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New Communicants at Trinity

Pictured on Easter Sunday at Trinity are: L‐R Jade Summerville, Hannah Patterson,
Aimee Nugent, Reece Kerrigan, Rachel Graham, Naomi Duncan and Kirstin Duncan.

New Communicants at Gillygooley

A capacity congregation attended morning worship in Gillygooley on Easter Sunday
when the sacrament of the Lords Supper was observed. Prior to the service,
members of the session were introduced to the new communicants by the Rev.
Herron who advised that they attended classes in preparation for Communion.
During the service they were presented with bibles by Bill King, Clerk of Session.
L‐R Keeva McIlwaine, Janice Caldwell, Kyra McKinley, Harley Semple and Errol
McKinley.
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Church News in Brief
By Gillygooley Correspondent
P.C.I. Counselling Services
At a time when some people are experiencing the difficulties and pressures of life, it is good to know there is
someone to which you can turn to for help. PCI Counselling is part of the social witness of the Presbyterian
Church and their assistance is available to everyone regardless of their religious denomination. Counsellors deal
with a range of issues including, but not limited to ‘Relationship difficulties’ ‘Bereavement & Loss’ ‘Family issues’
‘anxiety’ ‘depression’ etc. An appointment can be made by phoning 028 9261 0586 9:00am – 1pm or messages
can be left on the answer phone outside these hours. Appointments are usually arranged within two weeks and
are at various locations. All counsellors are dedicated volunteers who give freely of themselves each week and
are carefully trained to understand the difficulties people experience.

Holidaying in Donegal
Dunfanaghy Presbyterian Church has launched a new website www.dunfanaghypresbyterianchurch.com to keep
tourists updated with the latest services and events. The congregation dates back to the 1600’s and currently
have 40 families. They extend a welcome to seasonal visitors who may be holidaying in the area.

General Assembly
The General Assembly this year is from the 28th May – 1st June, one week earlier than usual due to the Queens
Diamond Jubilee celebrations. The Gillygooley representative this year is Bill King. A report will be given in the
next issue.

Kyra prepares for Salt Lake City
My name is Kyra McKinley, I’m currently 14 years old and this summer I’m going to spend a month in America
with a family I’ve never meet before.
At school I currently participate in the School Orchestra, Quartet, Choir, student’s council and I take singing
lessons and cello lessons and along with the compulsory subjects I’m keeping on Music, Art and Religious Studies
and French for GCSE. Outside of school I’m involved in the cross‐border project, I coach Hockey for Omagh
Junior hockey team, I go to Mountjoy Girls Brigade, I’m in
Gillygooley Pipe band, I volunteer in the Malawian
Children’s Charity Shop and I attend the WELB Senior
Youth Orchestra every other week. Now, I am working
along with 11 other 14 and 15 year olds to fund our trip of
a life time.
The concept of the Ulster project isn’t a new one for me,
having my sister Alex go off to Salt Lake City, Utah in 2008
and many of my friends heading last year to the same
place, I’ve seen the wonders it can work on not only the
Omagh community but also the individuals involved. This
was the main thing that drew me to apply for the Project
in the first place. I know from experience that although
the conflict between Catholics and Protestants isn’t half as
bad as it was 10 or 20 years ago, I know that it still exists
and through the Ulster Project, I’m being part of the
bridge building process through making friends with my
fellow Ulster Project participants.
For me the Ulster Project will mean a lot of things. It’ll
mean getting to know more of my community, getting to
meet new people and experiencing things people normally
dream of. I feel truly lucky to be accepted for the Project
and I can already tell it is going to be the experience of my
life time.
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TRINITY GIRLS' BRIGADE
Trinity Girls' Brigade had a very enjoyable year which culminated with a parents evening and display in Trinity
Hall. GB Chaplain Rev. Robert Herron presided at the event. The Inspecting Officer was Mr. Wesley Atchison
and his wife Karen presented the prizes to the girls. The following girls received awards:‐
Juniors:‐
Seniors:‐
Brigaders:‐

1. Chelsea Johnston
1. Sarah Moss
1. Beth Hamilton

2. Elle Murphy
2. Hannah Leonard
2. Claire Harper

3. Anna Hamilton & Hannah Moore (Joint)
3. Megan Smith & Amy Patterson (Joint)
3. Hannah Patterson

The Explorers were presented with their awards also.
Captain Mavis Jardine thanked everyone, especially Jolene Bell, Catherine Moore and Emma Harper, for giving of
their time and talent throughout the GB session.
A fireside quiz was circulated among the girls to bring in some badly needed funds for GB. We had a Dog Walk
to Seskinore Forest Park with Grovehill Animal Sanctuary for the girls. This walk was really enjoyable and
everyone is now capable of looking after a dog. A cheque was presented to dog handler Mitch for the
Sanctuary.
Trinity GB will begin the next session in September. Have a great Summer!!!!!!!!

GB girls with Grovehill animal sanctuary helper Mitch.

New BB Kit
Pictured centre is Sam
McFarland wearing the
new football shirt for 1st
Omagh Boys Brigade. Also
pictured are officers Drew
Hamilton and Andrew
Young along with Gordon
Duff who with his wife
Jean kindly donated £100
towards the purchase of
the football tops. On
behalf of all members and
officers of 1st Omagh Boys
Brigade I would like to
thank Gordon and Jean
Duff for their very
generous donation.
Alan Duff ‐ acting Captain.

