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Trinity Girls' Brigade held their Annual Parents Night and Display on the 2nd April 2014
at 7.00.p.m. The Inspecting Officer was Mrs Hazel McCay a member of the
congregation. Reverend Robert Herron (Chaplain ) was present as was Reverend Jane
Nelson ( 1st Omagh). Captain welcomed everyone and invited Mrs McCay to inspect the
Company. After the inspection the Company Girls presented the programme of a sketch
entitled “The Dentist”, two popular songs and line dancing. The Explorers sang the
chorus “My God is so Big” and Rebekah Reid recited a poem.
Speeches followed from Captain Jolene Bell, Mrs Hazel McCay and Rev. Jane Nelson.
Thanks were expressed to Lorraine Reid, Mavis Jardine and Jolene Bell for their devotion
to the girls every week. Prizes and awards were given out to the girls and presented by
Mrs McCay. Supper was then served with help from the Company section.
The girls went on a “Dog walk” to the Forest Park in Seskinore on the 9th April.
Grovehill Animal Trust provided the canines, of which there were 9 in total. The weather
was kind to everyone including the parents who
came along for the walk. Everyone enjoyed the
outing and we would like to thank Richard from
Grovehill for transportation of the dogs to the
location. After the walk a cheque was
presented to Richard by Rachel Patterson and
Naomi Breen on behalf of Trinity Girls' Brigade
(Photo right). This money was sourced from
Quiz sheets which the girls sold to raise some
funds. The winner of the Quiz was Mr Thomas
Patterson, Gillygooley Road, Omagh. Well done
to Tom, the sellers and A BIG THANK YOU TO
ALL! The NSPCC also benefited from the quiz.
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BBC Radio Ulster broadcast from Trinity Church
On Sunday 16th February, the morning service was broadcast by BBC Radio Ulster
from Trinity church. A large congregation of both Trinity and Gillygooley members
were seated in church by 9.45 as requested, for a short practice and sound check
before the service began at 10.15.
Reverend Herron warmly welcomed the congregation and those listening on the
radio to the service which had "Co‐workers in God's service" as its theme. The call
to worship was made by Rev Herron and Claire McKernan before the opening
hymn, 'You servants of God' was sung.
The opening prayer was led by Lucy Reid and the first Bible reading, from Psalm
119, was read by Naomi Duncan.
Soloist Kyra McKinley then sang 'Amazing Grace', accompanied on piano by Stuart
Watson. (pictured right)
After the children's story 'The Two Sons', based on Matthew's parable was read by
Rev Herron, Jason King, Tom Bell, George Donnell and Rachel Graham, the
congregation sang the hymn, 'Spirit of God, unseen as the wind'. Prayers of thanksgiving and for others were led
by Joan Somerville, Robert Fyffe, Claire Mc Elhinney, Chris Smyth and Annette Moore.
The senior choir sang 'Look to the Day' and this was followed by the second Bible reading, from 1 Corinthians,
read by Reverend Jane Nelson, minister of First Omagh Presbyterian Church.
After the hymn, ‘From Heaven you came helpless babe’ Rev Herron's sermon was based on the theme of the
service, 'Co‐workers in God's service'
This was followed by the hymn 'O Jesus I have promised' and the Benediction. The service ended promptly at
11.00.
A special word of thanks must go to the readers (pictured below right), Kyra and Stuart, the choir (pictured below
left) and Stanley Matthews and Sheena Herron for their excellent contributions to a most enjoyable and
uplifting service.

Food Safety Course
Over thirty people attended the CIEH Level 2 Award in Food Safety Course run in Gillygooley Orange Hall for three
consecutive Tuesdays in March which ended with an exam. This is a very important qualification to have for
ongoing catering/functions that takes place especially in the Orange Hall at different times of the year and this
certificate must be kept updated. A big thanks to all involved in securing funding for this course.

Obituary ‐ Florence Jean Todd
It was with deep regret that the Congregation of Gillygooley learned of the death of Mrs
Jean Todd at her home at St Julian's House on 27th February at the age of 102. Jean
(nee Anderson) was born at Aughee and until her marriage to the late Harry Todd was a
member of Ballynahatty and Creevan Presbyterian Church. After her marriage she
moved to the neighbouring townland of Corlea to farm with her husband, attended
Gillygooley Presbyterian Church and raised her four children; Edith, David, Junior and
Sidney.
The Congregation of Gillygooley extends their deepest sympathy to the Todd family and
wider family circle.
'The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want' Psalm 23
2
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BB Parents Night

Sam McFarland being presented with his
Presidents Badge by his mother Lavinia.
Junior Section prior to 1st Omagh Boys Brigade Parents night
with officers and chaplains.

