the refreshments 
afterwards. 

Maintenance work at Trinity 
 

During the summer a fire risk assessment was carried out at 
the property of Trinity in compliance with current fir 
regulations.  As a result of this inspection, quite a 
comprehensive report was produced, making a number of 
recommendations which needed to be addressed in order to 
comply with fire safety standards.  Many of the 
recommendations concerned new emergency lighting, exit 
signs, a fire alarm system for the church hall and 
replacement of old electrical wiring.  As many of you will 
have noticed a lot of this work has been commenced and is 
still ongoing.  New lights, exit sign, rewiring and the 
installation of a fire alarm have been completed in the 
church hall and rooms thereof.  Emergency lighting has to be 
installed in the church as well.  Our photographs show Alfie 
“the spark” Sayers and Sam “the man” Carson hard at work 

on some of these issues mentioned and our thanks go to both of them for many months of hard work. 
Other matters needing to be remedied were that all fire doors in the church hall needed to be self closing and 
properly functioning.  This work was carried out by Jimmy “the Chippie” McCutcheon, who ensured that the 
doors closed properly, fitted self closing devices where necessary and installed smoke seals to all fire doors. 
Again our thanks go to Jimmy for his workmanship.  Other recommendations will be addressed by the works sub
-committee to make the premises compliant with fire regulations. 
One other job recently tackled was the erection of a spring closing gate at the top of the concrete steps leading 
down to the church hall.  This gate acts as a physical barrier to these steps, therefore reminding us that easier 
access to the hall can be made via the new white PVC door into the “wee Johnny room” and beyond.  Of course 
anyone wishing to use the concrete steps can still do so but should exercise caution whilst descending or 

ascending the steps.  This 
project was the work of Joe 
Clements who also fixed the 
top two steps and added 
extra railings, on a most 
inclement day.  At present the 
gate is red but will be painted 
green in due course.  Our 
thanks go to Joe for this work 
and we should refer to it not 
as the “red gate” or “green 
gate” but Joseph’s gate. 
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TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 

   The September meeting was chaired by new leader Dorothy King and it began with the singing of “The Lord's 
my Shepherd”.  Dorothy read from Psalms  and prayer followed.  There were 21 ladies present.  Apologies from 
Sylvia McGrew and Audrey McConnell.  A letter from Rev. Clarke was read out thanking the PW for their 
message of sympathy on the death of his wife Alice in April 2011.  Dorothy then introduced the speaker for the 
evening Mr Alan Miller (consultant in TCH Omagh).  Mr Miller showed slides of his visits to Ghana where he 
carries out prostate operations during his summer holidays.  He carries out these operations in the Methodist 
Hospital in the town of Wenchi.  Over the past twenty years he has completed 1,000 operations.  Mr Miller also 
helps women to overcome health problems which are caused by extreme cultural ideas prevalent in the country.  
Joan Cummins presented Mr Miller with a token of appreciation.  Supper was served by the ladies.  Dorothy 
closed the meeting and asked for new members to join the PW. 
   Leader Dorothy King welcomed everyone to the October meeting.  A hymn was sung and Dorothy read from 
Luke 10 vs 25 -37,  “The Good Samaritan”. Condolences were expressed to Gladys on the death of her aunt.  
Apologies were received from Jean Rea and Isobel Porter. Dates for the diary: Visitors night 22nd November, 
2011 and shoe box appeal.  Dorothy welcomed Mr Jim McKnight as speaker.  He showed slides from his visit to 
Malawi in 2011.  A series of questions followed.  Audrey Clements presented Mr McKnight with a small token of 
appreciation. The ladies provide tea and biscuits and the meeting ended. 
   Visitors night was held in Trinity Hall on the 8th November.  Visitors included ladies from 1st Omagh, St. 
Columbas’, Omagh Methodist, Mountjoy, Drumquin, Creevan and Ballynahatty.  Dorothy King welcomed 
everyone and then said a prayer.  Amazing Grace was sung with accompaniment by Claire McElhinney.  Dorothy 
read Matthew 9,  vs 8-37.  Claire sang “My Time is in your hands”.   Dorothy introduced Deaconess Elizabeth 
Matthews who spoke about her life in India as a missionary.  Elizabeth told the ladies how she persuaded her 
husband to travel to India  by using all her feminine wiles. This project was supported by Tear Fund.  She also 
supports her church in the Toddlers group and Adult centre in Hill Street, Lurgan.  Mavis Jardine presented 
Elizabeth with a small gift of thanks.  Supper was served by the Trinity and Gillygooley ladies and Ann McBain 
thanked them on behalf of the visitors.  A short meeting of Trinity PW followed. 
   Leader Dorothy King presided at the Christmas meeting in December.  The following Carols were sung : “Love 
came down at Christmas”,  “Child in the manger”,  “Once in royal David's city” and “O come, all ye faithful!”.  
Members read suitable Biblical passages for the Christmas season.   A Christmas supper was served by the 
committee ladies. 

