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NEW CHURCH GATES AT GILLYGOOLEY
During the construction of the Community Garden an opportunity to widen the
Church entrance was taken. In addition to enhancing the approach to the Church it
has made the car park more accessible to large vehicles and wedding cars etc.

19

Members of the congregation hanging the new Church gates L-R Lee Alexander,
Sandy Brown, Robbie and Kyle Alexander.
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TRINITY SENIOR OUTING
On Saturday 19th June, 2010 the senior members of Trinity church travelled to Lough Erne for a trip on the
Lough. The members enjoyed what turned out to be one of the warmest days of the year. Everyone boarded the
cruiser and under the guidance of our guide, Frankie Milne, we set sail.
Once we started, everyone enjoyed afternoon tea thanks to Hazel McCay and Heather Carson. The cruise took in
the broad lough and passed many of the islands dotted throughout the lough. Some members took to sitting on
the top deck in the open to enjoy the leisurely trip. One in particular, who I promised not to identify, received a
good colour.
When we returned to shore members relaxed for a while before getting back on the coach for a short shopping
trip to the town of Irvinestown. The day ended with a substantial meal in the Woodhill lodge before returning to
Trinity car park.
I would like to thank my two very able assistants who prepared the delicious afternoon tea on the day. Hazel
McCay and Heather Carson.
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GILLYGOOLEY COUPLE 60th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Popular Gillygooley couple Joe and Ethel King have recently celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary. Both
have been life-long members of Gillygooley Presbyterian Church and were married in Gillygooley on 25th July
1950 by Rev Rowan of First Omagh who was deputising for Rev Harry Pinkerton who was on holiday. Joe and
Ethel set up home at Cloghog building themselves a cottage on the family farm. It must be remembered this was
only a few years after the end of the 2nd World War when life for rural dwellers was very difficult and resources
hard to find.

Pictured above: The extended King family prior to the celebratory dinner.
Joe and Ethel had a large family of five daughters and four sons all of whom
are now married and living in Australia, Wales, Scotland and N. Ireland
where they are pursuing professional careers.
Pictured above: Joe and Ethel on their wedding day 25th July 1950.
In addition to rearing her large family Ethel worked on the farm as was traditional for farmer’s wives of that era.
She recalls milking cows (by Hand remember) tying corn and driving the tractor and binder. Joe doubled as an
agricultural contractor in addition to farming and recalls how he may have been twelve miles from home at
milking time and Ethel had to complete the task on her own.
Ethel is a former organist of Gillygooley Church and Joe has been a member of the choir since approximately
1945. Although they both lived in the same area from childhood it was at a function in the old Gillygooley
Orange Hall organised by Gillygooley Young Farmers Club that romance blossomed.
To celebrate the occasion a special dinner was held in Gillygooley Orange Hall where 160 family and friends from
throughout the world gathered to mark this great occasion which continued with dancing into the wee small
hours.
The congregation and Community of Gillygooley congratulate Joe and Ethel on this wonderful achievement and
for what they have contributed to the Gillygooley area. May they be blessed with good health and happiness for
many years to come. God be with you both as you continue life’s journey.
Picture bottom right: Joe and Ethel before cutting the cake on their 60th Anniversary and below left Joe and
Ethel proudly display the congratulations card they received from Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth.
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ARE YOU BETWEEN 5 AND 15 YEARS OF AGE?
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN MAKING NEW FRIENDS
AND HAVING FUN WHILST LEARNING NEW SKILLS?
IF YOU ARE THE 1ST OMAGH COMPANY BOYS’ BRIGADE NEEDS YOU.
ACTIVITIES INCLUDE MODEL MAKING, ARCHERY, GAMES,
TARGET SHOOTING, FUND RAISING AND DUKE of EDINBURGH AWARD.
MEETINGS ARE HELD IN FIRST OMAGH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH HALL
ON TUESDAY NIGHTS.
ANCHOR BOYS 5 - 8 YEARS
JUNIOR SECTION P5 – P7

6.30 pm - 7.30 pm
7 pm - 8.30 pm

COMPANY SECTION YEAR 8 UPWARDS

7 pm - 9 pm

FURTHER INFORMATION CAN BE OBTAINED FROM
DREW HAMILTON Tel: 82241952
ALL NEW MEMBERS WILL BE WELCOME.

Pictured above are four officers of 1st Omagh Boys Brigade who recently completed a two day Youth Leader
Training Course held in Fintona Presbyterian Church.
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Trinity Childrens Day
On Sunday 13th June 2010 Trinity held its annual Childrens Service and Presentation of Prizes. Alex Thompson
provided some lovely music on the piano before Rev Herron started the service to a full church. The Childrens
Choir sang “I’ve got peace like a river” then Graham Carson, Chelsea Johnston and Katie Buchanan read from
Psalm 133. A poem entitled “How peace begins” was read by Jack Duncan and Hannah Patterson read James 3:
13-18. There was a presentation of the Missing Peace Collection made by Molly Buchanan and Henry Thompson
to Rev Herron on behalf of the Sunday School in aid of the Missing Peace Project. The money raised will be used
to support community development work in both Nepal and Northern Ireland. Emma Moore led the prayers for
others, then Matthew Fenwick, Mark Clements, Grace Monteith and Lindsey Carson collected the offering whilst
Emily Buchanan played the piano. The Childrens Choir sang their second piece, “Who’s the king of the jungle?”
then Rev Herron presented the prizes to the children and the service ended with the Benediction.

Back: Bonita Clarke, Reece Stewart and
Katie Buchanan.
Front: James Thompson and Alex
Thompson.

Back: Matthew Fenwick, Graham Carson and
Matthew Patterson.
Front: Chelsea Johnston, Jack Duncan and Emily
Buchanan.

Back: Tom Bell, Scott Galbraith, Henry Thompson and Rebecca
Stewart.
Front: Robbie Bell, Kyle Johnston, Luke McFarland, Ellie
Duncan, Molly Buchanan, Mark Fenwick and Lucy Reid.

(Bible Class) Back: Ryan Stewart, Grace Monteith, Lindsey
Carson and David Moore.
Middle: Sarah Moore, Emma Moore and Kirstin Duncan.
Front: Leon Clarke, Dean Hannigan, Emma Moore, Amy
Patterson, Hannah Patterson and Mark Clements.
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before the service started.
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Emily Buchanan played whilst the
collection was lifted.
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Emma Moore led the prayers for
others.

Hannah Patterson reading James 3: 13-18.

Molly Buchanan and Henry Thompson presented
Rev Herron with the money that had been raised
by Sunday School for the Missing Peace Project.

Katie Buchanan , Graham Carson and Chelsea Johnston
read from Psalm 133.