Mitch receiving a cheque from Rebekah Reid,
GB Explorer, for Grovehill Animal Sanctuary.
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Bridal Wear from the past
Gillygooley Orange Hall was the venue for a recent fund raising event in aid of Gillygooley Primary School. Bridal
wear from 1927 to more recent years were modelled by various marquins, some of which were displayed to
their full advantage by the ladies who were brides several years previous. In recent months wardrobes and
attics were explored and searched in an effort to display the changing bridal fashions in every decade from the
1920’s with the exception of the 1930’s. In total over 60 dresses were modelled and the capacity audience
experienced a most enjoyable night. We portray some members of Gillygooley Congregation who were models
on the night. Photographs courtesy of Joan Armstrong, Tyrone Constitution and Tyrone Herald.

Emma Mills modelling her mother
Diane’s dress from 1991.

Rachel Armstrong & Raymond King
take to the catwalk.

L‐R Adele Lipezynski (nee Jack)
who was compere, with Linda
Hunter wearing a dress from 2007.

Mervyn and Melanie King in
their 1999 wedding attire.

Keeva McIlwaine modelling Ethel
Caldwell’s dress from 1959.

Shelby and Brenda Caldwell who
were married in 1993 in their
original wedding attire.

Gillygooley Walking Club
The club got off to a great start to the season with over 25 members attending the first night where we walked
the Gillygooley area. We have also walked the Gortin Road and in the next few weeks we will be walking at
Loughmacrory and Baronscourt. We meet every Wednesday night at 7:30pm at Gillygooley Orange Hall (unless
trips away). New members are welcome. If you need any further information please contact:
Iris (028) 8224 2895, Diane M (028) 8224 6553 or Diane S (028) 8224 9245.
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SUCCESSFUL YEAR FOR GILLYGOOLEY YOUTH CLUB
Charlene Bleakley Leader‐in Charge gave a glowing report of the activities of the Club in what has been another
very busy year. Membership this year has slightly declined which is a reflection of the reduced youth population
of the area. Currently Sunday and Primary School numbers are also in decline. Out of centre activities included
Ten Pin Bowling in Londonderry, Snow Tubing at Craigavon, Trip to W5 Odyssey and Go‐Karting at Campsie
Londonderry. Parents are indebted to Charlene and her team of volunteers who supervise the club and it is to
the credit of present and past leaders that the club has completed 38 years continuous activities for the youth of
the greater Gillygooley area.

Members of the senior club who received prizes
accompanied by their Leaders.

Junior prize winners and Leaders on the final night of
the season.

Useful Contacts
If you require support or information regarding Gillygooley Presbyterian Church or Gillygooley Youth &
Community Development Association please contact the following:
Gillygooley Presbyterian Church – Rev. Robert Herron Tel: 8224 3776
Sunday school – Beverley Tel: 8224 7047
Gillygooley Youth & Community Development Association – Andrew Tel: 8224 2895
Gillygooley Youth Club – Alison Tel: 8283 1773
Gillygooley 2nd Youth (50+ club) ̶ Iris Tel: 8224 2895
Chatterbox Playgroup – Alison Tel: 8283 1773
Gillygooley Mother & Toddlers Group – Debbie Tel: 0776 066 7277
Gillygooley Community Choir – Andrew Tel: 8224 2895
Gillygooley Community Alert – Fred Tel: 8224 2708
Eric Tel: 8224 6511
Gillygooley Walking Club – Iris Tel: 8224 289
Diane M Tel: 8224 6553
Diane S Tel: 8224 9245
Gillygooley Pipe Band (Piping or drumming lessons) – William Tel: 8224 8494
David Tel: 07754155390
Gillygooley LOL 339 – Robbie Tel: 8224 3436
Fairy Water Farmers Group – Mervyn Tel: 8283 1355
Gillygooley Primary School – Brenda Tel: 8224 2932
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Gillygooley 2nd Youth (50+ club)
As the seasons activities draw to a close, the club continues to progress with membership in excess of seventy
members and an average monthly attendance of forty plus. Some excellent speakers were procured including
Linda Gibson, who is deaconess with the Presbyterian Church in Ireland and is currently attached to Maghaberry
Prison as chaplain, a position she
undertakes with great enthusiasm.
Linda who is wife of a Presbyterian
Minister told her life story, leaving
school at 15 with no formal education,
becoming a Christian at 21 and
achieving a place at college in
Edinburgh in her twenties. Other
speakers include Michael Polland who
gave a most interesting talk and
illustration on the transport system in
Ireland. In addition to the monthly
meetings, members have participated
and represented the club at seminars
table quizzes and various social
functions.
The New Age Kurling group met on
Tuesday nights and our camera caught
some of the action on the final night of
the season.
Some members of the New Age Kurling club. Back L‐R Marjorie Hall,
Members also attended the areas,
Robbie Alexander, Philip Elkin, Gerald McCauley, Jean McCutcheon, Iris
Northern Ireland Pensioners
Moffitt‐Scott, Victor and Pearl Sayers. Front L‐R Margaret Hemphill,
Parliament, held in Cookstown. Violet Thelma Harkness, Edith Hemphill, Sadie Clements and Pearl Megahey.
Crosbie and Iris Moffitt‐Scott were
selected to represent the Club at the second day event
at Stormont in May.
Out of centre activities which the Club attended were
Garden Show Ireland at Hillsborough and the Titanic
Exhibition at the Ulster American Folk Park. The
A.G.M. is on Monday 28th May and the annual trip is
on Saturday 30th June to Carrick‐On‐Shannon where
members will enjoy a boat trip on the river Shannon.
A shorter day outing is being arranged for less able
members in August.