Anchor Boys prior to 1st Omagh Boys Brigade Parents night
with leaders and chaplains.

Pictured with officer Andy McKernan is 1st
Omagh Boys Brigade Junior Section A Team who
qualified for the finals of the West Ulster
Battalion 5‐a‐side football competition. Sadly
they lost 1‐0 on penalties in the semi‐finals to
the eventual winners Mountjoy.

Company Section prior to 1st Omagh Boys Brigade Parents night with officer and chaplains.
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Trinity and Gillygooley Presbyterian Women
Leader Dorothy King presided at the January meeting on the 13th and welcomed all the members. She wished
everyone a good New Year and health for 2014. Sympathy was extended to Irene McCauley (father), Ellen
McConnell (brother) and Audrey Clements (aunt). Prayer followed and the Lord's prayer was said. Apologies:
Audrey Clements, Ellen Fyffe, and Ellen McConnell. The reading was from Matthew chapter 6. The hymn “O God
our help in ages past” was sung. Thank you cards were received from Annette Moore, Iris Scott and Irene
McCauley. Dorothy then read out the poem “God is Able” and then she welcomed the speaker for the evening –
Adele Donald. Adele is a member of Trinity Church and she had been
in Uganda with the “Fields of Life” organisation last summer. The
“Fields of Life” were there to build a school for children to educate
them. There are now over 100 schools in Uganda. Women are able
to work on projects for example “Pearl of Africa”. Adele told the
members that many fund raising events took place over the previous
two years to provide the volunteers with their accommodation when
they reached Uganda. Hazel thanked Adele for her contribution and
presented her with a small token of appreciation (picture left).
Women's World day of prayer will be held in Trinity in March. A Bring
and Buy Sale was followed by supper which was served by the ladies
of the committee. Total raised in the sale was £157.
There was no February meeting due to snow.
The PW March meeting was held on 12th. Leader Dorothy King
welcomed everyone. Apologies were received from Annette Moore,
Sylvia McGrew and Jean Rea. Sympathy was extended to Sadie Clements (sister‐in law), Joan Cummins and Betty
Gallagher (aunt Jean Todd). Dorothy congratulated Claire McElhinney on the awards that her Supermarket
received recently. The Womens' World Day of Prayer was held in Trinity on Friday 8th and thanks was expressed
to those taking part, especially Hazel, Mavis, collectors, tea providers and Mark who recorded the service.
Dorothy read a prayer and the Lord's Prayer was recited. The reading was from Matthew 4, 1‐11 and a hymn was
sung. Hazel apologised for the lack of a meeting in February due to snow. The theme for next year is “So I am
sending you”. The PW Annual Meeting is being held in Belfast on 8th May 2014. Dorothy then asked the speaker
for the meeting, Morna Nelson, to chair the AGM.
The following office bearers were elected for 2014‐15
Leader: Gladys Cuthbertson
Assistant leader: Beatrice Alexander
Secretary: Claire McElhinney
Treasurer: Audrey Clements
Committee members: Dorothy King, Hazel McCay, Audrey MCConnell, Wilma
Porter, Irene Knox and Mavis Jardine.
Dorothy thanked all the members and committee for their help whilst she
was leader and then welcomed Morna Nelson (pictured right) who gave a talk
on Nutrition. Morna gave an interesting insight to the ladies on how their life
style could improve by eating healthy food and exercising. The ladies were
really interested in the topic and many questions were asked. Beatrice
Alexander presented Morna with a token of thanks for her worthwhile input.
Supper was served by the ladies.

PW EVENTS for 2014 – 15
September
October
November
December
January
February
March

Mr Keith Lindsay (Flower Arranging)
Mrs Hilary Wright (Craft)
Visitors Night (1st Omagh)
Christmas Programme
Mrs Avril Campbell (Bees)
DVD (Every home Crusade India/ China)
Miss Elizabeth Conn (talk to be arranged)
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New Communicants At Trinity

Easter Sunday, 20th April 2014, saw ten new communicant members welcomed in to Trinity Church. They were
from L‐R: L‐R James Kerr, Matthew Allen, Kyle Beattie, Nicole Donnell, Katie Buchanan, Jeanna Colhoun, Bonita
Clarke, Reece Stewart, Stephen Armstrong and Ben Somerville.