“How peace begins”, being read by Jack Duncan.
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ULSTER PROJECT 2010
SALT LAKE CITY – by Graeme Walker
In February 2010 I was so excited to be picked at part of an Ulster Project Team heading to Salt Lake City,
Utah, America for the month of July, but little did I know what a brilliant time I would have. For the next
few months I got to know the other team members and my leaders really well and on 28th June at 3am we
all met at the Bus Depot in Omagh to travel to Dublin Airport by bus. Three flights later we arrived in Salt
Lake City Airport exhausted on 29th June where we met our hosts for the first time. I stayed with a really
loving and welcoming family called the Forsters and my host teen was called Weston. Weston and I got on
really well and are still in touch via e-mail. There were activities planned for us every day from voluntary
work in soup kitchens and working with the disadvantaged, to going to theme parks and pool parties. We
went to a rodeo, a baseball game and even had an airplane flying lesson. We also attended different
church services and events. The Forsters took me on a camping weekend to Yellowstone National Park,
there were loads of things to do and see, including geysers and animals I have never seen before such as
moose, bison, elk and wolves. I thoroughly enjoyed my time in Salt Lake City and was sad when the time
came to leave my American teen friends and especially
my host family and best buddy Weston.
Through the Ulster Project I have made 28 new best
friends and we all hope to see the Americans back in
Omagh next year. This was the best month of my life.
Weston and I will definitely keep in touch and hope to
meet next summer – I can’t wait!
If anyone is unsure if they should apply for such a
wonderful opportunity or has any questions just come
and ask me – as the Americans’ say, “IT’S AWESOME!”
Picture left: Weston Forster (Left) and Graeme in
Yellowstone National Park.

Samaritan Volunteers - Autumn Recruitment Campaign
Samaritans is a registered charity that provides a completely confidential and non-judgemental
listening service for people who are experiencing feelings of distress or despair, including those that
could lead to suicide.
The Omagh branch, which has been active since 1975, draws volunteers of all ages and creeds from
across Tyrone and Fermanagh. We need a large number of dedicated volunteers to help maintain our
service, hence the necessity to recruit twice yearly – in Spring and in Autumn.
Much media coverage is afforded to the increasing incidence of suicide within our society. Samaritans
believe that offering people the opportunity to be listened to in confidence, and accepted without
prejudice, can alleviate despair and suicidal feelings. Can you help us to provide this vital service?
Find out more about our work:
Telephone: 028 8225 1530 or e-mail: recruit.omagh.samaritans@btconnect.com
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Annual Sunday School Barbeque
The annual Children’s barbeque and fun evening was held in the Orange Hall on Friday 11th June. The children
enjoyed an evening of various games organised by the Sunday School Teachers. Thanks is expressed to
everyone concerned especially the sponsors of the event. Our camera captured some of the evenings
entertainment.

“Anyone for a game of football” L-R Errol McKinley,
Matthew McKernan and Calvin McKinley.

Helena Caldwell takes her turn on the slide during
the barbeque.

Thirsty work these games L-R Jack Crawford, Neil
Hemphill, Andrew Aiken, Frazer Caldwell, Adam
Porter, Matthew Hunter.

L-R Emily Gault and Chloe Aiken.

Enjoying the bouncy castle at the Sunday School barbeque are L-R Aaron McKinley, Helena Caldwell and Karen
King.
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YOUTH IN FOCUS
Jemma Walker who is a member of Gillygooley Congregation is
currently a second year student at the University of Ulster Loughry
Campus studying Food Management and Marketing. As a member of
Mountjoy Girls’ Brigade she completed Bronze, Silver and Gold Duke of
Edinburgh Awards. The latter of which, she was honoured to receive
from The Duke of Edinburgh in person at St James Palace, London on
23rd February 2010.
To receive her Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award she completed stipulated
criteria in service, skill, physical, expedition and residential tasks over a
twelve month period. Personally she felt the expedition was the most
challenging. This involved map orientation of a specific route and hiking
fifty miles in four days, over the Sperrin Mountains carrying all food,
shelter, clothing and cooking equipment required. This = Achievement!
All these areas tested her commitment, determination and physical
fitness. Jemma found the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme very
beneficial and rewarding - an experience which will stay with her
forever.
Jemma is an assistant Sunday School teacher and also assistant Leader
in Gillygooley Youth Club and Sub-Officer in Mountjoy Girls Brigade.
Her hobbies are music, reading and of course walking her dog Scrappy.
Picture left: Jemma receiving her Duke of Edinburgh Award.

Gillygooley Useful Contacts
If you require support or information regarding Gillygooley Presbyterian Church or Gillygooley Youth &
Community Development Association please contact the following:
Gillygooley Presbyterian Church – Rev. Robert Herron Tel: 8224 3776
Sunday School – Beverly Tel: 8224 7047
Gillygooley Youth & Community Development Association – Andrew Tel: 8224 2895
Gillygooley Youth Club – Alison Tel: 8283 1773
Gillygooley 2nd Youth (50+ club) - Iris Tel: 8224 2895
Chatterbox Playgroup - Linda Tel: 8224 3146
Gillygooley Community Choir - Andrew Tel: 8224 2895
Gillygooley Community Alert –
Gillygooley Walking Club –

Fred Tel: 8224 2708
Eric Tel: 8224 6511

Iris Tel: 8224 2895
Diane Tel: 8224 6553

Gillygooley Pipe Band (piping or drumming lessons) – William Tel: 8224 8494
Gillygooley LOL 339 – Raymond Tel: 8283 1444
Fairy Water Farmers Group – Mervyn Tel: 8283 1355
Gillygooley Primary School – Tel: 8224 2932
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Ulster Project Experience in Salt Lake City
This year I was fortunate to be given a place on the Ulster Project trip to Salt Lake City, Utah,
USA, along with 11 other very excited teens from the Omagh area. Projects like this require
organization, time, effort, commitment, patience – and money, so to raise the necessary
funds we did bag packing in Asda, we held a table quiz and we sold raffle tickets – all of which
was great fun!
We left at the end of June. I was really looking forward to the trip, especially as it would be
my first time in America. The English dictionary doesn’t have enough words to describe how
amazing my trip was. Everything in Salt Lake City was really well organized by our American
leader Les Sage – an ‘awesome’ and lovely person who worked really hard to give us Northern
Irish teens a lifetime memory that we’ll never forget. As well as getting chances to shop, the
activities were so much fun! We went to a great water park Alpine Slide which has a huge
outdoor slide in the Rocky Mountains. We also went bowling, to a disco, hiking, pool parties,
rock climbing, ice skating, snorkeling, rodeo, car washing, camping and we held a talent show.
The family I stayed with were so down-to-earth and friendly, I couldn’t have asked for any
better. They made me feel very welcome and treated me the same way they treated their
daughter Jillian. On one of our free days they took me to San Francisco which was beautiful.
You’re probably thinking this is just a holiday for teens, to spend time with other Protestants and Catholics, but no, it really
isn’t! The project aims to create peace for the NI teens and also to help us to realize that when you’re a teen, you may face
problems in your life that you think no one else has experienced. As a group of 24 teens, including the Americans, we got to
know each other and discovered that we can help each other with understanding and respect. During our trip we also
helped in the community by planting trees, spending a day helping at a school for disabled children and at a home for the
elderly, quilting for the homeless and helping at a soup kitchen. I was always brought up to respect the elderly and the
disabled and I got to put a smile on the faces of young and old – that was the best memory for me!
I came home with a better understanding of many things and I would give anything to relive July 2010 – but now I get to
look forward to the future and seeing my new friends again next summer.
I am so glad I was chosen to take part in the Project and good luck to anyone applying this year because, if you’re as lucky
as me, you’ll not only change for the better, you’ll have the best summer of your life!
Grace Monteith