The club have also supported the Alzheimers charity
and John Hall receives a cheque from Thelma
Harkness, Treasurer and Violet Crosbie, Secretary.

Representing the Club at the Pensioners Parliament in
Cookstown were L‐R Sadie Clements, Violet Crosbie, Iris
Moffitt‐Scott and Thelma Harkness.
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Gerald McCauley scores a bullseye.
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Sadie Clements enjoying her
New Age Kurling.
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Edith Hemphill prepares for the
winning shot.

TITANIC 1912‐2012
By Gillygooley Correspondent
In recent months the Titanic disaster of 1912 and the creation of the new Titanic centre in Belfast has evoked
much attention in media outlets. The event has created great comment and aroused emotions of this tragic
event when on 15th April 1912, 1512 men, women and children perished on that fateful night. The proud liner
which witnessed great joy in the early stages of its maiden journey suddenly became the scene of horrific
tragedy with unbearable screams ringing out as hundreds slowly froze to death in an icy Atlantic Ocean. Many
stories have been told of heroism and abounding faith in the face of such tragedy. The memorial stone listing
the names of all 1512 people who tragically lost their lives is a very fitting tribute to those who perished.
However it has to be said that the Titanic Centre in media and Government circles has attracted more publicity
and has overshadowed the human suffering of this tragic event. The Dean of Belfast the Very Rev. John Mann
expressed concern that more attention was being paid to the engineering achievements building the Titanic and
the creation of the new Titanic centre than to those who perished and the loved ones who received the dreadful
news of the tragedy. The fear that must have been in the minds of those who were in the lifeboats, ship or sea,
not knowing whether they were going to survive or perish is difficult to comprehend. The courage and faith of
some of those who perished is admirable, one such evangelist was John Harper who even as the ship began to
sink ministered to others with no thought for his own safety. As I pen this article in memory of those who
perished I can’t help but feel the emotion there must have been in those final minutes as the Band continued to
play Nearer my God to Thee.
Nearer my God to thee
Nearer to thee
Even though it be a cross
That raiseth me
Still all my song would be
Nearer my God to thee
Nearer to thee
This great hymn was penned more than 70 years before the Titanic sank. The lyrics were originally written by
British actress, poet and hymn writer Sarah Flower Adams in 1841. Unitarian pastor the Rev. William Johnston
Fox had told Sarah he was having trouble finding a hymn to complement his sermon on the story of Jacob’s
dream when she volunteered to write one for him. The original music was composed by Sarah’s sister Eliza
some weeks later and ‘Nearer My God to Thee’ was born.
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Gillygooley Youth & Community Development Association
Gillygooley Y.C.D.A. continues to play an
important role in providing for the
community life and social witness for all
those who wish to participate.
Participants travel for up to ten miles to
enjoy the activities provided within the
Orange Hall Complex, this is surely
testimony for the continued need for such
a facility. The Association are most
grateful to the various funding bodies for
their continued financial support without
which it would be impossible to offer
these activities at such reduced rates.
The Association hosted a public meeting
on the hospital facilities giving the
community an opportunity to gain
knowledge of the new facilities being
proposed.
Raymond and Louise King who were quizmaster and score keeper
The Association also annually support
respectively at the table quiz.
charity, and this year’s nominated charity
was Diabetics Research. The offering from the annual carol service and proceeds from a table quiz amounted to
£520 and was presented to Tina Fyffee who received it on behalf of the charity.
Plans are at an advanced stage for the annual children’s Summer Scheme in July/August, part of which it is
intended will have an Ulster Scots theme. Further details are available from Sharon Tel 8225 2735 or Alison
Tel 8283 1773. Watch local press for details.

Queens Jubilee
The Association in conjunction with Drumrawn Orange Historical Association and Fireagh LOL 468 are planning a
spectacular event at the picnic site Pigeon Top on the evening of Monday 4th June 7.00‐11.00pm. The event will
include mass bands, Scottish Dancing, entertainers, children’s amusements, barbeque and the lighting of three
beacons at dusk. Everyone is welcome to attend. Admission is free and there will be a nominal charge for food.
This is a re‐enactment of a similar event at this location in 1937 for King George’s Coronation.
Those planning to attend please note there will be serious vehicular restrictions in the area. Please watch local
press for further details.

Tina Fyffee receiving the cheque from Raymond King
(vice chairman) and Andrew Scott (chairman) on behalf
of Diabetics Research.