TOP OF THE SHOPS
Congratulations to Claire and Jackie McElhinney for
scooping a major business award. Trinity’s own multi‐
talented Claire and her fellow business associates have had
their CENTRA Foodmarket at Brookmount Road awarded
the Gold Star as “Store of the Year” in Northern Ireland. A
further Gold Star went to Claire’s shop as the overall
winner judged against ALL 98 Centra businesses in
Northern Ireland. Quite an achievement! Claire said “We
knew in late February that we were in the top three of the
Supermarket category and were so thrilled to win the Gold
Award that was announced at a special Gala Dinner in the
Slieve Donard Hotel, Newcastle. Later in the evening we
were more than astonished to be awarded a second Gold
Award as the overall winner of all Centra businesses. We
have excellent staff and they all played their part in achieving this success.”
Claire explained that, in running their business they feel very much at the heart of the community. We share sad
times and happy times with our customers and we are frequently involved in community activities including a
variety of charity initiatives.

Return to Kenya
Johnny and Gillian Moore from Trinity are returning to Kenya with Jengana in July. They will be joining a twenty
strong team of volunteers from Northern Ireland to take part in Jengana's projects in the Nairobi area. As well as
working with slum schools and local families, a major focus of this year's work will be setting up Jengana's new
home for abandoned children. The Jengana team are collecting donated clothes and supplies and will be taking
out as much as they can pack and carry. If you have any baby or childrens' clothes or easily transported items like
baby bottles etc. which you could donate; or would like to make a donation to the work of Jengana in Kenya,
please contact Johnny or Gillian.
5
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Community Showcase
This year Gillygooley Youth & Community Development Association took to the stage again in the Strule Arts Centre
on Saturday 29th March 2014 with the continuation of their comedy sketches entitled 'The New Addition'. Willie
(Robert Fyffe) & Agnes (Alison Hemphill) await the arrival of their first child with the help of Andy (Raymond King)
& Betty (Diane Mills). Mother‐in‐law (Violet Crosbie) and mid‐wife (Beatrice Alexander) are also on hand.
Gillygoogley Community Choir also took part as well as Gillygooley Pipe Band who played a selection of tunes and
the Youth Club entertained us
with the cha‐cha slide. In all
around 35 members of the
association were involved in the
production and a huge thanks
to all including the ones behind
Gillygooley Community Choir. Gillygooley Pipe Band.
the scenes.

Finale with Gillygooley Youth Club.

Record of Baptisms, Marriages and Deaths
(until 28 April 2014)
Baptisms in Trinity
2 Feb David Leslie Nicholas Hay
2 Mar Poppy Bailey Galbraith

Deaths in Trinity

Marriages in Gillygooley
12 Apr Ryan Hepburn &
Cheryl Smyth

29 Jan Betty Adams
3 Feb

Frank Chesney

2 Mar Anna Hetherington

Baptisms in Gillygooley

4 Mar Margaret McGrew
2 Feb Oscar Henry Short Dean
2 Mar Alyssa Mary Smyth

2 Apr

Margaret Gourley

3 Apr

Roy Wilkinson

21 Apr Isobel Wilson
Deaths in Gillygooley
27 Feb Jean Todd
“Let the children come to me...”

“Love one another
as I have loved you...”

“I am the resurrection
and the life...”

(John 15:12)

(John 11:25)

(Mark 10:14)
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GILLYGOOLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Gillygooley Primary School have been working alongside Gillygooley 2nd Youth for the last few months. This has
involved 5 different sessions where children and members had the opportunity to exchange skills and
experiences, e.g using computer/internet, baking bread, making butter and knitting/crocheting. We also invited a
past pupil, Mr Victor Anderson into the school to tell the children what the school was like when he was a pupil in
over 60 years ago. The programme gave the participants the opportunity to learn about life in the past and
current trends, while building on community relations and developing empathy across ages.

Victor Anderson sharing the memories of his youth.
Baking time!

Year 7 pupils showing Wilma Porter and Beatrice
Alexander the computer and internet.

The children learning to knit with Wilma Porter.