BE THANKFUL 
 

Sometime ago I found this poem in an English newspaper and have decided to share it with our readers 
(Gillygooley Correspondent) 

Your partner has fallen asleep in the chair 
Not very romantic – but at least they are there. 
 
Noisy teenagers, full of angst and strife 
They’re in the kitchen – not out with a knife. 
 
The bills keep coming for lighting and heat 
Means we are inside – not out on the street. 
 
The waistline gets bigger, makes us say something rude 
But how can we grumble – we had access to food. 
 
The country’s a mess, it’s so clear to see 
But at least we can say so – and still remain free. 

Those family troubles can cause us to moan 
Without them I guess – we’d be all alone. 
 
The phone keeps on ringing, it just never ends 
But if it was silent – we wouldn’t have friends. 
 
The streets are all dirty, and so full of litter 
We have eyes to see it – so we can’t really be bitter. 
 
The demands people make can cause us to yell 
They ask us because – we’re fit and well. 
 
So let’s count our blessings for all that we’ve got 
And not bother so much about what we have not. 
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New Season at Gillygooley 2nd Youth 
 

Gillygooley commenced the new season by welcoming several new members.  A varied programme of activities 
which includes both hall based and out of centre activities got under way. 
In October members travelled to Corrick House Clogher for lunch and an afternoon musical workshop which 
proved both entertaining and therapeutic not to mention the delightful lunch.  The event was part funded by 
Omagh Volunteer Centre. 
During November the club enjoyed an excellent afternoon’s entertainment and refreshments in Lifford by kind 
invitation of their Senior Citizens Club.   
Welcoming the start of the new calendar year was celebrated by a trip to the Millennium Forum, Londonderry 
for the pantomime Cinderella completing the afternoon with a meal in the City Hotel.   
Hall based activities have included talks, demonstrations and our annual Halloween party when we were joined 
by members of Killycurragh and the Royal British Legion Club.  As always our camera man has captured some of 
the highlights. 

Viewing the gardens at Corrick House are back L-R 
Nora Spence, Violet Johnston & Gladys McCormick, 
Front L-R Audrey Blackburn and Marjorie Hall. 

Strolling in the grounds of Corrick House  
L-R Mary Elkin, Emily Young and Beatrice Alexander. 

2nd Youth Drama Group on stage at Magherafelt L-R 
Violet Crosbie, Fred Chambers, Margaret Hemphill, 
George Armstrong, Lily Nethery, Victor Sayers, Jean 
Ellis, Ellen Fyffe, Dorothy King, Sadie Clements & Iris 
Moffitt-Scott. 

Displaying their artistic skills are L-R Sadie Clements, 
Meta McFarland & Ellen McConnell. 
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BB AND GB 

1st Omagh BB Anchor Boys and leaders Joanne Hill 
and Orla McFarland who recently attended the 
annual West Ulster Battalion Anchor Boys Funday 
hosted by 1st Mountjoy. 

1st Omagh BB Anchor Boys "A Team" with leader 
Joanne Hill who finished 3rd in the annual West 
Ulster Battalion Anchor Boys Funday. 

The 154th Company of the Girls Brigade who 
attended their Enrolment Service recently in 1st 
Omagh Presbyterian Church. 

1st Omagh Boys Brigade Anchor Boys and leaders 
Joanne Hill and Orla McFarland who attended their 
Enrolement Service recently in 1st Omagh 
Presbyterian Church. 

1st Omagh Boys Brigade Junior and Company 
Sections who attended their Enrolment Service 
recently in 1st Omagh Presbyterian Church. 

Pictured left to right Stuart Graham, Matthew 
Alexander, Catherine Barton and Aaron Carson who 
recently received their Duke of Edinburgh Silver 
Awards at the annual Girls and Boys Brigade 
enrolment service. 
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Carol service 
 