Those who addressed the public meeting on the
hospital facilities meeting were L‐R Andrew Scott
(Association chairman), Sean Coll (Developing
Better Services), John Hall (MBE 2nd Youth (50+
club) vice chairman) and Michael McCrossan
(Project Manager).
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Obituary
William Alexander Creery
1930 – 2012
The Congregation of Gillygooley and wider community have been
deeply saddened by the passing of William Alexander Creery on
Sunday 12th February 2012. William known as Billy to many of his
friends was a faithful lifelong member of Gillygooley Congregation. In
a feature article on the Creery Family which I published in Gillygooley
News in April 2003, I referred to them as the GOOD SAMARITANS of
Gillygooley, this was certainly true of the life of Billy Creery. Billy was
the type of person who saw things that needed to be done and took
action in a quiet and modest way. If he noticed someone forgot to
leave out their wheelie bin, Billy responded, delivering newspapers,
message runs to shops, banking, transport to hospital appointments
etc. this was the true nature of Billy Creery.
Billy’s parents were caretakers of Gillygooley Church, a role which
Billy took over and fulfilled with great enthusiasm and dedication.
Automatic timers were unheard of in that era and Billy had to visit the
Church at 7.00am on Sunday morning to stoke the heating boiler with coke so that the Church would be warm
for morning worship.
Billy spent much of his working life in the agricultural sector driving tractors from the early age of 11 years. He
took up employment with William Graham, Dunwish, when he left school and travelled around the farms with a
Fordson tractor, threshing mill and buncher. Such was Billy’s dependability that his boss William Graham never
was present to supervise his work. Following the demise of the thresher Billy took up employment with McCann
Brothers building contractors and Nestlé where he worked until his retirement.
In retirement Billy became an enthusiastic photographer and was a regular contributor to Gillygooley News.
Billy had musical talents and piped in Gillygooley Pipe Band for many years and was also a member of
Gillygooley Sons of William LOL 339.
Billy will be greatly missed by all who knew him and by those whom he assisted on a daily basis. Nowhere will
he be more missed than in the family home by his loving wife Pansy and his sister Jean. To them we extend our
deepest sympathy in the loss of a dear husband and brother.
‘Grant, O Lord to all who are bereaved, the spirit of faith and courage, that they may have strength to meet the
days to come with steadfastness and patience, not sorrowing as those without hope, but in thankful
remembrance of Thy great goodness in past years, and in the sure expectation of a joyful reunion in the heavenly
places for those who die in Christ; this we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen’

1ST OMAGH BB

AT

ALADDIN’S KINGDOM

Anchor Boys with leader Orla McFarland enjoying a well
deserved break during a visit to Aladdins Kingdom.

Leaders Amy Stockdale and Linzi Carson with Anchor
boys at their recent visit to Aladdins Kingdom.
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by Margaret Simms