Gillygooley Primary School pupils with Gillygooley 2nd Youth.
7

Irene Browne demonstrating butter
making.
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Sunday School and Bible Class Project 2013/2014

During the year the children and young people of Trinity and Gillygooley have been
collecting money for ‘Places of Hope’ - The Youth and Sunday School Project of the
Presbyterian Church in Ireland for 2013/2014.
‘Places of Hope’ will be supporting two initiatives, one in Thailand and the other in Ireland.
Rainbow House - Thailand

Mullingar Presbyterian Church - Ireland

Rainbow House is run by the Christian Care
Foundation for Children with Disabilities and is based
in Bangkok, Thailand. CCD’s aim is to demonstrate
Jesus’ love by helping to develop disabled children to
their highest potential through a holistic approach
and to ensure that they have equal rights,
opportunities and a good quality of life in Thailand.
Some of the young adults who have grown up
through the home are now too old to stay there. The
Foundation has decided to build ‘Vision House’ to
allow these young adults to have some independence
while also receiving support.
The money raised by PCI will help finance this new
building and the vital work among these children and
young people.

Mullingar Presbyterian Church is currently meeting in a
local school as they wait to start the building of their
new church. They have a growing youth and children’s
ministry from babies and toddlers through to young
adults and also host a summer outreach ministry to the
community.
With the money raised we hope to resource this
ministry through providing equipment that they need
to fit out the rooms in the new church building.

Sarah Eves writes about her experience at Rainbow House:
I have been involved with supporting the work of CCD since 2008. I graduated as a speech and language therapist
from University of Ulster and was keen to do some voluntary work where I would be able to use my professional
skills. I ended up going out to Thailand for 5 months to work with CCD. Following that first trip, I returned to
Thailand for two shorter summer trips and have also been able to bring some other people out with me to get
involved.
Thai people are extremely welcoming and are keen for people to get involved so very soon I was helping run
activities, getting the children showered and dressed, helping with meals, singing songs and tidying and cleaning.
My speech and language therapy role developed over time.
Wasan, Chariya and their staff team are very keen to listen and learn from volunteers with professional skills.
They are always striving to move forward and welcome ideas on how to develop their practice so beware that if
you go out as a professional they may ask you to do some staff training! This is challenging but is a great
opportunity to share knowledge and expertise. If you do not have specific professional skills related to working
with children with disabilities, that’s fine too. Anyone who is energetic, enthusiastic and enjoys having fun will
quickly be put to good use at CCD.
8