Ulster Project Experience in Lake Charles
I was part of the Ulster Project 2010 group that went to Lake Charles in
Louisiana, USA this summer.
Before we left, we had a Service of Blessing on Sunday the 20th June in Trinity
Presbyterian Church, for all the teens who were heading to America and our
family members and friends were also invited.
Next was the Ulster Project concert which took place on Thursday 24th June in
St Joseph's Hall. This was really well supported, with everyone enjoying a great
night’s entertainment from all us teens.
Before we knew, it was Sunday the 27th June and at 4.15am we left the bus
station and headed for Dublin Airport.
The flight took off at 10am and we were on our way to Houston Airport and
then we got a connecting flight to Toronto, Canada. It was a really long trip but I
had my friends there with me and I couldn’t wait to get to Lake Charles.
My host family was the Rigmaidin family. Their son was called Daniel and he
was 13 years old. He had 4 brothers - Thomas, Matthew, Justin, Jacob and a
sister called Hannah. Their mum and dad were called Carie and Ricky.
While I was there the activities we did included pool parties, shopping trips, air boat rides, fishing and crabbing, playing
basketball and a tour of LSU McNees College and we also went away with our American friends for three days to a rope
climbing camp.
My favourite activity was when Daniel’s dad would take us out on the lake in his speed boat, which was the best fun ever.
All too soon, it was the 29th of July, the month was up and we were heading back home to Ireland.
Taking part in the Ulster Project was a very worthwhile experience, one I will never forget. I made some great friends who I
still stay in touch with.
Daniel and four other members of his family are coming to Ireland this year for Christmas and I’ve been invited out next
summer again to stay with the Rigmaidins, my host family. I am really looking forward to seeing them all again.
Ryan Stewart
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TRINITY CHURCH

During July and August a number of jobs and improvement work
was carried out at the church. One of the biggest jobs undertaken
was the restoration and replacement of stone around the door and
four main windows on the front elevation. Around the front door
five full stones and three front faces were replaced, with the
remainder of the existing stones being grinded and retooled. A
total of twenty three stones were replaced around the four
windows. Again the existing stonework was grinded and retooled
to match in with the new stones. This work was completed over
the course of two weeks in July by Keith McCammon of “Crafted
Stone”.
As a result of this work, the glass screens covering the stained glass
windows had to be removed, cleaned and re-fitted by Stephen
Maguire.
The next project undertaken was the construction of two outside
ramps to assist access to the main hall and the “Wee Johnny”
room. A concrete ramp was built outside the “Wee Johnny” room
and a further ramp, at the bottom of the steps leading to the main
entrance was constructed. Inside the hallway, the three steps
leading to the toilets /green room were removed and replaced by
a concrete ramp.
In addition to that work a new set of railings (kindly donated by Joe Clements) were erected along a
reconstructed wall adjacent to the church hall. All this work, including a number of smaller, but no less
important, jobs was carried out by Bert and Jason Rea, ably assisted by Chabba.
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Children’s Service at Gillygooley
Gillygooley Presbyterian Church had a capacity Congregation on Sunday 13 June for the annual Children’s service.
The junior choir was trained and accompanied by Amanda Graham with the children singing three choruses ‘For I’m
building a People of Power,’ ‘Colours of day’ and ‘I’ve got Joy, Joy, Joy.’ The Rev. Herron conducted the service
taking as his theme the ‘Missing Peace’ ‘Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness’ James
ch.3 vs.18. The lessons were read by Chloe Aiken, Glen McKinley, Stephen Fleming and Nicola Hemphill. Two
poems entitled ‘How Peace Begins’ and ‘Plant a Seed of Peace’ were recited by Stephanie Hunter and Jack Crawford
whilst Prayers for Others were lead by Kyra McKinley. Beverley Fleming, Sunday School Superintendent assisted by
Rev. Herron distributed prizes to the children several of which were for excellent attendance at Church and Sunday
School. During the service Karen King and Lauren Hunter presented, on behalf of the Sunday School, a contribution
to be forwarded for Mission Work in Nepal. Following the service everyone was invited to the Orange Hall where
members of the bible class served coffee and scones with time for fellowship afterwards.

Amanda Graham with members of the junior choir
following the Children’s day service.

Readers who took part in the service are L-R Glen
McKinley, Chloe Aiken and Stephen Fleming.

Gillygooley Pipe Band Promote Tourism
Gillygooley Pipe Band is to be featured as part of a promotion to be launched online by Tourism Ireland to promote
tourism in Co. Tyrone. The camera crew fronted by Gavin Cullin, from Dublin, recorded the band practice in
Gillygooley Orange Hall and William Smyth, pipe major, was interviewed by Declan Ford for local radio on the
history of the band. The Blue Thistle Scottish Dancers from neighbouring Drumrawn Orange Hall were also to be
featured. The camera crew were also present in Newtownstewart on 12th July and recorded the band in the
assembly field and also on parade. The project is being promoted by Sperrin Marketing and should be available
online by August.

William Smyth second from left being interviewed by
Declan Ford and Gavin Cullin for Tourism Ireland.

Some of the young members of the Band who will be
on the website. L-R Kyra, Alex and Errol McKinley,
Reece Stewart, Ryan McFarland, Calvin McKinley,
Stephen Hemphill, Kyle McKinley, Carol Fleming
and Glenn McKinley.
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Where Are They Now?
Shirley King – Born 3rd March 1961 to Joe and Ethel and fourth in a family of nine.
I grew up in a very busy happy farming household initially attending St Mary’s school, Laght and later completing
my education at Omagh Academy. I then went on to do my nursing training in Belfast in July 1979, completing
my midwifery training in Altnagalvin hospital in 1983. I married Ray Barclay from Castlederg on 12th September
1985 and we always wished to travel to Australia. My Aunt and Uncle, Fyffe and Sadie Graham had already
settled there and we were overjoyed and delighted by their warm welcome when we arrived in sunny Perth,
Western Australia in October 1986 – they were both so helpful to us, for which I am extremely grateful.
Ray and I are now married almost 25 years and we have two wonderful sons, Richard and Jaxon, who are both at
university studying aviation and drama respectively.
I am a community nurse in Perth and I visit people in their own homes – our mission is to maintain and promote
independence and dignity offering nursing and care services where necessary. I thoroughly enjoy my work and
it feels so good to help someone and make them feel better, no matter how small the deed may be. It is such a
rewarding job and I can not imagine working in any other field.
Ray is in the construction industry and although work has suffered slightly due to the recent global financial
crisis it is on the upturn.
Australia has been very good to us and we have settled into the Aussie lifestyle very well, but it is always such an
exciting time when we return home. It’s great to see my parents and catch up with my now very large family –
there’s always a few new nieces and nephews to meet on each visit and our sons enjoy the opportunity to catch
up with everyone, sometimes getting confused with who is who. They both attended Boys Brigade in Australia
and are aware of the importance of the Church in their lives. I have always attended Gillygooley Church on all of
my visits home and enjoy being part of the congregation again.
I often wonder if my life would have been different if I remained in Northern Ireland, however we have much to
be thankful for and home for me will always be the family farm at Laght. I am privileged to be part of a large
family and I know that I have wonderful parents who have always guided me in the right direction, even though
I’m sure I was wayward at times.
Finally, may I extend an invitation to anyone who wishes to visit us – give me a call on 00618 9408 0606 and I
guarantee you a warm welcome. Thank you for reading my story and may God bless you all.

