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Philippines appeal

Pictured is Marina Donald representing the British Red Cross, Omagh, receiving a 
cheque from Alan Duff who recently raised funds for The Philippines Appeal. Alan raised 
a total of £626.
Alan would like to thank everyone who donated so generously, as without their support, 
he would not have raised such an incredible amount.

gillygooley choir visit harold mcCauley house

On Sunday 1st December, Gillygooley Community Choir entertained residents of Harold 
McCauley House with Christmas carols and songs.  
Pictured above are Choir Members performing at Harold McCauley House.
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Waltzing & Jiving Classes at Gillygooley
Gillygooley Youth and Community Development Association held waltzing 
and jiving classes for 6 weeks in Gillygooley Orange Hall.  These proved very 
popular with couples travelling from Castlederg, Newtownstewart and 
Drumquin as well as the surrounding Gillygooley and Omagh area.  A huge 
thanks is extended to the dance instructor Ruby Rankin for her expertise and 
patience!
Photo: Ruby Rankin putting the ladies through their paces.

Floral Art & Craft Fayre 

Gillygooley Orange Hall was the venue for the 14th Annual Christmas Floral Art & Craft Fayre on Thursday 5th 
December.  We were very pleased to welcome Colette Maguire from the Gillygooley area as our demonstrator 
for the night.  Mulled wine, tea and shortbread were served and  a draw was made for the flower arrangements 
and a few other prizes.  Thanks are extended to all who attended and helped in any way to make the night a 
great success.

        

christmas at trinity
The Christmas carol service was held on Sunday 15th December 2013 and was very well attended. Joe and 
Matthew Gilmour welcomed the congregation with lovely music played on the piano and cello. Graham Carson, 
Lucy Reid, Matthew Fenwick, Emma Moore, Romy Kerrigan, Chelsea Johnston, James Thompson and Alex 
Thompson read passages from Isaiah, Micah, Luke and Matthew and the Junior Choir (pictured below) sang 
pieces entitled Crackers and turkeys and pudding and cream, What shall I give and He’s a fat man. The Senior 
Choir sang Put memory away, Angels Carol and Carol of the Magi, during which Joe Gilmour sang a baritone solo 
accompanied by Matthew Gilmour on the cello.  Photo: Members of the Junior Choir.

One of the Floral arrangements entitled  "The Cradle". 5th from left -Colette Maguire with the prize winners.
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Freda – born on 11th August 1955 to Joe and Ethel King second of nine children.
Gillygooley Church evokes many special memories such as the Christmas Sunday School parties in the old Orange 
Hall, summer excursions, prize days, the beautifully decorated church in the Harvest Services  and the friendliness 
of the people. It was after several years being a Sunday school teacher in Gillygooley that I knew wanted to 
become a teacher. After completing my A’ Levels in Omagh Academy I moved to South Wales where I trained as a 
PE teacher in Barry Teachers Training College.  I gained my Teaching Certificate in 1976 and then went on to get 
my B.Ed Degree in 1977.
I met my husband whilst in college – Harry – he always enjoyed coming to the farm in Claragh Road and meeting 
my numerous brothers and sisters, aunts, uncles and cousins etc. We now live in a little village about 6 miles 
outside Cardiff and a few miles from the coast. 

Photo Left Wedding day in 1977, Harry & Freda (centre) with Harry’s 
parents (left) Ethel & Joe King (Right)
In 1977 we were married in Gillygooley Church and I was fortunate 
to get a teaching post as a PE and Maths teacher in a tough inner 
city comprehensive school in Cardiff. That job taught me lots about 
teaching, the stuff they don’t teach you in college and when I left 
there in 1983 to have my children, Rebecca and James, I was Head 
of Girls’ PE. After having my two children I then moved to a school 
about 3 miles from my home teaching PE, Maths and Special Needs. 
I wanted to continue my career by concentrating on teaching pupils 
with learning and physical difficulties, so I then studied for a Post 
Graduate Degree in Special Needs Education. I then got a teaching 
post in a small local comprehensive school where I am now 
Assistant Headteacher in charge of Key Stage 3 – this is the first 3 
years of secondary education and I spend a great deal of my time 

working with Year 6 pupils in Primary schools and supporting their transition to Secondary school. 
One of my most dreaded jobs in school was taking year group assemblies but my time in Gillygooley came to the 
rescue – I can always remember Rev R H Pinkerton’s ‘Wee Johnny’ stories – he would always capture our 
imagination first by telling us a story about the exploits of naughty Wee Johnny and then he would show us how 
we can learn from our mistakes.   My mum sent me the ‘Wee Johnny Stories for Children’ book so I was able to 
use and adapt the stories as a basis for my assemblies bringing Rev Pinkerton’s Wee Johnny to Wales!!
I played team hockey right up to about 10 years ago. I started off as striker in the Academy teams and I also 
played for the Omagh Ladies team, greatly encouraged by Joan Porter! Over the years I gradually moved down 
the field and ended up my hockey playing days as sweeper.  I also play a lot of tennis. We have a fantastic tennis 
club near where we live and I play in the premier teams in the summer and winter leagues where our teams are 
currently in the top divisions in South Wales.  Tennis is such a great game to play and the older I get the more 
tennis  competitions there seem to be. I play for the South Wales  Veterans team and we travel all over England 
and Wales to play in matches.
Harry also loves sport and he plays team tennis and golf with a passion. He loves travelling round experiencing 
the courses in different golf clubs.
We have 2 grown up children, Rebecca born in 1983 and James born in 1987. Rebecca is an accountant living and 