Gillygooley Presbyterian Church was the venue for the annual community Carol Service of Gillygooley Youth & 
Community Development Association.  The Rev Robert Herron welcomed the large congregation and 
commenced the service of lessons, music and carols.  Representatives from the various organisations, who use 
the Orange Hall complex, participated in the service – with lessons being read by Rev Herron, Robert Fyffe, 
Zandra Walker, Margaret Henderson, Charlene Bleakley, Rachel Armstrong, Victor Anderson, Violet Crosbie and 
Mavis Elkin.  The praise was led by Gillygooley Community Choir, accompanied by Twyla Moffitt.  The choir sang 
four carols – ‘We wish you a Merry Christmas’, ‘Come and hear the joyful singing’, ‘Glad music fills the Christmas 
Sky’, and ‘In a stable long ago’.  A Christmas poem was read by Fred Chambers and the soloist was Kyra McKinley 
accompanied by Keane Davidson. 
The Junior Choir accompanied by Amanda Graham sang ‘Little Donkey’.  Musical contributions were also made 
by Jessica Sproule and Matthew Mills and the offering – which was for Diabetes UK – was taken up by Victor 
Sayers and Raymond King.  Following the service, everyone was invited to the Orange Hall for fellowship and 
tea/coffee and mince pies. 

The junior choir who were trained and accompanied 
by Amanda Graham. 

Jessica Sproule whose musical accompaniment 
contributed to the service. 

Twyla Moffitt accompanist and members of 
Gillygooley Community Choir who led the praise at the 
carol service. 

Kyra McKinley who was the soloist accompanied by 
Keane Davidson. 
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TIME WAS … 
 

Christmas time already, and sure it seems no time at all since Christmas 2010!  
Sitting here looking out of the window, I see leafless trees, rough grass that looks 
wet, Wet, WET! a wide footpath on which people are walking with extreme caution, 
altho’ their dogs are running along quite happily, all under a dark grey sky with 
whitish streaks in it. 
And I am thinking back! I remember the war years — I don’t remember the 
beginning of the war as such — ¡t seemed to have been always there — but I do 
remember rationing; soldiers visiting on Thursday evenings and Sundays from 
dinner-time until bedtime; I remember my father giving up his tobacco ration from 
September each year, so that every soldier who smoked could have some cigarettes 
or pipe tobacco from the tree on Christmas Day.  We all gave up our sweet coupons, 
so that non-smokers could have sweets. 
My mother saved everything she could to make Christmas pudding, Christmas cake 

and mince pies, not to mention feeding the five thousand, which is what it felt like occasionally. 
I remember the Christmas tree in the sitting room, and when we were considered too young and too excited still 
to go to church on Christmas morning, finishing its decoration with Mummy’s friend Auntie May — she’s an 
orphan, you know!!’ (Harold and I thought it was really romantic to be grow up and an orphan) and nearly being 
murdered when our mother discovered we had used up every scrap of cotton wool in the house for snow. 
Santa Claus was a very big part of Christmas.  How long beforehand we started to plan our presents I don’t 
remember, but we had to write our letters to Santa in good time. 
I always wanted books and I remember one year, yes, there was a book in the top of my stocking, but, oh dear, 
not the one I wanted.  But when I opened it!  There was a letter from Santa apologizing for not being able to get 
me the book I had asked for, and hoping I would like this one instead and it was written in SOOT!!!!!! (with, I 
learned years later, matchsticks).  It was nearly too much for me.  I was used to writing to Santa, but for him to 
write to ME!!!  WOW!!!  My mother remembered the letter also — I’m not sure how long it took her to write it 
— she said it kept on smudging so it couldn’t be read and had to be redone - she didn’t say how many times — 
and the matches kept breaking!! 
Hanging up our socks — we actually hung up Daddy’s golfing stockings — much larger than anything we could 
supply.  I’m sure our parents blessed them often, but, on the other hand, we had eight aunts and an uncle, so 
their presents went into or beside the stockings (Santa did delivery man). 
On Christmas morning, we weren’t allowed to rise until the clock struck eight, but then it was a race across the 
hall into our parents’ room opposite ours, and tuck ourselves under the foot of their eiderdown.  We would 
wait, very impatiently, while our mother went out to the kitchen, lit the gas oven and put the ‘bird’ in to start 
cooking, and when she came back to bed, we could start emptying our stockings…...Such excitement!!! 
Once breakfast was over and dishes washed etc., it was all hands to the deck to be ready for church at eleven, 
half an hour earlier than our usual service, and of course, only half an hour long!!!  Harold and I were very 
pleased when we were deemed old enough to go to church on Christmas morning. 
The year I was seven, I had asked Santa for a bicycle — we had a tricycle — but I wanted a ‘proper’ bike.  As 
usual, when the clock struck, Harold and I raced across the hall to our parents’ room, emptied our stockings and 
started to review our gifts, when I was asked what was in the hall.  We both said ‘Nothing,’ but I was sent out 
again, - and there was my bicycle!!!! and we hadn’t even seen it on our first crossing……  And it rained the whole 
day and I couldn’t take it outside!!!!!!  I had learned to ride a two wheeler when our grandmother had died 
during that year and we were sent to our aunt in the country for a week.  Our cousin had just acquired her first 
bicycle.  Fortuitous!  I learned to ride a bicycle. 
Although the numbers of people varied to some extent, this pattern continued until I was eighteen, and left 
home to start my nursing career. 
Only once do I remember just the four of us on Christmas Day, and we didn’t know what was wrong with us.  
The greatest number I remember was twenty-four, and we had to eat in relays, and while not everybody stayed 
with us, there were times when we thought we might have to start using clothes lines.  However, we always 
managed — the floor and a couple of mattresses were very useful!!!! 
Santa really must have had great fun avoiding heads and feet as he went round the house!! 
A. McC. Monteith              December 2011 
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Carol Service 
 