Shirley Barclay

Shirley during a recent
return visit to Gillygooley
Presbyterian Church.

The Barclay Family L-R Richard, Ray, Shirley & Jaxon relax in the community
garden at Gillygooley during their recent visit home.
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TRINITY SUNDAY SCHOOL MUSIC MORNING
Just after Easter the children from Trinity Sunday School and Bible class were involved in a sponsored music
event held in the church hall. This was in aid of the Jengana Charity which supports street children and orphans
in Kenya. Gillian Moore travelled to Kenya in July to spend time working with the charity in Nairobi.
During the event we were visited by Franseur Makula, originally from Kenya, and his wife Rachael who came to
tell the children about the conditions many children are living in. After this introduction the children sang their
favourite songs before being taught a song in Swahili which as well as being a favourite in Kenya is now a
popular choice in Trinity.
There were a number of musical games played which showed up the most competitive amongst us. Percussion
instruments were shared out and everyone had a very noisy time testing them out. Finally everyone listened to
some African music while the more brave amongst us dressed in traditional African clothes.
While the morning proved to be a lot of fun the children also used it to raise almost £300 for the Jengana
Charity. This was taken out to Kenya by Gillian where it was used to support a wide range of work in the slums.
A very big thank you to all the parents and children who supported this event.

Fun and games.
Instruments at the ready.

Keeping the beat.

Some helpers with Franseur and Rachael Makula .

Traditional Kenyan dress.
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Gillygooley Walking Club
Another successful walking club season got under way in April with approximately 30 members meeting at the
hall or various locations every Wednesday evening, An Creggan, Lough Fea, Loughmacrory, Gortin Road,
Baronscourt, Omagh town and Gillygooley area. These outings usually finished with well deserved refreshments
in the Silverbirch Hotel, Rue, McGinns, Hunting Lodge, Royal Hotel in Cookstown. This year’s walking season
finishes on 18th September with an outing to the Argory and followed by a meal in the Viscount, Dungannon.
A special thanks to Irene and Sandy Brown and Iris and Andrew Scott for their kind hospitality on two of the
walks this year.

Walking at Loughmacrory are L-R Elaine King, Twyla
Moffitt, Carol Harpur, Eleanor Connor, Diane and
Matthew Mills.

Everyone who attended the walk around the
Gillygooley area following light refreshments at Irene
and Sandy Brown’s house.

HALL EXTENSION COMPLETE
Gillygooley Youth Club and the Community Association have completed one of the most tedious
projects ever undertaken. In 2008 they embarked on a plan to extend and modernise the toilets
including a new disabled toilet, extension to the kitchen, entrance hall and other associated work to the
Orange Hall. At time of going to press the contractor is finally completing the work. It has been a
difficult period for the hall management keeping the hall functional whilst allowing for the work to
progress. The Sunday School will be the first to use the new and refurbished facilities following
completion.

The enhanced entrance hall.

New toilet suite.
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TRINITY SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPORTING
This was my second time to visit Kenya with the
Jengana charity. Our team was made of 9 ladies
from Belfast, Ballinamallard (a former Trinity
member Audrey Campbell (Roberts) among them),
and myself from Omagh.
Kibera is the
biggest slum in
Africa and
arguably the
largest in the
world. It is
home to
around 1.2
million people.
This year we
were able to run a clinic in the slum and treated
over two hundred children, common complaints
being chest infections, ring worm and worms. Even
with no medical background I was able to dispense
medicines and give tablets to open mouthed
children. It was a privilege to be part of something
that made a huge difference to the lives of these
children. While this is something all our children
take for granted the money our Sunday School
raised allowed so many others to benefit.
We were also
able to spend
some time in a
school within
the slum and
after seeing
their very
limited
resources we
were able to
give every child a writing book as well as providing
text books and story books for the classrooms.
Mukuru slum is home to approximately 600,000
people with a life expectancy of 40 years old.
People are living in desperate conditions; no
running water, sewage system, electricity, or toilets.
Disease is rife
with raw
sewage lying in
dirty ditches
along the
streets. The
majority of
parents cannot
afford to send