Ross has very strong family background in Trinity. His
grandfather, Barney Maguire, was the sexton of the church. His
grandfather moved in to 40 John Street in about 1931/32. His
mother was born in 1928 in Coneywarren in the house opposite
the old manse. His grandparents and Rev Gibson, minister at the
time, were very friendly. His grandfather left the army in 1926
and retrained to be a gardener. When the sexton's job became
vacant, he was asked to become sexton. So Ross's family
association with Trinity goes back over 80 years. As a boy Ross
played in the grounds of Trinity church. He and his siblings stayed
with his grandfather in 40 John Street and he has fond memories
of growing up as a boy 'on the hill'.
One would think, given Ross's busy schedule, that he
would have no time at all for leisure interests but he has quite a
few. From age 13 he was very interested in the military. The first
cap‐badge he was given was of the 16/5th Lancers, who were
based in Omagh at that time. That was in 1972. Since then, for over 40 years, he's been a collector. He collects
military badges, police badges and also coins. He doesn't find storing them a problem; he has a big frame of
police helmet plates as well as a big frame of all the military cap‐badges. He has plaques, crests… and more; you
will see them in his office. Ross is very proud of his family's police tradition, it means a lot to him.
Politics, when he was growing up, were very much part of your family, he says. He can remember being
in primary school, in the late sixties and Ian Paisley had just been arrested. The children in his class were asked
to write something about his being put in prison. He remembers writing that Ian Paisley had been put in gaol and
that if he had his way he'd have locked him there and thrown away the keys. He obviously had strong political
views even as a ten year old. His politics have always been Ulster Unionist; influenced by his family background.
How did he get into 'real' politics? Unfortunately, Ross was medically retired in 2003. He worked for
Pearl Assurance for 26 years and was a part‐time police officer and was in a police car that was rammed by a
drunk driver. He also has degenerative discs in his spine. He had to retire from both his jobs. At this time he was
in his early forties. At times he cannot walk; at times he cannot stand straight. He is in constant pain. When he
took early retirement his brother Derek was an MLA. With his background in insurance Ross started helping him
with form‐filling. Half a day one week, then a whole day, then two days; before he knew it, he was in the office
every day. In 2005 Reuben McKelvey was the town councillor. When he decided to retire Ross stood for election
in his place and got elected to Omagh District Council. On 5th May 2011 he was re‐elected and went for the first
time to Stormont.
How is he liking Stormont? He quite enjoys being an MLA; the biggest problem being the travel from
Omagh to Belfast. Some mornings he leaves home at 6am to be at Stormont at 8am. Mondays, Tuesdays, and
Wednesdays he's at Stormont. Monday and Tuesday are plenary sessions, when MLAs are actually in the
chamber. On Wednesdays there are committees to attend. Ross is on the Regional Development and the Public
Accounts committees. He's also a member of the Policing Board and therefore he can find himself on a Policing
Board meeting any day of the week and he can have other meetings because he's also Chair of the Audit
Committee! So it's quite a hectic life. On top of all that, he's still a member of Omagh District Council; this year
he has the honour of being the Vice‐Chairman of the council. However he'll be stepping down from the Council
in September of this year because Party policy now means you can't do both.
Regarding problems and challenges facing a constituency representative so far away from the city, he
says he feels that if someone in West Tyrone comes to him with a problem, then that is his priority. Recently he
says that he has been criticised for not being at certain committee meetings; he wasn't at these meetings
because he was maybe here in Omagh at a tribunal or representing someone at an appeal. To Ross that is far
more important than him sitting in Stormont. He has to prioritise and the people are the main priority for him.
There is a clear West‐East divide, as he sees it, so there's a continuing battle to fight the cause of West Tyrone.
Ross maintains that though pleas may be falling on deaf ears, “When you're as big and as loud as me, you
continually push it and you push it as far as you can. If the door doesn't open on the first push” he says “keep on
pushing!”
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Key issues for Omagh? Ross believes that Omagh has the potential to do a lot of things. He has concerns
over the review of Public Administration. As he sees it, Omagh District Council and Fermanagh District Council
are being forced together, which he thinks is wrong. They are “chalk and cheese” he says. He has major concerns
that Omagh may lose its County town status and lose its administrative centre, which will have a massive knock‐
on effect for the town and its people. As an Omagh man first and as a Tyrone man second, this worries him
greatly. He was born in Omagh, educated in Omagh and has lived here all his life. This means a lot to him.
Omagh has great potential, he repeats. If the Lisanelly project goes ahead, this is one of the few towns
of its age which can actually turn itself around. If you take the Academy site and the Christian Brothers site, you
have a massive potential for the town. Ross sees Omagh as having one of the best potentials of any town in the
province. He agrees that car‐parking in the town is poor, that we actually don't have enough and that it is an
issue which needs to be resolved.
How does he see politics developing in the town? His answer to this question is to say that a third of the
people coming to his office are not 'natural' unionists. They are from the Roman Catholic tradition. Ross's
attitude is that he will help anyone who comes through his door. Things have changed, he says, and for the
better. He has seen that particularly in projects which involve young people. He has seen hardened attitudes
mellow. Young girls from Loreto Grammar School, for example, say that they would never vote for a United
Ireland because it wouldn't make sense. He finds it reassuring that people are now beginning to get what he
calls the reality of politics, as opposed to the old Orange and Green. He is a Unionist because it's his belief that
it's the best way forward adding that if he thought otherwise he would say so. He thinks we should sell the
Union to others who are not of the same belief.
What would he most like to see happen? This would be a normalisation of politics, with people
accepting people for what they are rather than what their background is. The fact that he is a Unionist doesn't
make him any different from someone who is Nationalist living in Omagh. We are all Omagh people, he says.
He'd like to see people working on political issues together, rather than separately as Orange or Green. There’s
probably more which unites us rather than divides us. He'd like to see a more settled future for everyone. The
dissident threat is something to keep an eye on, but real politics can work here. Omagh District council, in the 7
years he has been on it, is relatively fair to everybody. He says he has seen this in their grants policy for example.
He is the only Ulster Unionist from West Tyrone. For a time, Ulster Unionists didn't even have that seat. He got it
back for them. He jokes that he is big enough to take two seats and maybe he'll be able to hold on to at least
one of them! He'd like to continue to represent the people of Tyrone.
Asked about specific issues regarding young people, he immediately answers 'Education'. Interestingly,
he explains that if he debates with young people, the number who want the grammar system to remain
outnumbers those who don't. He insists that the pupils voicing these opinions were from grammar schools,
senior secondary schools and from integrated schools. He himself went to Omagh Academy. He says that he
wasn't a very good student. He 'switched off’, probably when his father died, when he was 13. He puts it like
this: “A grammar school education is there for those who are prepared to learn; a high school education is for
those who need to be taught. Both work exceptionally well.” Ross is on the Board of Governors of Omagh High
School and he is fulsome in his praise of the school. They have students working to a very high potential, he says.
He finds it strange that the Education Minister is not listening to parents. Parents want to retain the current
system. He would like to see more consultation with parents. We're in a situation regarding the 11+, he says,
where “You have it if you pay for it and you don't have it if you don't pay for it.” He'd rather see a scenario
where that is resolved. Maybe not have an 11+; perhaps revamp the system; possibly have a decision at 14.
The belief that we are going for integrated education by having the shared site at Lisanelly is a
misconception, he says. It's in order to make the sharing of facilities easier. It widens the potential for a broader
education. Regarding possible tensions between pupils, he says that things have changed a lot over the years.
There still are tensions, between certain pupils, which he reckons will be continuous, but learning together, on a
21st century campus, will put Omagh 10 steps ahead of our nearest rivals. That is positive for Omagh as well. It
redevelops the military site; it clears sites in Omagh; it gives Omagh potential to really go places.
The danger which we face, Ross says, is the revue of Public Administration if it takes away our status as
the County Town or the Regional Town. That will be a massive blow to this town. This is something which must
be fought hard by political representatives. He himself would prefer rather than be amalgamated with
Enniskillen/Fermanagh, to be amalgamated with Strabane; and if the new Mid Tyrone constituency is Omagh
and Tyrone and Cookstown, it makes sense to have Omagh as the regional town.
Thank you, Ross, for taking the time to talk to us.
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Where are they now?