The annual church service of readings and carols was 
held in Gillygooley on 18th December and was conducted 
by the Rev Herron.  Sheena Herron and Amanda Graham 
were the accompanists.  The senior choir sang two carols 
entitled “Gods surprise” and “Rejoice and be Merry” 
whilst the junior choir sang “Little Donkey” and 
“Welcome the Christchild”.  The lessons were read by 
Stephanie Hunter, Kyra, Glenn and Calvin McKinley, 
Rebecca Donnell, Keeva McIlwaine and Stephen Fleming.  
Following the service members of the bible class invited 
everyone to the Orange Hall for fellowship tea/coffee 
and mince pies.  During coffee Santa mingled with the 
children distributing confectionery. 

Santa receives a gift from L-R Harvey and Jason King, 
Hannah Moore, Helena Caldwell and Daniel Moore. 

Amy Fyffe and Mary Cooper. 
Margaret McKinley and Grand-daughter Alex joins 
Santa for photograph. 

Enjoying the time of fellowship following the Carol 
service are Wilma and Pat Porter with their Grand-
children Oliver and Arthur. 

Alaister and Aaron McKinley and Mark Crawford 
relax after their coffee.  
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Christmas Celebrations at Gillygooley 
 

Gillygooley Youth & Community Development Association in conjunction with Gillygooley 2nd Youth (50+ Club) 
held their 11th annual community Christmas party in Gillygooley Orange Hall. 
The afternoon commenced with the official switching on of festive lights which were part funded by Omagh 
District Council.  Welcoming the vice-chairman of Omagh District Council, Mr Ross Hussey MLA to officially 
perform the switch on Andrew Scott association chairman expressed thanks to Omagh District Council for their 
financial support to the association.  Councillor Hussey then addressed the large gathering congratulating the 
association for the facilities they provided for the residents of this rural community and far beyond.   The facility, 
he continued, provides from pre school children to senior citizens, fulfilling a much needed base where people 
could socialise and share friendship in a safe and comfortable surrounding. 
Following a festive reception everyone was entertained to an afternoon of song, music and dance with the main 
artist being ‘Big Dave’ who ensured the dance floor was always occupied.  Other artistes were popular young 
local girl Lynsey Scott who is making a name for herself on the country and western concert scene throughout 
the province.  Making their usual popular annual appearance at the event were Fergus and Alice Hughes who 
always receive a warm welcome from the audience.  No event in Gillygooley would be complete without the 
appearance of Link Box Joe with his usual repertoire of songs.  Association chairman Andrew Scott acted as 
compere and the appearance of Santa, who distributed gifts to all present, brought an enjoyable and light-
hearted evening to a conclusion.  A delightful afternoon tea was served, for which grateful thanks were 
expressed to all concerned.  

Carol Brunt celebrated a special birthday at the  
Community Christmas Party.  Beatrice Alexander, tea 
hostess of 2nd Youth presented Carol with a cake on 
behalf of 2nd Youth to mark the occasion. 

Having  their photo taken with Santa are L-R Jean Rea 
and Noleen McClelland. 

L-R Diane Mills, Ross Hussey Vice-chairman O.D.C. 
Margaret Hemphill, Sharon McFarland and Andrew 
Scott following the switch on of the Christmas lights 
around the hall exterior. 

Jean Gilmour and Madeline Graham received their 
gifts from Santa at the annual party. 
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GILLYGOOLEY YOUTH AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION 
 

The Association which is based in Gillygooley Orange Hall continues to function as an umbrella group with 
representatives from the Church and all groups who use the Orange Hall complex on their management 
structure.  They channel their energies into creating and improving community relations, providing activities and 
facilities for people from a wide area.  They also keep a watching brief for funding opportunities which are of 

benefit to the entire community.  Noted recent 
success has been funding received for 
“Community Support” “Christmas Celebrations” 
“Christmas lights” “Capital Improvements” and 
“Queens Jubilee.”  The Association wish to 
acknowledge support received from Omagh 
District Council who were the major funders for 
these projects.  
In addition to the Christmas Community Party 
the Association organised an evening of 
Christmas Floral Art and craft stalls with Milton 
Porter from Castlederg as the demonstrator.  
Milton is very popular in floral art circles and 
especially talented in organising Church Flower 
Festivals. 
Fourth coming events are the Community dinner, 
Charity table quiz and preparations for 
celebrating the Queen’s Jubilee. 