CHILDREN IN

Issue 52

KENYA

BY

GILLIAN

MOORE

their children to school and due to extreme poverty
many children end up working around the slums to
bring a little money into their home. Most women
try to make a little extra for their families by selling
fruit and vegetables or washing clothes.
The project that Jengana supports in Mukuru is a
lifeline to
many families
as they
provide
primary school
education for
around 30
pence per
week.
This project
also reaches
out to the families of the kids registered with them
by visiting them and supporting them. Our team
bought groceries (rice, sugar, flour, salt, bread, oil
and milk), and under guidance from the project
leaders distributed these to families in most need.
One woman
we visited had
only a few
black bananas
left to sell so
she could feed
her family and
didn’t know
how she
would survive
after this. She could hardly believe it when a group
of white people came to her door with a bag of
food. It was visibly moving for all of us to see the
sheer joy, surprise and gratitude expressed by these
families in their humble homes not only for the
food but also that we took the time to visit them in
their homes.
We also helped at the feeding program run by the
school by
peeling
potatoes,
cooking and
dishing out
food to
around 200
children at a
time. Often
the children
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had no plates and had to share the food from a bin
lid.
This program was started soon after the school
opened when the teachers were noticing that the
children were not able to concentrate on their work
soon after arriving from home. They realized the
harsh truth that these children were in fact hungry,
having had no food from home. For most of these
children this is their only meal of the day.
One of the
first sights
you see
around the
streets of
Nairobi is of
young
children
roaming
around in
dirty, ragged
clothes. There are an estimated 80,000 of these
children living on the streets of Nairobi who are on
their own, looking for somewhere safe to sleep at
night, shivering with cold and starving when they
should be at home, tucked up in bed getting a
bedtime story like the children in our Sunday
School.
It was very sad to see these children and we made
sure that some of our Sunday School money went
to feeding a small number of them. We headed into
the city centre on several nights armed with loaves
of bread and packs of milk. We fed as many as we
could and tried to give a few words of
encouragement, although these words sometimes
felt meaningless.
After being
emotionally
drained from
seeing
children living
on the
streets, it was
encouraging
to see a
ministry like
Nyumba ya Tumaini (Home of Hope) working so
hard to take in street children and give them a
secure home, food, clothes and rehabilitate them
off the glue and back into school. Some of these
children have never attended school or slept in a
bed so it is a very challenging job. They currently
have around 20 boys who are all either at school or
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further education colleges. We were also able to
give out clothes and books which had been donated
from home. It is wonderful to see just how excited
an 18-year-old boy is to receive a sweatshirt which
was no longer used at home.
We were also involved with two Orphanages which
both take in babies with HIV/AIDS who have been
abandoned around the city of Nairobi and further
afield. Our team worked hard, changing, feeding,
playing, tidying, encouraging and helping out in
whatever way we could. It felt like Christmas when
we shared out the books and toys we had brought
along. The staff are always grateful for any help as
they have an extremely busy job caring for so many
babies and young children.
We also held a
3 day Bible
Kids Club in
the area where
we were
staying. This
was a rural
area about an
hour outside
the city of
Nairobi and although kids in this area are not living
in a slum they are still in poverty. Most of them
manage to attend school, although mostly very
basic. It was a real blessing and privilege to share
Bible stories with these kids, through drama,
memory verses, worksheets and games.
The team returned home safely after a busy,
exhausting yet rewarding 2 weeks with many
stories to tell. We learned how to appreciate how
much we have here at home and how we naturally
grumble about tiny problems when those
experiencing real hardship are praising God.
By being able to share this with the children in
Sunday School I hope they will realize just how
significant our Music Morning was in supporting
these children so very far away. How they have
been able to help those in such awful circumstances
through no fault of their own.
Thanks to all who supported this work through our
Sunday School sponsored music morning and
donations from the Sunday coffee mornings.
Jengana would love to hear from anyone who is
interested in supporting our work in any way.
Contacts:
Tel: 07866 510861
Email: info@jengana.com
Website: www.jengana.com
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Garden Project Celebrates 10th Anniversary of Gillygooley Group
To celebrate its 10th anniversary, Gillygooley Youth and Community Development Association has developed a
small area of wasteland which was previously covered in weeds and bramble, into a picturesque garden of
colour and an area for relaxation.
It is located between Gillygooley Presbyterian Church and Gillygooley Orange Hall. The garden also includes a
seat for residents of the area and visitors, where they can relax and view the beautiful scenery of the hills of
Baronscourt and Bessy Bell mountain.
The garden was officially opened on Saturday 15th May by Miss Peggy Fyffe, one of the areas most senior
residents. Miss Fyffe has spent her entire life living in the Gillygooley area, and has witnessed the evolving
changes of the countryside during this period.
Presiding at the opening, Andrew Scott (Association Chairman) welcomed local residents and representatives
from the various organisations based in the area. He extended a special welcome to Philomena McDermott,
from Airtricity, without whose financial support the project would not have been possible.
Rev. Robert Herron lead an act of dedication and
prayer, followed by Fred Chambers ( a committee
member of the association), who recited a poem
entitled ‘The Glory of the Garden.’
Karen King, daughter of the vice chairman, presented a
bouquet of flowers to Miss Fyffe.
In drawing the proceedings to a close, Mr. Scott
outlined how the location of the garden had once been
the site of an ancient kiln. This had been unearthed
during the excavation of the site, and according to local
conservation consultant, John Beattie (currently
working in Dublin), the kiln dates back to the early
1830s when they were a common site in rural
communities.
Pictured at the Gillygooley Youth and Community
In conclusion, Andrew Scott thanked Airtricity Limited
Development Association garden, which was officially
for making the project possible by the grant of £3,000.
opened on Saturday 15th May from left, Raymond
Continuing, he expressed his thanks and appreciation
King, association vice-chairperson, Margaret
for the voluntary contribution made by various people
Hemphill, Secretary, Rev. Robert Herron, minister,
associated with the local organisations. He also
Philomena McDermott, Airtricity Ltd, Andrew Scott,
expresses thanks to Gillygooley Presbyterian Church for
chairman, Sheena Herron, Fred Chambers and Mavis
the use of their land and their financial contribution to
Elkin, treasurer.
the project. He said this was an excellent community
project, which embraced the talents of the local
community from design to completion. The structural
work was carried out by Walker Brothers, Ardstraw.
The event concluded with morning coffee in Gillygooley
Orange Hall.

Peggy Fyffe officially opens the Community Garden
accompanied by Andrew Scott, Sheena & Rev.
Herron.

Some of those who attended the official opening and
dedication of the Community Garden.
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The finished product.

Assisting with the planting of the flowers are L-R Jack
& Ryan Crawford.

Karen King presenting Peggy Fyffe with a bouquet of
flowers.

Rev. Herron and Sheena, who recited a poem, try out
the new seat in the Community Garden.

Record of Baptisms, Marriages and Deaths in the Congregations
Baptisms in Trinity
30 May Louisa Grace Ferguson

24 Jul

31 Jul

4 Sep
“Let the children come to me...”
(Mark 10:14)

Marriages in Trinity
Clinton Mark Anthony
&
Diane Amanda Clements

Deaths in Trinity
28 Jul
Gertrude McCauley

Jonathan George
McKernaghan &
Rachel Roberta
Alexander
Marriages in Gillygooley
John Howard Speer
& Caroline Elaine Scott

“Love one another as I have loved
you...”
(John 15:12)

“I am the resurrection and
the life...”
(John 11:25)
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Children’s Page
HARVEST QUIZ
At harvest time the church is decorated with lots of fruit and vegetables. Can you work out the fruit and
vegetables below? Answers to be written on a scroll. (The Scroll making instructions are shown below)

A____

M_______

B_____

O____

C__________

P______

D___

R________

G____

S_________

K___

T_____

L____

W____ M____

How to make a Scroll

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Take a white piece of paper.
Put it into a basin or container that it will fit flatly into.
Pour cold black tea over the page.
Keep the page in the tea for about 10 minutes.
After 10 minutes take the page out and put it somewhere to dry.
You could put the page on an old newspaper and set it underneath a radiator or you could hang it up
somewhere using clothes pegs.
7. When the page is dry keep it flat.
8. You might like to add some design to your scroll.
9. Don’t forget to write all the fruits and vegetables on your scroll.
The winner will be the person with all the correct answers and the best scroll.
Please Note: We can only accept Primary School Entrants.
Please indicate which church you belong to on the entry.
Please forward entries to Andrew Scott, Aughnamoyle House, 41 Gillygooley Road Omagh, BT78 5PP no later
that 4 weeks after publication. If more than one correct entry is received from either church a draw will be made.
Please send in whole page including name and address.
Last issue’s winners:

Trinity - Chelsea Johnston

Gillygooley - Laurene Hunter
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My Amazing Trip to Malawi – by James Hemphill, Gillygooley
It all started last June when at my sister-in-laws for tea, she told
me she was planning to travel to Malawi with Edenderry
Presbyterian Church summer 2010, under Habitat for Humanity
for N.I. an organisation that build houses for families who live
in extreme poverty and sub standard housing. I asked how she
got involved in this and it was something I had always thought
about doing. Ten minutes later and after a few phone calls I
was now on the team.
I knew a lot of fundraising was required I want to thank you all
so much for the support financially and mentally, also for the
encouragement you gave me during the past year. Whether it
was attending the various functions held in Gillygooley or
Edenderry and for the very generous donation given by the
congregation of Gillygooley.
We left Edenderry Car Park at 11.45 am on Wednesday 28th
July to begin a long journey to Likhubula Lodge outside Mulanje
in the south of Malawi. After flights to London, Ethiopia, Congo
and Malawi, an overnight in Lilongwe and an eight hour bus trip
(no motorways there) we arrived safely but unfortunately five suitcases didn’t (mine being one of them). The
Lodge was basic to say the least, no hot water, cement floors and certainly no home comforts but that is what
we expected, to have running water and a flushing toilet was a plus. Food wasn’t too bad, porridge for
breakfast and a lot of rice and pasta for lunch and dinner, however on the odd occasion we got chicken and
chips or pizza.
Most days began around 6.30 a.m. as it gets dark about 6 p.m. We began to build a house for Anna a single
parent whose husband died leaving her with four children, she and her youngest son are HIV positive, both
receiving medication but living in dreadful conditions. A mud house, one room, no windows, thatch roof that
constantly leaks, mud floors and cooking done outside
over an open fire. It took us approximately seven days to
build the house to roof level using clay brick and mud
mixed with water for the cement ‘know as matobi’. On
site we had 3 local contractors and three experienced
builders on the team, so everyone gave it a go and we
managed the very best. We built Anna a brick house
with two bedrooms, one living room, storeroom with a
tin roof and an outside brick latrine (they are an
experience on their own to use).
During our stay we went to two different Churches the
first Likhubula Presbyterian, an extremely poor village,
majority of people do not own shoes and wear poor
quality ill-fitting clothes, they have so little possessions
but the love and happiness they showed to us and each
other was humbling as was their faith in God. The
service was very similar to our own.
Picture right: James and sister-in-law Joyce building a
home for Anna and her children.
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OUT AND ABOUT WITH GILLYGOOLEY 2ND YOUTH
Gillygooley 2nd Youth (50+ Club) have completed one of their busiest seasons since the clubs formation.
Following an enjoyable programme of winter activities the summer months were enjoyed by several outings to
various locations with full coaches to all destinations. As usual our camera captured some of these events for
your enjoyment.
The Club held it’s A.G.M in June when Raymond King, Gillygooley Youth Club Chairman conducted the election.
Those elected were:- Chairperson Iris Moffitt-Scott. vice-chairperson John Hall, Secretary Dorothy King, Ass.
Secretary Violet Crosbie, Treasurer Margaret Hemphill, Ass. Treasurer Thelma Harkness, Welfare Officer Iris
Moffitt-Scott, Catering Supervisors Lily Nethery and Beatrice Alexander, Press Officer Andrew Scott.
The first meeting of the winter season is on Monday 27th September at 8pm in Gillygooley Orange Hall when
new members will be most welcome.
New Age Kurling re-commences Tuesday 21st September for Further information contact Jean McCutcheon.
Pilates re-commence Thursday 16th September to register contact Iris Tel 8224 2895.

Watching the re-inactment at the Boyne Battle site are
Thelma Harkness, Liz & George Thompson, Philip Elkin,
Victor Sayers, Audrey Clements and Audrey Blackmore.

Those who attended a computer class organised by
2nd Youth in the computer suite Gortrush seated L-R
Margaret & Sandra Hemphill, Joyce McAskie & Gertie
Short. Back L-R Pat & Wilma Porter, Una (tutor) Alan
Graham, Irene Brown, Beatrice Alexander and Iris
Moffitt-Scott.

2nd Youths most senior member Peggy Fyffee
received V.I.P. treatment from the Restaurant
manager at Manor House Hotel accompanied by
Violet Crosbie.

Irene Hurst, 2nd right, gave a conducted tour of St.
Johns Parish Church, Rossnowlagh to members of
2nd Youth L-R Emily Young, John Hall, Jean Creery,
Mary Cooper, Ellen McConnell, Ruth Kyle, Harold
Brunt and Audrey Clements.
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Sadie Clements determined to get a
hole in one.
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Robbie Alexander and Gerald McCauley try out their golfing skills at
Ballygowan Range.

Relaxing after their meal at Lisburn Golf Club are L-R
Eric & Lila Crawford, Irene Brown, Edith Hemphill,
Beatrice Alexander, Sadie Clements, Sandy Brown
and Robbie Alexander.

All plates cleaned at the dinner in Lisburn Golf Club LR seated Lily Ewing, Muriel Bell, Carol Wilson, Nell
Dunn and Agnes Kyle. Back L-R Ethel Caldwell, Violet
Crosbie and Meta McCay.

L-R Pearl Megahey, Margaret & Edith Hemphill and
Sadie Clements enjoying the sunshine at Hillsborough
Castle.

L-R Violet Crosbie, Lily Ewing and Ethel Caldwell relax
at the Hillsborough Garden Festival.
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Jean McCutcheon sets the pace at
the activities night in the Orange
Hall.

‘Our members get up to some crazy
things.’ Dorothy King in the egg and
spoon race at an activities night in
the Orange Hall.

‘Not good for the hairstyles.’ L-R Mary Elkin, Sadie
Clements, Jean Rea, Emily Young, Harold & Carol
Brunt, Jean Creery and Lily Ewing view the scenery on
the shores of Rossnowlagh.
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At Oldbridge River Boyne L-R Ethel
Caldwell, George Thompson, Billy
Caldwell and Lily Ewing.

Members of 2nd Youth enjoying the sea air at
Rossnowlagh are L-R Myra & Beatrice Alexander, Lily
Nethery, Eileen Boyd, Mary Cooper, Nina Buchanan
and Violet Crosbie.