working in Bristol and James lives in Cardiff and works in our local library. 
He is also studying for a Masters degree in Library studies. Both children 
have inherited our love of sport – Rebecca plays tennis and netball. She 
has also run a few half marathons encouraged by her auntie Linda. James 
plays football and cycles, he has also run in a half marathon and even 
though he had an excellent time he has not run in one again, so far.
Being one of the King family has instilled many values in me. We were 
brought up to be honest and hard working and this has always stood me 
in good stead and I am pleased to say that my children have followed 
suit. We all love going ‘home’ where there is always a lovely warm 
welcome for me and my family. Gillygooley Presbyterian Church will 
always remain an important part of my life and I wish all of you a Happy 
New Year. 
Photo Left: On a recent visit home.  L-R James, Harry, Freda & Rebecca.
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Gillygooley Community Christmas Party

Gillygooley Youth & Community Development 
Association in conjunction with Gillygooley 2nd Youth 
hosted their Annual Community Christmas Party in 
Gillygooley Orange Hall on Saturday 7th December.  
Once again this was a very enjoyable event with local 
performers entertaining the guests with a variety of acts 
from singing to a dancing demonstration.  Santa paid a 
welcome visit and distributed gifts to everyone. A 
delicious tea was served by an army of helpers.  Thanks 
to all who contributed in any way to make the day such 
an outstanding success.

L-R  Audrey Clements, Thelma Harkness & Audrey 
Blackmore.

L-R  Pearl & Victor Sayers & Philip Elkin.

L-R Ellen McConnell, Mita McFarland, Lila Crawford, 
Eric Crawford & Artie McFarland.

Local Singer Lynsey Scott with her Grandmother Phyllis 
Donald.

L-R WIlma Porter, Mary Cooper, Jean Creery & 
Margaret Hemphill.

Joe King who entertained the crowd at the Christmas 
Party.

Santa on his rounds. L-R Violet Crosbie, Beatrice 
Alexander, Ellen Fyffe, Nell Dunn & Sylvia Porter.
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GILLYGOOLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH CAROL SERVICE

The Carol Service this year took place on Sunday 15 December.  Praise was led by the senior choir accompanied 
by Shena Herron and they sang two pieces entitled 'The promised time arrives' and 'Born as a stranger, laid in a 
manger'.  Reading the lessons were Frazer Caldwell, Stephen Fleming, Glenn McKinley, Stephanie Hunter, Neil 
Hemphill, Adam Porter, Rebecca Donnell and Rev. 
Herron.  Solos were sung by Linda Hunter and Kyra 
McKinley during the service. The junior choir also sang 
two Christmas pieces entitled 'The angels broke the 
silence' and 'Have you seen the little child?'  The Bible 
Class then invited all the congregation for tea and 
coffee in the Orange Hall after the service.

Clearing up (and caught on camera!) L-R Glenn 
McKinley, Stephen Fleming & Matthew Hunter.

Pansy Fleming serving tea to Dorothy King & Eileen 
Fleming.

L-R Aaron, Alaistair & Scott McKinley, Raymond King & 
Desmond Scott. Trevor, Amanda & Jason Aiken.

L-R Elaine King, Anne Moore & Joe King.

Brothers L-R Andrew, Harvey & Louie King.

Tom & Anne Patterson.
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"Reflections for a new year"

"Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day 
by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far out ways them all." 
2 Corinthians 14:16-17
Paul reminds us in these verses that to age in this earthly body is to draw closer to the spiritual body we will soon 
have in heaven for all eternity.
We have all faced problems in our relationships and in our work that have disheartened us and made us think 
very negatively about our lives. But, be like Paul, when persecution wore him down he concentrated on 
experiencing the inner strength from the holy spirit. 
Don't forsake your eternal reward because of the intensity of today's pressure. 
Remembering the words in the opening verses of John 14:
 "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God trust also in me. In my Father's house are many rooms; if it 
were not so I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also maybe were I am. You know the way to the place 
where I am going."
Renew your commitment to serving Christ. Our troubles should not diminish our faith or disillusion us. When 
things seem to be getting on top of us we all should realise there is a purpose in our suffering. There is a way to 
know that Christ is alive and working through us, this is called hope. There are many references to hope in the 
bible, two of which can be found in Psalm 71 whose theme is God's constant help from childhood to old age. Our 
lives are a testimony of what God has done for us.
By grasping hope gives us the confidence to face life's problems.
Prayer:
Dear Lord, give me the strength this coming year, help me to grasp the reigns of hope. When we look at the 
reflections of our life's, help us to see what awaits us in eternity, not what has passed. Thank you lord for your 
support and wisdom. AMEN

Useful Contacts

If you require support or information regarding Gillygooley Presbyterian Church or Gillygooley Youth & 
Community Development Association please contact the following:

Gillygooley Presbyterian Church - Rev. Robert Herron Tel: 8224 3776

Sunday School - Beverley Tel: 8224 7047

Gillygooley Youth & Community Development Association - Raymond Tel: 8283 1444

Gillygooley Youth Club - Alison Tel: 8283 1773

Gillygooley 2nd Youth (50+ club) - Violet Tel: 8225 7814

Gillygooley Community Choir - Linda Tel: 07840996922

Gillygooley Community Alert -  Fred Tel: 8224 2708
Eric Tel: 8224 6511

Gillygooley Walking Club - Diane Tel: 8224 6553

Gillygooley Pipe Band (piping  and drumming lessons) -  William Tel: 8224 8494
David Tel: 07754155390

Gillygooley LOL 339 - Raymond Tel: 8283 1444

Fairy Water Farmers Group - Mervyn Tel: 8283 1355

Gillygooley Primary School - Brenda Tel: 8224 2932

by a Gillygooley member



Issue 62 February 2014Trinity & Gillygooley News

7Page

baptism in trinity

Photo Left: Wendy Openshaw (Nee McCay) returned to Omagh just before Christmas when she and husband, 
Sam, presented their son Alexander William Samuel for infant baptism.
Photo Right: Proud grandparents, Hazel and Robert, were present to witness the event together with sisters 
Shirley and Lyndsey, Robert's brother Harold and family friend Adele Sampson.

AMERICA MEETS OMAGH

When Bob and Alice McGrew visited Ireland last year one of the highlights of their holiday was fulfilling a dream 
they had cherished for many years - that of meeting their namesake, and possible ancestral relatives, from
Omagh. This was realized when they got in touch with the Trinity members Bill and Sylvia McGrew and arranged 
to travel to Omagh when they arrived on their scheduled flight from New York to Dublin.
Bob and Alice, who live in Norman, Oklahoma, were accorded typical "Irish" hospitality when Bill called at the 
guest house on the outskirts of town and took them to the Ulster American Folk Park where they had an
interesting and enjoyable time.
The former home of the McGrew family at New Brighton Terrace was the next point of call and they were 
informed of the various changes which had occurred since the family had lived there. Bob and Alice were 
intrigued to learn that eighteen "But-and-Ben" homes once occupied that area where the Kelvin Road car park is 
now located. They were also told that William "Darky" Hamilton, a staunch member of Trinity many years ago, 
owned and worked his Blacksmith's forge close to what is now the car park previously mentioned.
A visit to Drumragh cemetery, the burial place of the family, stretching as far back as the nineteenth century, was 

followed by time spent viewing, and 
acquainting themselves with some of the 
history of Trinity Presbyterian
Church, and the people who once 
worshipped there.
Their stay in Omagh concluded with 
meeting Bill's mother Edie, enjoying an 
excellent meal at the couple’s home and 
joining in the singing with the music 
provided by Bill's uncles Joe and Leslie.
Before leaving Omagh to return home 
Bob and Alice expressed their thanks to 
everyone for the kindness shown to 
them and for making their visit to Omagh 
such an enjoyable one.
Back row L-R Joe McGrew, Bob McGrew, 
Leslie McGrew. Front row L-R Bill 
McGrew, Alice Mc Grew & Edie McGrew.
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G.Y.C.D.A.  SERVICE OF LESSONS, MUSIC & CAROLS

Gillygooley Youth & Community Development Association held their Annual Service of Lessons Music & Carols on 
Sunday 8th December.  Praise was led by Gillygooley Community Choir accompanied by Margaret Hemphill.   
Lessons were read by representatives of all the organisations who use the Gillygooley Orange Hall Complex.  The 
offering on the night was in aid of the Palliative Care Ward in the Tyrone County Hospital.  After the service 
everyone was invited for tea in the Orange Hall.

Readers.  L-R Shelby Caldwell, Diane McFarland, Carol 
Fleming, Fred Chambers, David McKinley, Rodger King, 
Jacqueline Crawford, Robert Graham & Sadie 
Clements.

'The Quintet'

'The Quartet'

Jessica Sproule
Collectors on the night. Emma 
Hunter & Callum O'Donnell.

The Sunday School Choir with Accompanist Amanda 
Graham.

Gillygooley Community Choir with Accompanist 
Margaret Hemphill.

Live Radio Broadcast

The 12 representatives of Gillygooley Primary 
School who sang live on Q101 in December 
2013.  The School made radio history by being 
the first school to sing live on Q101.  The 
children sang the Christmas songs 'Dear Santa' 
and 'Hallelujah' and spread some Christmas 
cheer.  They were accompanied by Miss Diane 
McFarland and Mrs Ciara Corry.
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Please Note: We can only except Primary School Entrants
Please forward entries to Diane Mills, 46 Thornlea, Omagh, BT79 0EL no later than 4 weeks after publication. If 
more than one entry is received from either church a draw will be made. Please send in whole page including 
name and address.
Last issue's winners: Trinity - Luke McFarland Gillygooley - Oliver King

Children’s Page
Do you know what God has planned for you? This word search will help 
you discover the answer. Directions: Find the words in CAPITALS.