Orange Order Unites Lost Cousins 
 

A chance visit by two Canadian visitors to Schomberg House, Belfast (the Grand Orange Lodge of Ireland 
Headquarters) traced connections to Gillygooley.  Sandra Magyar (Alexander) whose father Ron Alexander 
belongs to the Orange Order in Canada decided whilst coming to a wedding in Co. Cork that they would extend 

their holiday to travel to Northern Ireland and try and 
trace some family history.  Due to their father’s 
membership of the Orange Order they decided to visit 
Schomberg House and view the archives.  Whilst there 
they met with Dr Jonathan Matterson who is a member 
of staff and enquired if he knew of a place called 
Gillygooley and that they may have relatives living there 
by the name of Alexander.  Jonathan contacted the 
editor of Gillygooley News who arranged a meeting with 
Robbie and Myra Alexander, a tour of Gillygooley Church 
and the Orange Hall.   
In the early 1900’s Harry Alexander, Tarlum emigrated to 
Canada which was common of the youth of that era he 
joined the Canadian Army and subsequently lost contact 
with the family at Tarlum.  Robbie Alexander is a senior 
member of Gillygooley and a nephew of Harry 
Alexander, Canada whose Granddaughter and Great 
Granddaughter decided to research the family history.   
Neither knew of each others existence and it is also 
ironic that Robbie’s eldest daughter Joy resides in 
Calgary the same city where Harry Alexander emigrated 
to and where his family now resides 
Photo left:  Myra and Robbie Alexander with their long 
lost cousins. 

Milton and some of the winners at the recent floral art 
demonstration. 
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Children’s Page 
 
 

Find the blessing which is part of the Presbyterian Baptism Service. The typist has made a mistake and typed the 
words back to front. Can you sort it out? 
 

Can you find out the name of this blessing? ______________________ 
 
“ehT                 droL                 sselb                 eeht                 dna                 peek                  eeht.                 ehT                
 
______        _______         ________          _______          ______          _______          ________ .          ______ 
droL                 ekam                 sih                 ecaf                 ot                 enihs                 nopu                 eeht                  
 
_______       _______            _____          _______         _____           ________        ________         _______ 
dna                 eb            suoicarg                 otnu                 eeht.                 ehT                 droL                 tfil                 pu                
 
______        ____      ____________      ________       ________ .        ______           _______          ______        _____ 
siH                 ecnanetnuoc                 nopu                 eeht                 dna                 evig                 eeht               ecaep.” 
 
____      _______________       _______         ______          ______         ______        _______      _______ . 
 
 

PUZZLE MAZE 
 
 

 
 
 
       
 
 
 
    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please Note: We can only accept Primary School Entrants 

Please forward entries to Andrew Scott, Aughnamoyle House, 41 Gillygooley Road, Omagh BT78 5PP no later than 4 weeks 
after publication. If more than one correct entry is received from either church a draw will be made. 
 

Last issues winners: Trinity – Luke McFarland & Gillygooley – Karen King 

Find your way  
through the maze 

WELL DONE 
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Memories of Christmas Gone - By Gillygooley Correspondent 
 

As you read this the excitement of Christmas will have passed the Christmas tree and tinsel removed and the 
cards in the re-cycling bin.  The season of Lessons and Carols has passed, the dawning of a New Year brings all 
those New Year resolutions most of which will have been forgotten by the end of the month. 
Christmas can be a time of mixed emotion, a time of giving and sharing, a time of renewing friendships and 
welcoming friends’ home from far off shores.  It can also be a time of great loneliness and sadness for many in 
our society and it is important that we share with those in our community the hand of fellowship and friendship 
in a true expression of Christian spirit.  Let the good will of Christmas and the Christian spirit it instils in our 
people continue throughout the year as we rejoice in the birth of our Saviour. 