Issue 63

Trinity & Gillygooley News

June 2014

Obituary - Roy Wilkinson
Late of Willowmount Park in Omagh, Roy Wilkinson passed away on Thursday 3rd April
2014. Born in Ballymoney, County Antrim in 1943, Roy first came to live in Tyrone in
1967, when he accepted a teaching post at Omagh Academy, and subsequently became
a well‐respected and popular member of the local community. As well as his long career
at the Dublin Road grammar school, he was also well‐known for his tireless work
promoting the local arts scene, for his membership of Omagh Lions Club and for his
many fine paintings.
Since his passing dozens of former pupils have taken to social media sites to remember
him as both a teacher and as a friend.
In his memory, during his funeral service in Trinity, the choir sang an anthem by John
Rutter called “Look to the Day”, conducted by organist Stanley Matthews, while the
Omagh Music Society members performed Mozart’s “Ave Verum”, conducted by Roy Millar.
Roy graduated firstly in fine art from the Arts College in Belfast in 1965 and then in design in 1966, before
heading to New York to work as a set designer for the CBS television channel. When he returned from America a
year later, he headed west to take up a teaching post at Omagh Academy. Soon after arriving in Tyrone, Roy met
his future wife Margaret at a party for young teachers. The couple celebrated 40 years of marriage this year.
The Ballymoney man threw himself into teaching art at the Academy and loved the school and its pupils. His
classes were unconventional as he tried to maximise the potential of every pupil. He served as head of the art
department from 1981 until his retirement in 2003 (after 36 years teaching) and worked closely with fellow
teacher, Michael Murphy, in building the sets that were used by the school’s dramatic society.
It was the choir that brought Roy to Trinity in 1985 and he also sung his heart out for many years with the Omagh
Music Society. Stanley Matthews of Trinity says of him, “I personally first encountered Roy as an inspirational art
teacher at Omagh Academy around 1970 where he taught me art. In those days there was a fairly formal
relationship between teachers and pupils, with boys, in particular, being referred to by their surnames as was the
custom of the time. But Roy managed to remember the Christian name as well and that was how he addressed
us all [unless we really disrespected his beloved class room!]. I don't remember the term ‘cool’ being in
vogue then, but, if it had been, Roy was probably the coolest teacher in the school at the time! He was clearly
interested in all the arts, as was demonstrated in one ‘still life’ lesson when he burst into music on an old Spanish
guitar that had been lying around! After I left school I next encountered Roy singing in the Omagh Music Society. I
remember noting he had a fine tenor voice ‐ which was unusual as the majority of men tend to dislike singing the
higher parts in a choir, or find it difficult to produce the lyric tones preferred. Roy began, at first, helping out with
our church choir for special occasions, then, one day, he just turned up, joined in, and stayed. He was a dedicated
and essential member of our church choir. His opinion was always welcomed, as was his great sense of humour.
He became a dear friend to all of us and struck up a great and lasting friendship with the late Bob Eliott who
stood side by side with him in the tenor line for many years. He is, and will always be, very much missed by
everyone!”
It was with the same enthusiasm that he promoted the arts in Omagh town. He founded the Arts Committee in
1981, leading to the annual arts festival, which managed to attract some big names to Tyrone for over 20 years.
Roy’s creativity and vision were also pivotal in the opening of the Strule Arts Centre where he remained a board
member up until his death.
In recent years, Roy’s big passion was the Omagh Lions Club, which he joined in 1994. Having served as the club’s
president in 2000, his outstanding humanitarian work was recognised in 2011 when he received the Melvin Jones
Fellowship Award ‐ the highest honour available within Lionism, which only a handful of Lions have been given.
Speaking about Roy, Tony Laird, of Omagh Lions Club, said that he had been a “key member” of the organisation
for two decades. Mr Laird said: “Roy was heavily involved in all the big Lions Club projects over the last 20 years
in Omagh. He was instrumental in our art auction at the Ulster American Folk Park in 2003, which raised £35,000.
Roy was held in very high esteem by Omagh Lions Club and will be sadly missed by all. He and his wife Margaret
worked in particular with young people with special needs. Through the Saturday Club, they took them to the
cinema and also to the swimming pool.”
Roy’s escape from all his various activities was to go to his caravan in Donegal, where he painted and relaxed.
He is survived by his father Jack, brother James, wife Margaret, children Gareth and Deirdre, Gareth’s partner
Fiona, grandson Ben and the wider family circle. Our deepest sympathy is extended to all.
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Trinity & Gillygooley
Summary of Income for 2013
TRINITY
2011 (£)

2012 (£)

2013 (£)

Freewill Offering

44396

47138

47652

United Appeal (£7490 paid in 2013)

6370

6719

6493

World Development

2915

2871

2805

Easter

5225

5170

5373

Harvest (To Property)

6940

7244

6983

Gift Aid (Income Tax)

12622

12946

13805

Donations in 2013 from Trinity to charities included: £199 to the Earl Haig Fund; £1,627 to the
Moderator’s Appeals; £565 to the Jengana Project; £200 to the Foyle Hospice, £50 to the Sunday
School Project; £940 to Presbyterian Women Home and Overseas. World Development received a
total of £4,869.

GILLYGOOLEY
2011 (£)

2012 (£)

2013 (£)

Freewill Offering

21666

23964

23983

United Appeal (£3231 paid in 2013)

2446

2837

2694

World Development

845

940

1015

Easter

4095

4370

4222

Harvest (To Property)

6614

6322

5785

Gift Aid (Income Tax)

6598

6291

6832

Donations in 2013 from Gillygooley to charities included ‐ £345 to the Presbyterian Orphan and
Children’s Society; £89 to the Syria Appeal; £325 to the Philippines Appeal; £100 to Jengana Project.
During 2013 the income from contributions to the various church and mission
funds was very similar to the previous year.

Thank you to all who contributed to church funds in 2013
Money from Income Tax Covenants is distributed to the various accounts.
10
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GILLYGOOLEY WALKING CLUB
The walking club has got under way this season again with the members meeting every Wednesday at 7.30pm.
All age groups and walking abilities are catered for with long and short walks each night. The club not only walks
the country roads around Gillygooley but further afield as well eg Loughmacrory, Baronscourt, Mellon Road,
Gortin Road, Mountjoy and Castle Archdale to name but a few. So if you need the exercise and don't like walking
on your own why not come along!