GOD RAISED us UP with Christ and SEATED us with him in the HEAVENLY REALMS in CHRIST Jesus, in ORDER that in the 
COMING AGES he MIGHT SHOW the incomparable RICHES of HIS GRACE expressed in his KINDNESS to US in Christ Jesus. 
Ephesians 2: 6-7

When David volunteered to fight Goliath, Saul offered to lend him his amour. Can you draw a picture of David dressed in 
his amour? Read Psalm 17:20-40

S Q P U W E T R Y W R T
R E A L M S O A L U I S
H F A I H T R I O S T H
E D S T L K Y S L P E O
G H C H E A V E N L Y W
N T D V C D X D U B C O
I S A A M W B F I W S Z

M I G G J A N T P D E O
O R D E R M S I H O H Y
C H Z S N E C A R G C H
F C S D A G V N M B I I
K I N D N E S S C U R M



Issue 62 February 2014Trinity & Gillygooley News

10Page

TRINITY & GILLYGOOLEY BIBLE CLASS OUTING
Trinity & Gillygooley Bible Class outing took place this 
year on the 30th November and went to the 
Brunswick Superbowl in Londonderry.
The prizes this year were shared equally between the 
2 churches with Trinity winning the girls’ and 
Gillygooley winning the boys’ competitions. Joanne 
Thompson from Trinity scored 101 with Stephenie 
Hunter from Gillygooley scoring 97 in 2nd place. Neil 
Hemphill from Gillygooley scored 126 with Matthew 
Patterson from Trinity scoring 116 in second place. 
It's not often you get a quarter of the group with the 
same first name so here they are: Matthew Allen, 
Matthew McKernan, Matthew Fenwick, Matthew 
Hunter and Matthew Patterson.

The Leaders Andy McKernan, Beverley Fleming, Adele 
Donald & Noel Donald.

The 5 Matthews
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Boys Winners Matthew Patterson and Neil Hemphill.Girls Winners Joanne Thompson and Stephenie Hunter.

GILLYGOOLEY WALKING CLUB OUTING

The Walking Club was brought to a close for the 
season on Saturday 14th September with an 
outing to Enniskillen.  The weather was very 
favourable and with this in mind a short stop 
was made in Castle Archdale for a quick walk 
before stopping for a soup lunch in The Oaks, 
Lisnarick.  The group then travelled on to 
Enniskillen for some well earned retail therapy  
and some of the members took advantage of 
the open day at Enniskillen Castle to pass the 
afternoon.  On the homeward journey an 
evening meal was enjoyed in The Oaks.   The 
Club will be commencing again this year in April.  
New Members  welcome. 

Strule River String Band at Trinity
During the service on Sunday 26th January, the congregation of Trinity were treated to a lively and most 
enjoyable performance by the Strule River String Band. 
The group is made up of five local musicians with Shane Rolston and Roy Ward on guitar, Carol 
McCandless playing the banjo, Andy Gordon playing the mandolin and Claire Mc Elhinney who played both the 
autoharp and the mandolin as well as providing the vocal lead along with Roy. Sadly, another member of the 
group, Brendan Magee, was killed in a car accident last September.

The group meet to practise on Tuesday afternoons and 
they regularly provide musical entertainment at nursing 
homes, care homes and day centres in and around Omagh, 
Strabane and Castlederg. 
At the service in Trinity the group played four pieces: In 
the Garden, Just a little talk with Jesus, Just a closer walk 
with thee and the congregation were invited to sing along 
in the chorus of the final piece, I saw the light. 
A big thank you and well done to The Strule River String 
Band!
Photo L-R: Claire McElhinney, Roy Ward, 
Carol McCandless, Andy Gordon & Shane Rolston.

Photo: Members and friends at Castle Archdale.
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WHO’S IN THE 

PEWS AT TRINITY

This edition 
features members 
of the congregation 
hiding in the right 
transept, some 
rarely seen by those 
in the main body of 
the Church!

Betty and Sammy Gallagher, Benny McGeagh and 
Lynda Hamilton.

Front row: Margaret and Sadie McGurk, Valerie 
Alexander with Ian Leitch sitting in the row behind.Joan Cummins.

 Michael Winters and son Thomas, and Irene and Uel 
Knox.

Gillygooley youth club
The youth club has had a great first season with a really good attendance of over 70 kids there each night. We 

have had a lot of hall based activities but we also went on a few outings.   The juniors went to Aladdins’ Kingdom, 

whilst the seniors attended the folk park and the cinema.  Both groups had a fun night with an assault course set 

up in the hall followed by pizza and juice which was enjoyed by all.  At Christmas they all had a party where Santa 

distributed gifts to all the young people.



Issue 62 February 2014Trinity & Gillygooley News

13Page

TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

The October (8th) meeting was held in the Wee Johnny Room at 8.pm.  Leader Dorothy king welcomed everyone.  
Jean Creery was presented with a token for her birthday and also get well wishes to Jean Rea on her recent hip 
operation.  Sympathy was extended to the Scott family on the recent death of Andrew. Prayer followed and all 
joined in the Lord's Prayer.  New members Irene Lowry and Gillian Moore were welcomed. A reading from 
Matthew (blind men) was read by Dorothy.  Apologies were received from Irene McCauley, Wilma Porter, Pansy 
Fleming and Isobel Porter.  Hymn “Yield not to temptation” was sung.  Correspondence from Omagh 
Methodist,booklets, handouts – regarding Belfast Friendship House. Household items are needed for the house 
to be viable.