Where Are They Now 
 

Continuing my series on former members of Gillygooley Congregation who have 
left these shores in this issue we travel to Penrith in Cumbria 
Diane Scott left Northern Ireland in 1997 – 15 years later, she looks back at the 
changes in her life and where she is now. 
Having started my education at Gillygooley Primary School I then went on to 
Omagh Academy where I studied for my A-levels.  Continuing my studies, I then 
travelled to Napier University in Edinburgh completing a BA Honours business 
studies degree.  I have to admit that although the change from Gillygooley to 
Edinburgh was huge, I loved my time in this beautiful, cultural city – not only 
because it was here that I met my future husband Graeme! 
However, from a young age I have always known that I wanted to be a teacher 
and so moved from Scotland to 
Coventry in 2002 to complete my 
PGCE where I trained to be a 
business studies teacher.  Once 
again I had to up sticks and I found 

the change from Edinburgh to Coventry somewhat strange having 
to leave friends and the place I had called home for four years.  
However, this is the career path that I always wanted to follow, 
so I was delighted when I was accepted in the first role I applied 
for – IT and Business Studies teacher at Keswick School in 
Cumbria. 
My success in this job would also dictate where Greame and I 
settled down and it was in 2004 that we bought our first home in 
Greysoun near Cockermouth (on the edge of the Lake District).   
Graeme, from Tillycootry in Scotland works as a Pensions 
Manager for InvestAcc in Carlisle and we got married in 
Gillygooley Presbyterian church in July 2005 when I became Mrs 
Diane Duguid.  It was following this that we moved to our second 
house, this time settling in Penrith a small town just on the 
outskirts of the Lake District.  We are blessed to be surrounded 
by spectacular beauty and this also means that our family are also 
always keen to come visit!   This is something that we miss, with 
both Graeme and I being far from Gillygooley and Tillycootry, 
particularly the hospitality at 41 Gillygooley Road!  For that 
reason it is quite nice that we have settled in Penrith, a small 
town which in many aspects is similar to Omagh in terms of size 
and the friendliness of the locals. 
Talking about family, in 2008 we had our first child, James Ross 
and this was followed in 2010 with our second son Callum 
Graeme. 

Callum and James Duguid 

Diane and Graeme 

Diane Scott at the Academy 
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Malawi - Summer 2012 
 

At the end of June 2012 a group of 10 people including myself (Adam Stevenson – 
Gillygooley) will be embarking on a trip to Malawi.  This trip however is not a holiday in the 
sun but where we will travel with the organisation ‘Quest Overseas’ and be working with 
the Joshua Foundation to help build a feeding centre for children who live in an orphanage 
in the city of Blantyre.  
Malawi is a landlocked country in the south east of the continent of Africa.  It is over 
118,000km sq and has an estimated population of approx 13,900,000 people.  Its capital is 
Lilongwe and its biggest city is Blantyre (which is the city where we will be travelling to and 

working in).  
Malawi is among the world’s least developed countries with its economy being heavily reliant on agriculture. 
Malawi is just one of the countries in Africa which has a growing HIV and AIDS problem and food is often scarce 
in Malawi as the country often suffers many different natural disasters, from droughts to heavy rainfall and 
flooding. 

An employee from Quest Overseas recently sent me pictures of the area 
where we will be working 
when we get to Blantyre, 
Malawi in the summer. This 
picture shows what the local 
Malawian people currently use 
as their feeding centre. Every 
day children come to this little 
shack to get what could be 
their only meal of the day. The 
building is structurally 
unsound and is a safety hazard 
to all of these children. 

Before we can go to Malawi and help these local people we must raise enough money to pay for all building 
materials so as a group we have been fund raising hard. We have had to be very creative in the way we 
fundraise as the recession has hit everyone here in Northern Ireland and there is less money to go around. 
Various ways that we have been fundraising so far are by putting on a fashion show in the Mellon Country Hotel, 
a circus themed disco, BBQ, car boot sale, numerous bag packs at B&M Bargains as well as street collections.  On 
Saturday 5th November with the help of my family and a number of other Quest team members I hosted a 
Coffee Morning at my home to help boost funds.  Through the generosity of the ladies who attended and further 
donations the fantastic total of £600 was raised.  I would like to express my sincere 
thanks to everyone who supported this venture either through sponsorship, 

donations or helping on the day. 
We are continuing to fundraise as we still 
have a long way to go to reach our final 
target of £25,000.  Many more ideas and 
events are lined up to help raise funds, 
one of which is a Holly Wreath Workshop 
on Saturday 10th December in Edenderry 
Presbyterian Church and a Carol Service 
on Friday 16th December at the Ulster 
American Folk Park, Omagh.  Everybody 
has been extremely generous in helping 
us in trying to achieve our target.  Thank 
you for your support.  
For more information on the project or to 
make a donation, please call: 
Adam Stevenson on Tel: 07594069929. 

Julie McConnell and Mellissa 
Allen at the car boot sale. 

My cousin Jill enjoying 
some of the fairy cakes 
during the Coffee Morning. 