Gillygooley Youth Club

By Alison Hemphill

Gillygooley Youth Club have ended another year, and held a prize giving along with a family bingo night. We had
a great attendance and it was a really enjoyable for all who attended.
We had a really great group of children at the club this year and all were well behaved. This year our prize for
Junior Best Personality went to Jodie Chrankshaw and our Senior winner was Emma Hunter.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all members and parents for all the support given throughout year
and remind them that registration will take place again in September 2014.

PCI COUNSELLING
Presbyterian Church in Ireland Counselling has been offering a professional counselling service since 1992.
The service is available to people from all denominations and none. Anyone experiencing difficulties can use the
service. Clients do not have to be Presbyterian.
Counsellors deal with a wide range of issues including:
Relationship difficulties
Bereavement & Loss
Abuse
Lack of trust
Childlessness
Sexual Health
Family Issues
Anxiety
Depression
Clients are seen either individually or as couples, according to their circumstances. First appointments are usually
arranged within two weeks of initial contact. The first appointment is known as an Assessment Interview and like
ongoing sessions lasts approximately one hour.
An appointment for counselling can be made by phoning 028 9261 0586 on weekdays between 9.00am and 1pm.
Messages can be left on the answering machine outside of these hours.
All counsellors are dedicated volunteers who are committed Christians and give freely of themselves each week.
They are men and women who understand that even the best relationships go through difficult times and that
individuals can have to cope with a variety of stresses and anxieties. All counsellors have been carefully selected
and trained to recognised standards. PCI Counselling is affiliated to the Association of Christian Counsellors and
uphold its code of ethics. Our counsellors receive regular supervision provided by two supervisors. They, with
other outside bodies provide ongoing training for all the counsellors to ensure that all those involved receive the
best service possible. They each adhere to a strict code of confidentiality.
All clients are asked to make a donations towards the cost of the counselling . The service received by each client
is identical regardless of the donation made.
Most counselling takes place in Belfast, but other venues are available.
For more information please contact:
Presbyterian Board of Social Witness, 2‐10 Fisherwick Place, Belfast BT1 6DW
Tel. 028 9261 0586
Email. counselling@pcibsw.org
www.pcibsw.org/counselling
11
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by a Gillygooley member

“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” Luke 23:34
Forgiveness may be the most misused, misapplied, and misunderstood quality in our culture. We think we know
what forgiveness is all about, but we really don’t. Before reading further, take a minute to do this little quiz by
deciding if each statement is true or false.
1.

A person should not be forgiven until he asks for it.

2.

Forgiving includes minimizing the offense and the pain caused.

3.

Forgiveness includes restoring trust and reuniting a relationship.

4.

You haven’t really forgiven until you’ve forgotten the offense.

5.

When you see somebody hurt, it is your duty to forgive the offender.