Speaker for the evening Desmond Preston was welcomed by 
Dorothy. Desmond told us about his trip to the Himalayas and 
his lifetime ambition to climb mountains. He went to Nepal in 
1999 and then to Everest Base Camp in 2012 which is 29,000 
feet high.   Desmond regaled us with his experiences of air travel 
there which was quite different from what we would be used to 
in this country.  He told us how the indigenous people existed 
there on minimal food and shelter.  A token of appreciation was 
presented to Desmond by Audrey McConnell. 

Visitors Night was held in Trinity Hall on the 12th November.  
Dorothy welcomed all the visiting ladies to the meeting.  Hymn 
“Will your anchor hold in the storms of life” was sung. Dorothy 
read Psalm 121.  Soloist Claire McElhinney sang “Up on the 
mountain” and Never grow old”.  Dorothy then introduced 
speaker Avril Neilly.  Avril spoke about her life as a nurse and 
how she met her husband in hospital where he was a surgeon.. 
They were married for a few years and had three children when 

he was diagnosed with cancer. He sadly died leaving Avril to look after her family as best she could.  She has 
come through her sadness and loneliness by using prayer in her life.  Avril truly is an inspiration to us all. Annette 
Moore presented Avril with a small token of thanks.  Supper was served by the ladies.  Rosemary Clements 
thanked the ladies on behalf of the visitors. Tray bakes, sandwiches etc were provide by the ladies of Trinity PW.  
Dorothy presented new mugs to the ladies courtesy of Hazel McCay. A big THANK YOU to Hazel, well done!!!!!!

The December meeting was held on the 10th of the month in The Wee Johnny room. Dorothy gave a warm 
welcome to all the members present to the Christmas Party.  A prayer was said for everyone and especially for 

Mrs Olive Parke, Mrs Annette Moore and Ann Clarke who 
have been hospitalised recently.  Matthew Chapter 6 (1-12) 
was read by Dorothy  - the story of Jesus birth.  “Away in a 
manger”,  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” were sung.  
Correspondence from the Mission Air Appeal was discussed 
and also the Mission Boxes sorted out.  “Hark the Herald 
Angels sing” and “Silent Night” were sung .  The 
accompaniments for the singing were provided by Claire 
McElhinney (guitar) and Mavis Jardine (piano).  Hazel had 
organised a Christmas Quiz for the ladies which was won by 
the “Holly and the Ivy” team.  A delicious supper was served 
by the committee members team.  Dorothy wished everyone 
a Happy Christmas and thanked those who had brought the 
food for the supper.  A Bring and Buy Sale will be held at the 
next meeting in January.

Avril Neilly speaker at the November meeting with 
Annette Moore and Dorothy King.

Desmond Preston speaker at the October 
meeting with Leader Dorothy King.
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TRIBUTE – MR JAMES ANDREW SCOTT - BEM
It was with great sadness that the Congregation of Gillygooley heard of the death of 
Andrew Scott, Church Elder and committee member of Gillygooley Presbyterian 
Church, Gillygooley editor of Trinity and Gillygooley News and widely respected 
Gillygooley man who is remembered as the driving force of his local community.   
Andrew had a great love for his church and community and spent many hours visiting 
the sick, elderly or anyone with troubles in his community.
Andrew passed away peacefully at his home on 2nd October 2013 after being 
diagnosed with cancer in August 2012.  A founder member and chairman of 
Gillygooley Youth and Community Development Association since its inception in 1998 
he had devoted over 40 years to serving his local community through a wide range of 
local organisations, sourcing and drawing down funding for the benefit of everyone in 
the greater Gillygooley area and far beyond.  Andrew travelled widely giving advice to 
other groups up and down the country on community development and funding.  He 