Sadie Clements and Myra Alexandra at 
the recent Coffee Morning. 
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Rev Carmichael Gillygooley 15th March 1905 – 6th March 1922 
 

An email received by Diane Mills assistant editor of Gillygooley Church News has 
provided some interesting information regarding former minister of Gillygooley 
Presbyterian Church Rev Alexander Carmichael.  In a follow up communication by 
Andrew Scott to Michele Ryan (nee Montgomery) great niece of Rev Carmichael 
she provided me with the following and would welcome any additional 
information anyone can provide.  I have been able to provide Michele with a 
photograph however little other information is available.  Alexander Carmichael 
was born on 7th October 1869 in Belfast.  His parents were James and Martha 
(nee Thompson) and they had him baptised that same year.  I know nothing of his 
younger years but in the 1901 census he was living at 24 Park Avenue 
Londonderry.  He was lodging with a family whilst he was attending Magee 
Presbyterian Theological College, now part of the University of Ulster.  Three 
years later he was already minister of Gillygooley Presbyterian Church. 
Your records will probably tell you when the manse was built but in 1910, 

according to the Belfast and Ulster Town Directory, under the entry of Omagh is listed: 
‘Places of Worship – Gillygooley Presbyterian Church Rev A Carmichael’ 
And under ‘Omagh inhabitants’ his is listed as ‘Carmichael. Rev A., James Street’ 
The following year in the 1911 census he is enumerated once more in Omagh as a Clergyman and living at 6 
James Street. 

It was during his time in Omagh that he met my 
great-aunt Maria Louisa Montgomery.  She was the 
11th child (of 13) and 5th daughter of Samuel 
Delmege and Mary Ann Montgomery.  The family 
business was the S.D. Montgomery Printing Works 
in Omagh which by the time was being run by Mary 
Anne and her daughters as Samuel had died in 1902 
Photo left:  Mary Ann Montgomery and daughters 
Mary Anne was a pioneer feminist and a strong 
Presbyterian.  She was on the fund-raising 
committee for the building of the new First 
Presbyterian Church in Dublin Street which 
happened 30th May 1897.  Meanwhile they were 

fervent attendees of the old Presbyterian Church across the road, which later became their printing works 
(conflict of interests here?!) and which when the business closed was taken down stone by stone and now 
stands as a first class example of a Meeting Hall at the Ulster Folk and Transport Museum in Cultra.  Mary Ann 
encouraged her daughters to work in the business as her seven sons, as men, would all be able to go out and 
make their way in the world.  Several of them stayed in the printing business and the eldest William, ending up 
as CEO of Paragon in Paris, where he is buried in Pere Lachaise cemetery. 
Maria Louisa Montgomery and Alexander Carmichael were married in the summer of 1917.  I do not know the 
date or even in which church they were married but my grandfather always said it was around the same time as 
his own marriage to my grandmother which was the 17th June 1917.  It was a wartime wedding; he was a 
surgeon in a military hospital in France and my grandmother was a theatre nurse.  My Great-grandmother was 
delighted in the choice of husband that Maria made in the Rev Carmichael. 
Maria and Alexander Carmichael’s marriage only lasted five years as he died on 6th March 1922.  The 
Montgomery family had bought a burial plot in Cappagh Cemetery in 1900.  There were twin boys in the family, 
one of whom Samuel Burleigh had died in infancy and the second of which, Christopher John, died in July 1900 
aged 21.  Their father Samuel Delmege Montgomery had him buried in Cappagh and erected a memorial stone.  
He told his children there were places for them in the plot.  However the first to go to another person was Mary 
Ann Holmes’ mother who died in 1901.  In 1902 Samuel himself died and was buried there. 
When Rev Alexander Carmichael died in 1922 Maria Louisa asked her mother if she could give up her own place 
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Church News in Brief  
By Gillygooley Correspondent 

“Let Justice Flow” 
 

This is the title chosen by the Presbyterian Church as this year’s World Development Appeal which was launched 
in December. Providing clean fresh water close to thousands of homes in Uganda is the aim of this years World 
Development Appeal. In Uganda the only source of clean fresh water is in the mountain sides and people have 
to walk several miles daily up and down the hillsides to fill jerry cans several times daily. 
The Presbyterian Church is directing its World Development support through Christian Aid and Tearfund and 
much of the money raised this year will go to the Kigezi water and sanitation programme based in the south-
west of the country.  Living in a country where water is in abundance it is difficult to comprehend the magnitude 
of life in climates where water the basic commodity for survival is in such short supply. 