Anne Beattie reads her
birthday wishes from Her
Majesty the Queen.

A centurion with Gillygooley Congregation connections celebrated her 100th
birthday on 31st January.
Continuing in my series on former members of Gillygooley Congregation my
journey in this issue has taken me to Eastbourne in South East England. Anne
Beattie nee McCormick lived at Deerpark with her husband Bertie and sons
Victor, Kenneth and Norman which is less than two miles from the Church. Only
the more senior members of our congregation will recall the Beattie family who
left the area in the early 1960’s. Following the premature death of her husband
Anne and the boys sold their small farm and went to live in Omagh. The boys
later took employment in England. Members of the Church can recall visiting
their home and the writer remembers
going to collect the Presbyterian
Orphan Society money. Myra
Alexander can recall Anne being a
regular visitor to her home arriving on
her bicycle on a regular basis regardless

of the weather conditions.
The death of her husband and the sons moving to England affected
Anne greatly and she subsequently decided to sell her home and move
to London to be near her sons. Imagine the cultural shock that would
have been moving from a quiet rural setting to the hectic life of
London and later moving again to Eastbourne.
Although Anne currently lives in sheltered accommodation she dines
Iris Moffitt‐Scott joins her Auntie Anne
out at restaurants three times per week, reads without glasses and is at her Century celebrations.
very mobile. Not bad for someone celebrating her 100th birthday!

America Bound

By Jemma Walker

I am a 21 year old student and a member of Gillygooley Presbyterian Church, currently working on a year’s
placement with Moy Park in Dungannon until mid‐June and will return to College in September for the final year
of my degree.
In 2006 I was privileged to go on the Ulster Project with other teens of a similar age to travel to Atlanta in
America. I stayed with a most hospitable American family for four weeks. This was a venture I thoroughly
enjoyed and from which I made long lasting friendships. The mission of the project is to help young people from
Northern Ireland and America to become peacemakers by providing a safe environment for them to learn by
using the skills needed to unite people when differences divide them.
This year I am delighted to further participate in the Ulster Project as one of the two leaders who will accompany
12 teens, including Kyra McKinley and Errol McKinley from our local church to Salt Lake City, Utah on 26th June
for four weeks. Our team meet on a weekly basis and have already forged new friendships. As a team we have
participated in the St Patricks Day Parade in Omagh
and raised funds through bag packing in ASDA over
Easter.
We will be further raising funds through a table quiz
on Thursday 10th May in the Silverbirch Hotel and are
currently working towards the Ulster Project Concert
which will be held on Friday 22nd June.
I enjoy my role as a leader and I am looking forward in
assisting to encourage and develop the interpersonal
skills of the teens as we, along with the American
teens and leaders participate in experiences together.
‘SALT LAKE CITY – HERE WE COME!’
Photo: Back left, Jemma with the group who are
travelling to Salt Lake City.
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CHILDREN’S PAGE
Cut out the t-shirts, put them in the correct order and stick them on the two washing lines below.
(Bible reference: Mark 19 v 14)
Many people brought their children to Jesus so he could pray for them. Jesus’ disciples thought
this was wrong but Jesus said……..

the

children

come

Let

me.

little

to

Please Note: We can only accept Primary School entrants.
Please indicate which church you belong to on the entry.
Please forward entries to Andrew Scott, Aughnamoyle House, 41 Gillygooley Road, Omagh, BT78 5PP no later
than 4 weeks after publication. If more than one correct entry is received from either church a draw will be
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TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
The New Year meeting in January was chaired
by Leader Dorothy King. Hymn “Be thou my vision”
was sung and Matthew 18, verses 1‐11 was read.
Apologies were received from Joan Cummins, Isobel
Porter, Jean Rea, Jean Creery and Olive Parke. Prayer
followed and a note of thanks from Jim McKnight for
the donation to Malawi when he came to speak in
October was read.
A congratulatory card to be sent to Mrs Olive Parke on
the occasion of her 90th birthday. Dorothy then
introduced the speaker for the evening Mr Noel
Moore (teacher in Omagh High School). Noel spoke
about his work in Kenya where he has set up a school
for primary school children. He raises money in
Northern Ireland during the year and then in his
Summer holidays goes to organise the building of
classrooms for the children. He supervises the local
indigenous people to carry out the construction of the L‐R: Dorothy King with Noel Moore, a teacher, who
spoke about his work setting up a school in Kenya.
school. Annette Moore presented Noel with a
donation for his Kenyan school project.
The February meeting was presided over by
Dorothy King. Sympathy was extended to Jean Creery
on the death of her brother Billy and to his wife Pansy.
Gladys Cuthbertson thanked the ladies who helped to
count the money in the mission boxes (£1238). A
greetings card and orchid were presented to Mrs Olive
Parke on the occasion of her 90th birthday. A reading
from Samuel was read and the hymn “How lovely is
thy dwelling place” was sung. Dorothy recited a poem.
A thank you letter was received from Noel Moore for
the donation to his Kenyan School project. Women's
World of Prayer to be on the 2nd March in 1st Omagh.
Dorothy then welcomed the speakers for the evening
Norman and Lorna Wilkinson from Logos Ministries.
Their theme was “We want the World to know Jesus”.
Slides were shown about missionary work in China,
Africa and India. A token of thanks was extended to
L‐R: Lorna & Norman Wilkinson, who spoke about their
Lorna and Norman by Sadie Clements. Supper was
work with Logos Ministries, and Dorothy King.
served by the ladies.
Leader Dorothy welcomed the members of the PW to the March meeting on 13th March in Trinity Hall.
Apologies were sent by Joan Cummins, Noeleen McClelland, Olive Parke, Wilma Porter and Sylvia McGrew.
Dorothy expressed sympathy to Jean Rea on the death of her sister‐in‐law. “There is a green hill far away” was
sung and a prayer was said by Dorothy. A portion of the Bible, from Matthew, was read. A letter was received
from Jean Creery thanking the PW for their sympathy on the death of her brother Billy. A letter from Church
House was read regarding the Annual Meeting with special speaker Michelle McGuinness and also read was a
letter from Lorna and Norman Wilkinson giving thanks for the donation to the Logos Ministries. A PW
Committee Meeting was held on the 24th April to discuss forthcoming events for the 2012‐2013 session.
Treasurer Audrey Clements passed out the PW accounts for 2011.
“Light of the World” is the theme for 2012‐2013. Various subjects have been arranged for the
forthcoming sessions. These include flower arranging, a Titanic talk, a visitors night etc.
Why not come and join us in September and bring a friend along. You will be made most welcome at Trinity PW.
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Portadown Male Voice Choir Perform at Trinity