encouraged cross-community and cross border activities and hosted and delivered many presentations at cross 
community events.
Having sadly lost his first wife Ann to cancer in 1984 at the age of 34 years Andrew single-handedly brought up 
his four young children, aged from 15 months to 8 years, and in 1994 married Iris and together they had a very 
close family unit which he was 'very proud of'.
Born in 1945, Andrew lived all his life at 41 Gillygooley Road, Omagh.  His father died aged 54, which left 19 year 
old Andrew and his 15 year old brother Desmond to run the family farm and build up a very successful dairy 
business.
Andrew’s lifetime of community involvement began in his late teens when he joined Clanabogan Young Farmers 
Club, here he held the position of Club Leader for four years and under his leadership the club successfully gained 
the top club in Co Tyrone on two consecutive years.  He also held the office of County Chairman and was a 
member of Central Executive Office at the Y.F.C. Headquarters.
He joined the Orange Order in his teens and held all offices at lodge level Andrew was District Master of Omagh 
District for nine years and held all other District offices for a total of 20 years he was a member of the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland and also on its Central Committee. Other roles and positions he held over the past 40 years 
included founder member and director of Mid Tyrone Credit Union; founder member and chairman of Tyrone 
Orange Vision; director of Derry and Raphoe Action (a group promoting community development and access of 
funding in rural communities) as well as serving 4 year term on the Peace II Partnership strategy board.  For eight 
years he was a member of the board of governors at Gillygooley Primary School and twelve years on Omagh High 
School board of governors he also served five years as the chairperson of the parents association. He also served 
on committee and was a member of Omagh Royal British Legion.
Welfare of others was always very close to Andrew’s heart and he was an office bearer of County Tyrone Frontier 
Relief Society a voluntary organisation set up to support widows and children of Orangemen murdered by 
terrorists in Co Tyrone this support included organising respite breaks, financial support and therapeutic events 
for the members. 
Although Andrew travelled far and wide his heart was always in Gillygooley, having formed Gillygooley Youth 
Club in 1974 he was club leader for 10 years and was still on the committee.  He also facilitated the formation of 
Gillygooley 2nd Youth (50+ club) which included Gillygooley Walking Club, Fairywater Farmers’ Group and 
Gillygooley Community Choir.
In 2007 Andrew was awarded an individual award by the Grand Orange Lodge of Ireland of recognition of his 
achievement in community development and in 2013 under the Community Hero's Awards, received a Lifetime 
Community Achievement award organised jointly by the Ulster Herald and Omagh District Council.  Further 
recognition was bestowed in 2013 when it was announced that Andrew was to receive a British Empire Medal 
(BEM) for his services to young people and the community in Gillygooley as part of the Queen's Birthday Honour 
List and was due to be presented with this at Hillsborough Castle on the Friday before he died, but he was too ill 
to attend.  Instead the Lord Lieutenant of Tyrone Robert Scott, the Queens Representative in the County travelled 
to Andrews’s home and presented him with the prestigious honour in the presences of his wife Iris and other 
family members.
The respect in which Andrew was held by all sections of the community both in West Tyrone and further afield 
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was reflected by the large number of mourners who attended his funeral service which took place in Gillygooley 
Presbyterian Church.  Rev Robert Herron said 'it was one of the largest funerals that he had ever conducted in 
that area'.  Close family members gave a variety of readings during the very moving service.  Andrew’s sister-in-
law, Heather Wallace read a prayer, his son Robert and step-son Deane both gave Bible readings from John's 
gospel and his daughter Louise assisted by her sisters Andrea and Diane read a tribute she had written for her 
dad for Fathers’ Day.  Also playing a part in the service was Gillygooley Community Choir and the Rev Canon 
Robert Clarke, the rector of Edenderry Parish Church. As the funeral left the church a guard of honour was 
formed by the various local organisations that use the hall complex.
Andrew will be very sadly missed by all in the Gillygooley area and we extend our sympathy to his wife Iris, 
daughters Andrea, Diane and Louise, son Robert, stepfamily, sons-in-law, grandchildren, brother Desmond and 
the wider family circle.
"The LORD is close to the brokenhearted; he saves those who are crushed in spirit." 
Psalm 34:18 

Harvest at Trinity

A packed church on Sunday 20th October 2013 took part in the annual 
Harvest Thanksgiving Service at Trinity, led by the Rev Herron. The choir, 
conducted by Stanley Matthews, sang pieces called ‘Lord, I trust thee’, 
‘Look to the day’, ‘Thy Kingdom Come, O God’ and ended the service by 
singing ‘Irish Blessing’ whilst the congregation sang ‘All people that on 
earth do dwell’, ‘Pears and apples, wheat and grapes’, ‘Praise God for the 
harvest of orchard and field’ and ‘We plough the fields and scatter’.  The 
church was beautifully decorated and a warm vote of thanks goes to the 
ladies who took the time and effort to do it so well.
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Members of 1st Omagh Boys Brigade Company Section 
who took part in the Remembrance Sunday parade 
with officers Drew Hamilton and Andy McKernan.

The Girls Brigade pictured at their enrolment service 
with officers Jolene Bell and Mavis Jardine.

1st Omagh Boys Brigade Anchor Boys pictured at their 
enrolment service with leaders Orla McFarland and 
Joanne Hill.

1st Omagh Boys Brigade Junior Section pictured at 
their enrolment service with officer Andy McKernan.

1st Omagh Boys Brigade Company Section pictured at 
their enrolment service with officer Drew Hamilton.

Some members of the Girls' Brigade taking part in the 
Great Trinity Bake-Off in December.  The buns and the 
other food were delicious.  Well done girls!

Pictured is 1st Omagh Boys Brigade Anchor Boys with 
leaders Joanne Hill and Orla McFarland who finished 
3rd in the West Ulster Battalion Annual Anchor Boys 
Funday.

1st Omagh boys brigade & girls brigade
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Obituary Notices

Helen Duncan (nee Moore) daughter of Hugh and the late Annie Moore, sister of Jennie and Linda, passed away 
on 15th November 2013 in Tyrone County Hospital. Helen attended Gillygooley Sunday School and was a member 
of the church up until she married Ken Duncan in 1980 and moved to Trillick to live and bring up her children 
Aaron, Naomi and Adam.

Fyffe Graham passed away in Australia on 16th December 2013. He was born on 22nd April 1923 and lived on the 
family farm in Mullinatoomagh until he left for Australia in 1978. He settled in Perth and worked as head 
gardener at Methodist Ladies College where he took great pride in his floral 'MLC' display and manicured lawns.  
Up until a short time before his death he was still very active and was proud to hold a valid drivers licence.  Fyffe 
was a lifelong member of Gillygooley Presbyterian and always had a keen interest in the church and looked 
forward to receiving the Trinity & Gillygooley News. He was a kind, generous and honest man with a warm 
sincere smile and even though he was miles away he will be very sadly missed by his family and all who knew 
him.