Photo left: An October scene taken from near the Manse 
shows the excess of our rainfall. 
The water and sanitation programme undertaken by 
Christian Aid and Tearfund is developing “water 
harvesting” techniques and providing and laying miles of 
piping and tap stands in the heart of the communities.  The 
programme also provides education in health and hygiene.  
Areas where this has already been achieved has witnessed 
the almost total eradication of water-bourne infections in 
children.  In addition to the practical benefits the 
involvements of the community in the installation and 
maintenance of the water and sanitary facilities has 

assisted them to realise that with a little help they can make a difference for their families and villages. 
Presbyterians in the last seven years have donated over £9 million to World Development projects around the 
world including the earthquake in Haiti and the floods in Pakistan.  The Moderator Rev. Dr. Ivan Patterson 
thanks Presbyterians for their generosity in showing practically. God’s love for their fellow human beings. 

in the family plot for her husband. This was agreed to and there he lies.  On the headstone his name lies third in 
place and reads: 

‘The Rev. A Carmichael B.A. 
For seventeen years minister of Gillygooley Presbyterian Church 

Who died on March 6th 1922’. 
 

 Maria Louise carried on working at the S D Montgomery Printing Works until her death in 1946.  She is also 
buried in Cappagh cemetery in the same grave as my grandfather and her sister Wilhelmina some distance away 
from the other family members. 
I attach three photos: 
Rev Carmichael’s last resting place (the Montgomery family plot) 
Maria Louisa’s last resting place (and also my grandfather and their sister Wilhelmina) 
The only photo I have of Maria Louise, taken 1937 with her mother and sisters on their usual annual holiday in 
Cloughy on the Ards Peninsula (Maria is seated on the ground on bottom left, at her mother’s right hand) 
I have no photo at all of Rev. Alexander Carmichael and would be grateful for one or for any other details of his 
life such as their marriage etc.  Please feel free to print edit any of the above for the Gillygooley News and if any 
of your readers have any information I am very happy for them to contact me! 
Many thanks and kindest regards. Michele Ryan (nee Montgomery) 
The Old Grange 
Warninglid West Sussex 
RH17 5TQ 
Editors note: 
A photograph of Rev Carmichael is in Gillygooley Presbyterian Church and a copy has been sent to Michele. 
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PORTADOWN MALE VOICE CHOIR  
will be performing in Trinity Presbyterian 
Church on Friday 11th May, 2012.  
Tickets are available from Trinity committee 
members priced at £10 or £5 for concessions. 

 

Record of Baptisms, Marriages and Deaths  
 

Baptisms in Trinity 
  4 Dec Samuel James Knox 
 

Baptisms in Gillygooley 
 25 Sep Ruby Maisie Short 

 Dean 
 

“Let the children come to me...” 
(Mark 10:14) 

 

Marriages in Gillygooley 
15 Oct Liam Alan Evans &  
 Valerie Elizabeth Ann 
 Scott 
 
 
 
“Love one another as I have loved 

you...” 
(John 15:12) 

 

Deaths in Trinity 
23 Nov Robert Kidd 
14 Dec James McBryde 
27 Dec Mary Fulton 
 

 
 

“I am the resurrection and  
the life...” 

(John 11:25) 

Looking towards Easter 2012 
Dates for your diary 

 
Sunday, 1 April 
Palm Sunday Service 
 
Friday, 6 April 
7.00 pm - Good Friday Service in Trinity  
(Shared service - Trinity, Gillygooley & 
First Omagh) 
 
Sunday, 8 April 
Easter Sunday 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper  
and Reception of New Communicants 

GILLYGOOLEY WALKING CLUB 
Commencing Wednesday 18th April at 7.30 
From Gillygooley Orange Hall 
New members welcome 
Contact Iris on 028 82242895 or Diane on 028 82246553 

Items for inclusion in next Gillygooley News should be sent to: 
Andrew Scott, Editor, Tel: 8224 2895 Or 
Diane Mills, Assistant Editor, Tel: 8224 6553. E-mail: diane553@hotmail.co.uk 
Photographs by Andrew Scott. 

Anyone from Trinity who has an item they would like included in the magazine should contact either 
Richard McClung, Tel: 8224 5150, Email: TrinityNews@knocksilla.plus.com or  
Anne Parke, Tel: 8224 2598, Email: anne.parke@btinternet.com  
Please include as much written detail as possible and use original photos if emailing articles! 
Thank you to all who supply material or take photographs. 
The provisional deadline for submission of articles for the next edition, which is due out in June 2012, 
will be Monday 7th May 2012. 

GILLYGOOLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL PTA FUNDRAISER 
‘BRIDAL FLASHBACK’ 
Thursday 29th March 2012 at 7pm in Gillygooley 
Orange Hall 
If you still have your wedding dress and would be 
willing to allow us to showcase it on the night contact 
Lydia on 07740430276 for more information. 
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