On Friday 11th May 2012 a Festival of Music was held at Trinity Presbyterian Church with Portadown Male Voice
Choir, conducted by Gordon Speers and accompanied by Stephen Bell on the piano.
The Choir performed a selection of items both Sacred and Secular from their vast repertoire which included ‘The
song of the Jolly Roger’, ‘Rolling down to Rio’, ‘The Lord is my Shepherd’ and ‘When the Saints go marching in’.
Patrica Caffola ‐ Soprano, sang various pieces and performed two duets with Gordon Speers ‐ Bass, and Ronnie
Bothwell entertained the audience with his flute arrangements.
Money from ticket sales was in aid of Trinity Church Funds and so far £1350 has been raised.
Portadown Male Voice Choir was formed in 1926 and is one of the oldest surviving Male Voice Choirs in Ireland.
Under the guidance of Musical Director, Gordon Speers, the Choir has attended numerous festivals and
competitions with resounding success. The choir has emblazoned the name of Portadown not only in Ireland and
Great Britain but has also toured Germany, Canada and Georgia, USA, and closer to home has recently
performed at the Waterfront Hall, at Hillsborough Castle and at Aras an Uachtarain in Dublin for the then
President of Ireland Mary McAleese.
In 2010, the choir was also voted top Male Voice Choir at the inaugural festival of choirs on the Isle of Man.
With countless radio and television appearances to its credit, the choir has performed with the Ulster Orchestra
and was chosen by Phil Coulter to record the Irish rugby anthem, ‘Ireland’s Call.’ appearing at its launch on RTE
Late Late Show with Gay Byrne.
The Choir has recently released their new CD titled “A Perfect Day” the proceeds of which will assist the fund
raising efforts of their chosen charity “Marie Curie”. See www.portadownmalevoicechoir.com for more info.

SECRET SNAPPER CAPTURES TRINITY PEOPLE IN ACTION
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BB Bed Push and Parents Night
Below are pictures from 1st Omagh Boys Brigade charity bed push held on Saturday 24th March 2012 from
Prices shop to 1st Omagh Church. Proceeds were in aid of The Northern Ireland Cancer Fund for Children.
1st Omagh Boys Brigade Captain Alan Duff would like to express his thanks to everyone who took part in the Bed
Push and also to everyone who donated. For such a small company of the Boys Brigade to raise the huge amount
of £2,465 for The Northern Ireland Cancer Fund for Children is a great achievement. He says “It is a privilege for
me to call myself your Captain.”
Page 17 shows pictures from the parents night on Friday 30th March 2012.

Andy McKernan and Noel Barton burning the
sausages during the BBQ after the Boys Brigades
bed push.

Father and son Andy and Matthew McKernan keeping
control of the bed during 1st Omagh Boys Brigade Bed
Push from Prices shop to 1st Omagh Church on Saturday
24th March 2012. All proceeds raised went to The
Northern Ireland Cancer Fund for Children.

Members of 1st Omagh BB and leaders Matthew Alexander, Amy Stockdale, Linzi Carson and Alan Duff back at
1st Omagh Church after finishing the bed push.
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1st Omagh BB Junior Section on Parents night with
officers Noel Barton, Andy McKernan, Captain Alan
Duff and Inspecting Officer Ruth Hobson.

Mrs Monteith presenting her son
Andrew with the Presidents Badge.
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1st Omagh Boys Brigade Company Section with officers
Drew Hamilton and Andy Young, Captain Alan Duff and
Inspecting Officer Ruth Hobson.

David McLean who was 2nd
in the NI Boys Brigade Golf.

Ruth Hobson, Northern Ireland Cancer
Fund for Children, presenting Alan Duff,
Captain of 1st Omagh BB, with a certificate
after raising £2,465 from the recent Bed
Push and Street Collection in Omagh.