Billy Backward and Paddy Past
Tom To-morrow was visiting an outlying farm-counting the animals and looking at the crops. At his elbow was
an old neighbour, Billy Backward who had a small holding down a lane. He was not much out in public. He used
to dress up on a Sunday and go to church but over the years it began to be a bother to do so he went nowhere, but
everyone know that if anything happened to Billy where he would be buried.His brother used to live with him and
see to the domestic arrangements. Billy did not bother with the television; he had the wireless and he could get
any news he wanted. Most news did not matter to Billy; yet Billy was not stupid. He could surprise the
neighbours who calledOne night there were several neighbours present including Tom To-morrow and Frank
Faith. Someone said to Billy that he had not travelled far. “I have travelled further than any one in this room,” he
said. At this there was a surprised buzz in the room; they knew him and thought that the heat was getting to him;
yet they were kind to him and not want to contradict him directly “How so?” they asked. “We never see you going
far; did you travel in early life?” “No,” said Billy yet he continued to insist that he had travelled further than
anyone in the room. “How so, Billy?”, “I have travelled eighty one times around the sun.” No one could deny
him his word.Paddy Past used to call and tell Billy about past liturgies. Billy was too smart to fall for this line;
but being a kindly man he did not indulge in point scouting. There was a world of chat before themFrank Faith
left a copy of the psalms in large print. One of the psalms caught their attention. It was Psalm 71 and it had this
line “Do not forsake me when I am old”. There was no disagreement on this; both Billy and Paddy could identify
with the words; whether they could go beyond identification we will have to wait and see.
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Summer Scheme at Gillygooley
Gillygooley Youth and Community Development
Association have completed a four week programme of
activities based in Gillygooley Orange Hall for Children
of both Primary and Secondary level. Week 1-3 was for
children of Primary age with hall based activities
including cooking, crafts, football, table tennis, snooker
etc. Out-of-centre activities included swimming, trips to
the cinema, adventure parks and nature trails. Week 4
was for year eight upwards and twenty-five young
people had an enjoyable time with trips to cinema,
bowling and paint-balling in addition to a treasure hunt
and other hall based activities. Thanks are expressed to
the junior leaders Alana Patterson, Gemma Armstrong
and Jonathan Smyth and also to the senior leader
Jennifer O’Donnell and her team of assistants. The
Association wish to acknowledge funding received from
Omagh District Council to assist with the Summer
Scheme.

Andrew Aiken clears a ball
from the goal line.

“Deep in
concentration” Jodie
Nethery at the summer
scheme.

Zoe Mitchell and Stephanie Hunter playing draughts
during the summer scheme.

Football line-up at the Gillygooley Summer Scheme.
L-R Adam McCollum, Reese Stewart, Jordan Dickson,
Andrew Aiken, Glen McKinley, Adam Porter, Neill
Hemphill, Craig Forsythe, Jimmy Moreland and
Matthew Donald.

Member of Gillygolley Junior Summer Scheme with
their Leaders Alana Patterson, Gemma Armstrong
and Jonathan Smyth.

Jason King cues up for a shot watched by Jack Moore
and Matthew Hunter.
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CHURCH FORUM WINDOW ON DISPLAY AT GILLYGOOLEY
Iris Moffitt-Scott (right) Gillygooley representative on Churches Forum, explains the various features of the
window to Shirley Barclay (nee King) who was home on holiday from Australia.
A miniature window created by Omagh
Churches Forum and Raphoe Churches
Forum was on display in Gillygooley
Church during June and July. The
project has been sponsored by Raphoe
Reconciliation Project as part of the
E.U. Programme for Peace &
Reconciliation and part financed by the
Irish Government. The window depicts
scenes from the two locations including
local Churches and those involved in
the Churches Forum and also aspects of
life and faith in both communities. The
window is doing a tour of local
Churches and is currently on display in
Lislimnaghan Parish Church.

Marriage
Pictured following their wedding on 31st July are Jonathan and Rachel McKernaghan other members of the
bridal party are L-R Stephen Armstrong, Best man, Lorna Kerr, Matron of Honour, Emma Kerrigan and Katerina
Patrick, Bridesmaids, David and Gary Irvine, Groomsmen. Rachel was a member of Gillygooley Congregation.
The reception was held at Corrick House, Clougher. We wish them Gods blessing in their new life together.

A Marriage Blessing
We thank-you O God, for the love you implanted in their hearts. May it always inspire them to be kind in their
words, considerate of feelings and concerned for each other’s needs and wishes. Help them to be understanding
and forgiving of human weaknesses and failings. Increase their faith and trust in you and may your prudence
guide their life and love. Bless their marriage, O God, with peace and happiness, and make their love fruitful for
your glory and our joy both here and in eternity.

Issue 52

T RINIT Y & GI LLY GOO LE Y NE WS

Page 29

Presbyterian News in Brief by Gillygooley Correspondent
Presbyterian Women
Over 2500 women met in two sessions for the A.G.M of Presbyterian Women. Presbyterian Women have
membership of approx. 14000 organised in 500 groups around Ireland. Its theme for 2011 is “Stir us to action” a
programme of study and practical action that will be followed by branches next year at their meetings. The
current president is Mrs Phyllis Spence who is a member of Railway St, Presbyterian Church, Lisburn.

Church House work nearing completion
The external refurbishment and stonework repairs to the Presbyterian Church’s headquarters in Fisherwick Place
Belfast are due to be completed in time and under budget. The work will be completed by the end of the
summer with an estimated saving of £200,000. The repairs began eight years ago with the refurbishment of the
front façade which revealed the need for more extensive work estimated to cost £4 M. The work was supported
by a grant from the Heritage and Environment Service. In June the General Assembly agreed in principle to now
proceed with the internal refurbishment.

Is truth the closest victims of terrorism will get to justice?
The Moderator Rev Norman Hamilton has called for every sector of society to contribute to a search for ways of
healing the hurt of victims and survivors of the troubles. Rev Hamilton said that what happened to victims – the
overwhelming majority of whom suffered at the hands of terrorism must not be ignored. He said it would be
liberating for victims to have their stories heard and recorded but added any truth process would face the huge
obstacle of perpetrators vested interest in explaining away their actions. In cases so barbaric that explanations
would be that no one would come forward to admit the crime. The Moderators stance is to be welcomed as
there are many who feel the Church has failed in their support for their people who have suffered so tragically.
Meanwhile the attendance of the Moderator and other Protestant Church Leaders at the release of the Saville
Report has caused great hurt. As a Church we must never forget the suffering of our people nor allow them to
feel despaired, second class citizens or the forgotten within society. A sincere expression of regret is of immense
value. Such a response may not be able to undo a wrong. However it does improve the possibility of healing.

New home for Presbyterian Historical Society
Since its formation 100 years ago the society has been based in Church House, Belfast. Its new location is 26
College Green, convenient to Queens University. The Society is invaluable to the history of Irish
Presbyterianism. The move will entail some disruption to the services of the library. The move will incur
substantial expenditure and the society would welcome any donations which should be sent to The Treasurer,
Presbyterian Historical Society, Church House, Belfast BT1 6DW.

TRIBUTE PAID TO CHOIR STALWART
Following the Children’s
Day Service tribute was
paid to Irene McCauley
who has been a most
faithful member of the
choir for over 40 years.
Irene has been a life long
member of Gillygooley
Presbyterian Church and
her devotion to the
Church and Choir were
acknowledged when a
presentation by Bill King,
Clerk of Session, was
made following the
Service.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
The theme this year is "Stir Us to Action"
Trinity and Gillygooley P.W began on the 14th
September 2010 in Trinity Hall with speaker Jolene Bell.
Here is the rest of the P.W. programme for the session.
OCTOBER
NOVEMBER
DECEMBER
JANUARY
FEBRUARY
MARCH

12th
09th
14th
11th
08th
08th

2010
2010
2010
2011
2011
2011

Deaconess Lynda Gibson
First Omagh P,W.
Claire and Faith McElhinney
Mr John Moore
Heather Watson
Mr Alan Miller

TRINITY GIRLS' BRIGADE
Trinity Girls' Brigade resumed on the 8th September at
6.30.pm. Any girls from ages 4-16 are very welcome to
join. Contact for G.B. is Mavis Jardine on 82 244 630 or
email: mavisjardine@yahoo.co.uk
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The Burning Bush
This article was written by John M. Barkley, Principal-Emeritus and former Professor of History in Union
Theological College, Belfast, and appeared in the Presbyterian Herald in May 1988.