When you read the Bible and see what God has to say about forgiveness, you discover that all five of those
statements are false. How did you do?
So let's look at what forgiveness really is, do we understand forgiveness?
First, real forgiveness is unconditional. There’s no attachment to it. You don’t earn it. You don’t deserve it. You
don’t bargain for it. Forgiveness is not based on a promise to never do it again. You offer it to somebody whether
they ask for it or not.
When Jesus stretched out his hands on the cross and said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they
are doing,” nobody had asked for it (Luke 23:34). Nobody had said, “Please forgive me, Jesus, for what they’re
doing to you.” He just offered it. He took the initiative.
Second, forgiveness isn’t minimizing the seriousness of the offense. When somebody asks for your forgiveness
and you say, “It’s no big deal. It really didn’t hurt,” that actually cheapens forgiveness. If it wasn’t a big deal, you
don’t need forgiveness and you don’t need to offer it.
Forgiveness is only for the big stuff. You don’t use it for slights that are just minor issues. If something really
requires forgiveness, then you should not minimize it when somebody asks you for forgiveness. You shouldn’t say
it wasn’t a big deal. It was a big deal! If it wasn’t a big deal, just say, “You don’t need to ask forgiveness.” But if it
is a big deal, then you need to admit it.
There are a lot of big deals in life. But there is a difference in being wounded and being wronged. Being wounded
requires patience and acceptance, not forgiveness, because the person did it unintentionally. Being wronged
requires forgiveness.
Take time and think about the following
What are the wounds that you’ve been waiting for someone to apologize for but that you just need to
accept?
Why is it so hard to offer forgiveness to someone who has not asked for it? How can you move past this?
How does your attitude on forgiveness change when you consider how Christ forgave you?
“All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against
them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ's ambassadors,
as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: be reconciled to
God” 2 Corinthians 5:18‐20 (CEV)
Nearly 60 years ago, five American missionaries headed to the rainforest of the eastern Amazon in Equator to
make a second visit to the Huaorani tribe, which anthropologists said was the most vicious, violent society on the
face of the earth. They had a culture of killing, and studies showed 60 percent of the tribe died by murder.
As soon as the missionaries got out of the plane, they were speared to death by members of the tribe. The brutal
12
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murders made news all around the world. Many newspapers reported the deaths of these men, who included
Nate Saint and Jim Elliot.
A couple years later, Elizabeth and Valerie Elliot, wife and daughter of Jim, and Rachel Saint, sister of Nate, moved
into the Huaorani village to show love and forgiveness and minister to the people who had killed their family.
Eventually, Mincaye, the leader of the tribe, and the five men who participated in the missionary murders all
became Christians.
The kind of forgiveness that Elizabeth Elliot and Rachel Saint modelled doesn’t make sense until you have been
forgiven by God. Once you’ve experienced it, how do you forgive? You do the four things that these women did:
Relinquish your right to get even. Romans 12:19 says, “It is mine to avenge; I will repay says the Lord”. Leave it
up to God. He’ll take care of it, and he’ll do a much better job than you ever could.
Respond to evil with good. How can you tell when you’ve completely forgiven someone? You can actually pray
for God to bless the person who hurt you. The Bible says. “Do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse
you, pray for those who mistreat you” (Luke 6:27b‐28).
Repeat these steps as long as necessary. Peter asked Jesus in Matthew 18:21, “Lord, how many times shall I
forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven?” Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but
seventy‐seven times” Sometimes forgiveness has to be continual.
Rescue others with the Good News of God’s forgiveness. The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 5:18‐20, “All this is from
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was
reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the
message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through
us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: be reconciled to God”
And finally take time and think about the following
Why do you think it’s so difficult to let go of our need to get even or “have the last word”?
What can you do to model forgiveness in your life?
Who in your life needs to hear God’s message of peace and salvation?

Useful Contacts
If you require support or information regarding Gillygooley Presbyterian Church or Gillygooley Youth &
Community Development Association please contact the following:
Gillygooley Presbyterian Church ‐ Rev. Robert Herron Tel: 8224 3776
Sunday School ‐ Beverley Tel: 8224 7047
Gillygooley Youth & Community Development Association ‐ Raymond Tel: 8283 1444
Gillygooley Youth Club ‐ Alison Tel: 8283 1773
Gillygooley 2nd Youth (50+ club) ‐ Violet Tel: 8225 7814
Gillygooley Community Choir ‐ Linda Tel: 07840996922
Gillygooley Community Alert ‐ Fred Tel: 8224 2708
Eric Tel: 8224 6511
Gillygooley Walking Club ‐ Diane Tel: 8224 6553
Gillygooley Pipe Band (piping and drumming lessons) ‐ William Tel: 8224 8494
David Tel: 07754155390
Gillygooley LOL 339 ‐ Raymond Tel: 8283 1444
Fairy Water Farmers Group ‐ Mervyn Tel: 8283 1355
Gillygooley Primary School ‐ Brenda Tel: 8224 2932
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Children’s Page
The names of eleven of the twelve disciples are hidden in this word square. Can you find them?
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Which of the disciples is missing? (Mark 3 v16‐19 will help you) _______________________________