1st Omagh BB Anchor Boys on Parents night with leaders (back row) Linzi Carson, Sarah Patterson and Amy
Stockdale (front row) Orla McFarland and Alison Monteith. Also pictured seated centre are Inspecting Officer
Ruth Hobson and Captain Alan Duff.
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TRINITY & GILLYGOOLEY
SUMMARY OF INCOME FOR 2011
TRINITY
2009 (£)

2010 (£)

2011 (£)

44,273

40,993

44,396

6,490

6,368

6,370

World Development

2,965

2,710

2,915

Easter

5,511

5,369

5,225

Harvest (To Property)

7,582

7,472

6,940

Gift Aid (Income Tax)

14,259

15,088

12,622

Freewill Offering
United Appeal

Paid in 2011
£7,364

Donations in 2011 from Trinity to charities included: £253 to the Earl Haig Fund; £421 to Haiti Appeal; £303 to
Pakistan Appeal; £500 to Sunday School Project; £900 to Presbyterian Women Home and Overseas. World
Development received a total of £5,845.

GILLYGOOLEY
2009 (£)

2010 (£)

2011 (£)

21,686

21,201

21,666

2,210

2,446

2,446

960

820

845

Easter

4,233

4,050

4,095

Harvest (To Property)

7,390

6,521

6,614

Gift Aid (Income Tax)

8,311

6,830

6,598

Freewill Offering
United Appeal

Paid in 2011
£3,101

World Development

Donations in 2011 from Gillygooley to charities included ‐ £355 to the Presbyterian Orphan Society; £160 to
the Sunday School Project; £160 to the Earl Haig Fund; £150 to Christian Aid; £145 to Morocco ‘Street Kidz’
Project.

Thank you to all who contributed to church funds in 2011
Money from Income Tax Covenants is distributed to the various accounts.
During 2011 the income from contributions to the various church and mission funds
was very similar to the previous year. In the present economic climate this is encouraging,
however, outgoings continue to increase and the future financial situation will be challenging.
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Sunday School and Bible Class Project 2011/2012
During the year the children and young people of Trinity and Gillygooley have
been collecting money for ‘Stand By Me’ - The Youth and Sunday School
Project of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland for 2011/2012.
The ‘Stand By Me’ Project focuses on the lives of three children living in very different
countries - Peru, Ethiopia and Belfast. The three children are: Jany in Peru, Martha in
Ethiopia and Graham in Belfast.
Jany goes to a school that is involved in a Kids Alive
Project in Peru. She lives in a tiny one roomed house
with her mother who is a cook at the Pucallpa
Mission. The mission supports 150 children weekly
with healthy meals, medical care, education and
spiritual guidance.

Martha, who lives in Ethiopia, goes to a school run
by Kids Alive UK. She doesn’t have much money
and food to eat. Martha has a disease called HIV
which her mother also had. Sadly, her mother
died and Martha now lives with her sister. Her
house was built by money raised by young people
from the Presbyterian Church in Ireland.

Graham lives in Belfast and is a part of the
Friendship House Project in Sandy Row, run by
Presbyterian Women. Friendship House is a place
where children and young people like Graham can
come and get help with homework, have fun, enjoy
nutritional food and learn about God. It is a place
where children and young people feel safe and that
they belong.
Jesus said: “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and
you gave me something to drink.” (Matthew 25:35)
Jesus tells us in the New Testament that we are to help people who do not have as much
as us and when we do it is like helping him and not a stranger. When we follow Jesus it is
our job to help people who live in the way Jesus helped them. We are his hands and eyes
and voice on earth.
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Summer Arrangements
SUNDAY SERVICES

July
GILLYGOOLEY (10.00 AM) & TRINITY (11.30 AM)
Rev Robert Herron

August
GILLYGOOLEY (10.00 AM) & FIRST OMAGH (11.30 AM)
5 August 2012
- Rev Trevor Williamson
12 August 2012
- Rev Trevor Williamson
19 August 2012
- Very Rev Dr Ivan McKay
26 August 2012
- Rev Trevor Williamson

Sunday School Prize Giving
Sunday, 10 June 2012

PASTORAL COVER
July - Rev Robert Herron
1 - 27 August - Rev Trevor Williamson
(Tel: 028 7032 7961)

Record of Baptisms and Deaths in the Congregations

12 Feb
22 Apr
22 Apr

Baptisms in Trinity
Levi Dennis Law
Chloe Anne McGrew
Michael John Magee

“Let the children come to me...”
(Mark 10:14)

26 Mar
11 Apr

Deaths in Trinity
Isobel Hall
Anne Monteith

12 Feb

Deaths in Gillygooley
William Creery
“I am the resurrection and
the life...”
(John 11:25)

Anyone from Trinity who has an item they would like included in the magazine should contact either
Richard McClung, Tel: 8224 5150, Email: TrinityNews@knocksilla.plus.com or
Anne Parke, Tel: 8224 2598, Email: anne.parke@btinternet.com
Please include as much written detail as possible and use original photos if emailing articles!
Thank you to all who supply material or take photographs.
The provisional deadline for submission of articles for the next edition, which is due out in October 2012,
is Monday 3rd September 2012.

Items for inclusion in next Gillygooley News should be sent to:
Andrew Scott, Editor, Tel: 8224 2895 or Diane Mills, Tel: 8224 6553. E‐mail: diane553@hotmail.co.uk
Photographs by Andrew Scott.