THE OUTSIDER

I staggered blindly through life’s storm
With no direction, no future, no hope.

The night was threatening, thick and dense
Icy fingers beckoned grimly

The wind lamented with a ghostly moan
I was destitute and alone.

Then I saw a bright chink of light
Coming from a door.

Clearly visible in the night
But somehow overlooked before.

The door swung open easily,
A glow shone from within.

A wave of warmth washed over me
As I heard the words, “Come in”

 
Philip McCandless

Baptism At Trinity
Kyle and Gillian Hay presented David Leslie Nicholas 
for infant baptism in Trinity on Sunday 2 Feb 2014.

Record of Baptisms, Marriages and Deaths
(until 19 January 2014) 

Baptisms in Trinity

22 Sep  Andrew Noah McKelvey

22 Dec  Alexander William 
Samuel Openshaw

“Let the children come to me...”
(Mark 10:14)

Marriages in Gillygooley

16 Nov  Derek John Shields & 
 Doreen Margaret Gilmore

18 Jan  Gavin Kyle Armstrong
& Leona Dianne Black

“Love one another as I have loved 
you...”

(John 15:12)

Deaths in Trinity

24 Sep  Jim Adams

11 Dec  Joan Burke

Deaths in Gillygooley

2 Oct  Andrew Scott

“I am the resurrection and 
the life...”

(John 11:25)
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New Moderator Elected

The next Moderator of the Presbyterian Church will be Rev. Michael Barry (63), 
minister of Sandys Street Presbyterian Church in Newry for 28 years.
Dr. Barry was elected in a second round of voting after the first round had resulted in a 
three way tie between Dr. Barry, Rev. Liz Hughes of Whitehouse and the minister of 
Trinity, Ballymoney, Rev. Ian Mc Nie. In the second election, voting was just as close 
with Dr. Barry receiving 7 votes to the 6 each of Mrs. Hughes and Mr. McNie.
  Dr. Barry will take up office on the 2nd June in succession to Dr. Rob Craig who 
continues as Moderator until that time.
  Commenting on his election Dr. Barry said, “I am very surprised but pleased that the 
Presbyterian Church has put its confidence in me and seen fit to give me the honour of 
serving as Moderator. I look forward to encouraging the Church and its people in their 
ministry as I have the opportunity to travel around Ireland and visit congregations and 
meet people engaged in ministry and mission.”

  A former schoolteacher, he still sees himself as a teacher enjoying conducting worship, preaching Sunday by 
Sunday and talking to people about faith in the more informal settings of pastoral visitation or in wider 
community life.
  “How I go about my ministry stems from what happens on a Sunday. I have a particular interest in the conduct 
of worship and I enjoy preaching,” says Dr. Barry.
  “I believe what happens in a Sunday service sets the tone for the week ahead and I try to carry that though my 
pastoral visitation, my teaching within the congregation and in the many conversations I have with all sorts of 
people from many backgrounds in the wider community.”
  Dr. Barry has taken a particular interest in Rathore School in Newry. It is a school for pupils with special needs 
and he often shares in school assembly. Also, with the family seafaring tradition, his father, grandfather and 
uncles were all sailors, he has become involved with a group that seeks to maintain the historical heritage of 
Newry Port and Canal.  
  Michael Alexander Barry was born on 31st December 1950 into a family of seafarers. His father, grandfather 
and three uncles all served in either the Royal or Merchant Navy. Growing up in Carrickfergus as a member of 
First Carrickfergus Presbyterian Church he attended Carrickfergus Model PS, Carrickfergus Technical College and 
Newtownabbey Technical College before completing teacher training at Stranmillis College, Belfast.
  Between 1972 and 1979 Mr. Barry taught Maths at Larne Technical College during which time he was awarded 
a BA degree from the Open University and in 1979 began his studies for the Presbyterian ministry at Union 
Theological in Belfast.
  In 1982 he was ordained as assistant minister in First Larne Presbyterian Church and was installed as minister 
of the Sandys Street congregation in Newry in 1985 where he serves today. In 1997 he was awarded a Doctorate 
in Ministry from Covenant Theological Seminary in St. Louis, USA.
  In his wider ministry Dr. Barry is currently chaplain to Daisy Hill Hospital and has served as a member and chair 
of various school boards of governors.
  He enjoys singing and will occasionally join with the church choir or a men’s singing group within the 
congregation. He also describes himself as an armchair sports enthusiast taking an interest in Glentoran’s results.
  Dr. Barry is married to Esther and has two daughters, both of whom have followed their father into teaching, 
and are currently living in England.

Presbyterians 'breaking the silence' on mental health
The notion that ‘I can’t suffer from mental health problems and be a Christian’ was addressed at a special 

conference held by the Presbyterian Church on Saturday, 1st February at Assembly Buildings, Belfast.
The conference entitled ‘Breaking the Silence’ challenged the Church to get involved in promoting the good 

mental health of society and was aimed particularly at ministers, deaconesses and youth leaders who are being 
encouraged to take a lead on this issue.