Sometime between October 1954 and December 1956 a student asked me in class, "When did
Presbyterians start using the Burning Bush as a symbol?." I remember I had to confess I did not know,
but suggested that it was probably first used by the Huguenots in France, possibly about 1592, or
maybe 1584, and said I would try to trace this and let the class know.
All I could find, however, was in John Quick's Synodic in Gallia Reformata, published in 1692. He writes,
"There is engraven on the Seal a Burning Bush in the midst whereof is written (Jahweh) and round the
circle, Flagror, non consumor". Then I looked up The Proceedings of the World Presbyterian Alliance,
published in Philadelphia in 1880, where the same symbol was given with the circumscription Synodi
ecclesiae in Gallia reformatae, 1559. I knew that Dr. G.W. Sprott had questioned the authenticity of
this, and on checking found that he had been told that it had simply been copied from a recent book on
Protestantism in France and the date had been inserted as that of the first National Synod of the
French Reformed Church.
The following year, 1957, Professor G.D. Henderson published his Burning Bush. It reveals how little
we really know about the origin of the symbol. While there are many allusions in French and Scottish
writings to the suffering but living Church, few (in spite of tradition) link these with Exodus 3 v.2. The
main emphasis in France was rather on the fact that God is always present with his people, even in
Egypt. The Latin inscription, Nec tamen consumebatur, used in Scotland is not taken from the Vulgate,
but the Latin translation of the Bible by the Dutch scholar Du Jon (Junius) and Tremellius, the Italian
reformer, in 1579. This led me on a search, which lasted for over thirty years. Where did Ardens sed
Virens come from? They are not from the text of any known Latin translation. Then on 13th January
1988, thanks to Mr. John G.W. Erskine, Stranmillis College, I think I found the answer.

Eureka!
The Presbyterian Historical Society have recently purchased a new microfilm reader. Following the
Council meeting on that date some of us were testing it for clarity. We used the microfilm of The
Banner of Ulster. How often I had seen it when consulting that newspaper down the years and had
been blind. While we looked at it John Erskine said, "There you have it, the Burning Bush, the Open
Bible, Ardens sed Virens, and all". Unlike Archimedes I was not in a bath so I could not jump out of it
and run naked through the streets of Belfast, shouting "Eureka! Eureka!" All I could say was, "At last, I
have found it. There it is staring me in the face! There is the first use of the Burning Bush linked with
the words Ardens sed Virens!" In all honesty I must admit that had not John spoken I would have failed
once again to see it. There it was on the front page of the first copy of The Banner of Ulster, 10th June,
1842, the bicentenary of the meeting of the first Presbytery at Carrickfergus in 1642. Let us look at it
carefully.
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The symbol includes the Open Bible, the Burning Bush, Ardens sed Virens, the Irish wolfhound, the
round tower, and harp, with the shamrock and thistle intertwined. Underneath are the words of
Edmund Burke: "Religion is the basis of civil society, and the source of all good and all comfort". The
whole device points to the biblical basis and also the Irishness of the Presbyterian Church.
In 1851, The Banner was enlarged and a new fount used. No longer is there a symbol on the front
page. This has been replaced by a new device over the editorial on an inside page. In it the Open Bible
disappears as does the 'Irishry'. The flag, Burning Bush with Ardens sed Virens and shamrock wreath
remain, with the red hand. A careful examination of this symbol, if it means anything, shows that
underlying these changes there is a different concept of the Church's mission, or at least, in the order
of its priorities.

In September, 1865, The Banner is again enlarged and printed from a new fount. The device over the
editorial disappears, and publication ceased about five years later.

Ardens Sed Virens
Historical conditions gave rise to The Banner's existence, to the changes in its logo, as well as its
disappearance. Limitation of space prevents a detailed examination of these. So returning to the
words Ardens sed Virens, who is responsible for them? Certainly, so far as I can trace, they do not exist
in association with the Burning Bush before 10th June, 1842. The Banner was established by the Rev.
William Gibson, minister of Third Belfast in Rosemary Street, and later professor of Ethics in The
Presbyterian College, Belfast. His purpose in founding the paper was to guide public opinion on the
relation of Church and State, in the disruption controversy in the Church of Scotland, and to uphold
orthodox Presbyterian principles, which, as A.A. Campbell says, "met with scant courtesy from the
Belfast Press". It was published twice weekly (Tuesdays and Fridays) by George Troup, a Scot, at 3
Donegall Street Place, who also acted as editor. It could have been either, but because of his declared
purpose I believe that it is the Rev. William Gibson who is to be credited with the first linking of the
Burning Bush with the words Ardens sed Virens, especially in view of their relevance to the times Irish
Presbyterianism was facing.
While symbols and signs may alter from time to time, perhaps it would be no bad thing if the General
Assembly today examined and proclaimed the place of the Open Bible in our calling and considered the
necessity to recover the Irish factor in the doctrine and mission of the Presbyterian Church.
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Special Services in Trinity & Gillygooley
(November & December)
Sunday, 14 November
Remembrance Sunday
Sunday, 5 December
World Development Sunday
Sunday, 19 December
Carol Services
Tuesday, 25 December
Christmas Day Service
(11.00 am in First Omagh)

HARVEST
THANKSGIVING
SERVICE

EVENING HARVEST
THANKSGIVING
SERVICE

HARVEST
THANKSGIVING
SERVICE

in

at

PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

Sunday, 17th
October
10-00 a.m.
Rev Robert Herron
-

- EVERYONE WELCOME -

TRINITY
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

Sunday, 17th
October
7-00 p.m.
Rodney Beacom
-

- EVERYONE WELCOME -

at

PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

Sunday, 17th
October
11-30 a.m.
Rev Robert Herron
-

- EVERYONE WELCOME -

MAGAZINE ITEMS FROM TRINITY MEMBERS
Anyone from Trinity who has an item they would like included in the magazine should contact
Richard McClung Tel: 8224 5150 Email: TrinityNews@knocksilla.plus.com or
Anne Parke Tel: 8224 2598 Email: anne.parke@btinternet.com
Please include as much written detail as possible and use original photos if emailing articles!
Don’t forget you can view a colour copy on the Trinity Church website at:
www.trinitypresbyterianchurchomagh.co.uk and click on Latest Trinity News.
The provisional deadline for submission of articles for the next edition, which is due out in January
2010, will be Monday 20th December 2010.

MAGAZINE ITEMS FROM GILLYGOOLEY MEMBERS
Items for inclusion in next Gillygooley News should be sent to: Andrew Scott, Editor, Tel 8224 2895
or Diane Mills, Assistant Editor, Tel 8224 6553. E-mail: diane553@hotmail.co.uk
Photographs by Billy Creery and Andrew Scott.