SOMETHING TO MAKE
Try these Mystery Bible cakes for all you budding young chefs. Find the missing ingredients by looking up the
bible reference.
Take 4oz Proverbs 30:33, (first half) 1 dessertspoonful of Revelation 10:10, and 3oz sugar. Mix them
together.
Add 2 Jeremiah 17:11, 4oz self‐raising 1st Kings 4:22, and ½ teaspoon baking powder. Mix it all together
and drop the mixture into bun tins or paper cases.
Bake in the oven 190°C (375F°) Gas Mark 5 for about 15mins.
When cool, spread with a little Revelation 10:10 and decorate with 1st Samuel 29:2.
Enjoy!!
Please Note: We can only except Primary School Entrants
Please forward entries to Diane Mills, 46 Thornlea, Omagh, BT79 0EL no later than 4 weeks after publication. If
more than one correct entry is received from either church a draw will be made. Please send in whole page
including name and address.
Last issues winners: [Trinity – none] [Gillygooley – Lauren Hunter]
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SIX MONTHS ON TYPHOON SURVIVORS FIND HOPE
Thanks to the generosity of UK churchgoers and the wider
British public,Tearfund has helped more than 184,900 people to
rebuild their lives in the Philippines since Typhoon Haiyan wreaked
havoc on 7th November 2013.
Six months on from one of the the most intense tropical
storms to ever hit the country, there has been significant progress
made by Tearfund’s local partners who are helping Filipino people to piece their lives back together.
Paul Cook, Tearfund’s Advocacy Director, who recently returned from affected areas reports: ‘The scale of
the devastation I saw in the Philippines was enormous. Village after village have been swept away by winds and
tidal surges which have left communities broken. But the generosity shown by the UK church is making a real
difference.’
Thanks to 7.4 million pounds donated to Tearfund, so far 174,000 people have received emergency food
term support such as helping at least 22,000 people find shelter or rebuild their houses. Communities are being
trained how to build better houses, making them less vulnerable to similar storms in the future.
Paul Cook met many children and families whose lives have been changed forever, he said: ‘Many people
have been left traumatised including children who cower when they hear the winds pick up. They said they
couldn’t face anything like this again.’
But, with the money donated, some 8,000 children
have safe places to play and have received psychological
support to help deal with the trauma they have
experienced.
On the night of Thursday 7 November 2013, May
Medalla’s bamboo and palm leaf house was overwhelmed
by sea surges, forcing her and her four young children (9,
8, 6 and 2) to flee the rising water levels. They found refuge at a friend’s house with two other families.
In the weeks that followed, May’s children were traumatised by the typhoon, fearing rain and the sound of
waves crashing on the shore.
In December, Tearfund’s partners opened a project in May’s village, which aims to to help the children
recover, play and learn in a safe environment. She also volunteers there.
May says, ‘When they were just starting the project, many of the children were asking about the storm. You
can compare their drawings from before. Immediately after the typhoon, their drawings were of big waves and of
destroyed houses. But now it’s different, they have different drawings, I think they’re enjoying their time now.
‘As a mother, it’s a big help for me. It’s really a bad memory for my son and I didn’t know how to deal with
it. But going to the project encouraged him to recover. I know how to help my child now.’
Despite the progress, challenges remain for this
disaster prone country. The latest Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report has confirmed
that climate change is already happening and it’s
hitting the world’s poorest people hardest.
Commenting on the challenge of the changing
climate when dealing with poverty, Paul Cook says:
‘The reality is, like many nations, the Philippines is now
experiencing far more dramatic weather volatility. The Above: Joel Manacpo, 31, is starting his own journey to
seasons have totally changed. Rains that used to come recovery, standing outside the site of his new house in
from June through December can now come at any
Barangay Salvacion, Dulag, where foundations have
time. Typhoons always used to come from the same
been laid by Tearfund partner, Medair. He says, ‘Our
direction, now they hit the country from all directions family is thankful because they gave us a new house, a
and it is only going to get worse.’
new shelter for our everyday living. ‘We’re only farmers
He added: ‘We need to get to the root of the
and we don't know how to start, how to build a new life.
problem, transforming the way we live and develop, to That’s why we’re so thankful to Medair for the shelter
allow everyone to thrive, now and in the future.’
they have given us. We are happy!’
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Summer Arrangements
SUNDAY SERVICES

July
GILLYGOOLEY (10.00 AM) & TRINITY (11.30 AM)
Rev Robert Herron

August
GILLYGOOLEY (10.00 AM) & FIRST OMAGH (11.30 AM)
Rev Jane Nelson
PASTORAL COVER
July - Rev Robert Herron
1 - 25 August - Rev Jane Nelson
(Tel: 028 82242239)

Anyone from Trinity who has an item they would like included in the magazine should contact either
Richard McClung, Tel: 8224 5150, Email: TrinityNews@knocksilla.plus.com or
Anne Parke, Tel: 8224 2598, Email: anne.parke@btinternet.com
Please include as much written detail as possible and use the full original photos in your articles!
Thank you to all who supply material or take photographs.
Remember, a full colour version is available on the Trinity Church website!
The provisional deadline for submission of articles for the next edition, which is due out in October 2014, is
Monday 8th September 2014.
Items for inclusion in next Gillygooley News should be sent to:
Diane Mills, Tel: 8224 6553. E‐mail: diane553@hotmail.co.uk
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