Organised jointly by the Board of Social Witness and the Presbyterian Youth Assembly, SPUD, the conference 
has come about through the intervention of two SPUD delegates at last year’s General Assembly.

SPUD stands for Speaking, Participating, Understanding and Deciding and is the Presbyterian Church Assembly 
for young people. It sends delegates to the annual church wide General Assembly who are mandated to 
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PRESBYTERIANS LAUNCH NEW EVANGELISTIC RESOURCE

‘Some old granda in the clouds?’ is not the normal way Presbyterians refer to God but it is one of the 
questions posed on a new range of evangelistic resources produced by the Church to help begin conversations 
with people who have little or no interest in the Christian faith.

“In a world in which people have formed their own ideas that seem to make God unlikely, untrue or 
unnecessary, we have developed this resource as a hands on way of engaging people in gospel conversations,” 
explains David Thompson, Mission Development Officer with the Board of Mission in Ireland.

“Most people come to faith in Christ through personal contact with other Christians and many little 
conversations that take place over a period of time.  The postcards and video clips that make up this resource are 
designed to help make the most of those significant conversations with non-Christians.”

Under a campaign title of ‘It’s not what you think’, three postcards have been produced so far. They use 
attention grabbing headlines such as ‘Some old granda in the clouds? What do you think God is like?’,  ‘I’m not 
perfect but look at them! Why do we always compare ourselves to others?’ and ‘It’s not fair. I’m broke. I’m sick. 
I’m angry! Why do things always go wrong?’.

Big on image and light on text the postcards provide short and visual ways of provoking conversations about 
faith by picking up the God-related talk that goes on in the world of the everyday, ordinary, post church 
generation.

Additionally all the cards are linked to online video animations and interviews that are designed to ‘poke and 
provoke’ and engage with some of the myths, questions and difficult issues that stop people really believing in 
Jesus. These are accessed by simple QR Codes on the cards that can be scanned into the reader’s smart phones.

“Today many people have misleading views of God and what the Bible teaches,” adds David Thompson.  “By 
highlighting common myths about God these postcards and videos use them as a starting point to bring people to 
the true picture of God and what he has done in the world.”

More information about the resource can be found at www.presbyterianireland.org/itsnotwhatyouthink as 
well as details of how to view the video clips and how to order copies of the postcards.

represent the views of Presbyterians under 25.
Helen Forsythe and Helen Macaulay made their intervention at the Assembly held in Londonderry last June in 

a debate calling on the Presbyterian Church to be supportive of the recommendations proposed by the Bamford 
Review concerning mental health provision.

They spoke so forcefully and movingly about the vital need for churches to be involved in complementing the 
statutory health and social care provision that the General Assembly agreed to an emergency resolution calling 
for a Presbyterian event to be organised to raise awareness of the issue. Hence the conference.

“I have walked with close Christian friends through the shadow of depression, self harm, suicidal thoughts and 
eating disorders, and have felt their devastation and frustration,” says Helen Macaulay explaining her passion for 
the issue.

“This can be such an overwhelming situation but we must start the conversation.  The dream is that our 
congregations would be seen as places of safety, refuge and healing for those who are heavily stigmatised by 
many other areas of society.”

Helen Forsythe is no less passionate. “There is often a stigma that I can’t suffer from mental health problems 
and be a Christian.  The condition is often compounded with a guilty feeling that, as a Christian, they should be 
full of joy without realising that the illness has sapped any joy from their lives.

“As a Church we have a responsibility to act as Jesus would have done, to help ease suffering and to show love 
and to pray so that people suffering from mental illness do not feel isolated from Christian fellowship but are 
embraced by it.”

Rev. Bobby Liddle, convener of the Board of Social Witness agrees. “The overarching vision of the Bamford 
Review is that people with a mental illness should be treated in the community and the Review outlines many 
examples of care that the Presbyterian Church should be involved in.

“I am particularly delighted that our young people are taking the lead on this issue making the church sit up 
and realise that it has a significant part to play in helping people of all ages in their struggle with mental illness.”

Keynote speaker at the conference was Dr. Ken Yeow, a consultant psychiatrist in eating disorder. Also taking 
part was Peter McBride from the Northern Ireland Association for Mental Health as well as representatives from 
Bighouse, an interdenominational Christian organisation which is committed to helping churches and youth 
leaders care for young people especially when their life situation is different or difficult.
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Items for inclusion in next Gillygooley News should be sent to:
Diane Mills, Editor, Tel: 028 82246553.  E-Mail: diane553@hotmail.co.uk

Anyone from Trinity who has an item they would like included in the magazine should contact either
Richard McClung, Tel: 8224 5150, Email: TrinityNews@knocksilla.plus.com or 
Anne Parke, Tel: 8224 2598, Email: anne.parke@btinternet.com 
Please include as much written detail as possible and use original photos if emailing articles!
Thank you to all who supply material or take photographs.
Remember, a full colour version is available on the Trinity Church website!
The provisional deadline for submission of articles for the next edition, which is due out in June 2014, is 
Monday 28th April 2014.

Looking towards Easter 2014
Dates for your diary

Sunday, 13 April 2014
Palm Sunday Service

Friday, 18 April 2014
7.00 pm - Good Friday Service in Trinity

Sunday, 20 April 2014
Easter Sunday

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper and 
Reception of New Communicants


