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TRINITY & GILLYGOOLEY

NEWS

Rev Herron receives his OBE
Congratulations to the Rev Robert Herron who was awarded an OBE in the Queen’s  
Birthday Honours List.  The investiture took place at Buckingham Palace on 6th October 
2015 when he received the award from The Princess Royal.  This photograph was taken 
outside, in the courtyard of Buckingham Palace where the Rev Herron was accompanied 
by his wife Sheena and daughter Katherine.

 Easter 2016
Dates for your diary

Sunday, 
20 March 2016
Palm Sunday 

Service

Friday, 
25 March 2016

7.00 pm
Good Friday Service 

in Trinity

Sunday School Christmas Party
For the children of Trinity and Gillygooley Presbyterian Churches, Christmas would not 
be complete without the annual party in Trinity Hall.  An afternoon of fun and games 
was organised by the Sunday School teachers with the highlight of the day for the 
children being the arrival of Santa to distribute presents to all.  Santa even had time 
for selfies. A good day was had by all.

Julieann and Emily 
Hemphill with Santa. Santa with Oscar Reid. Children playing Pass the Parcel.

Christmas Tree 
Festival 

Christmas Tree named 
'Rudolph the Red Nose 
Reindeer'. It was made 
by Gillygooley Youth 
Club and was on 
display at 
Lislimnaghan Parish 
Church at the Light of 
the World Christmas 
Tree Festival in 
November last year.

Sunday, 
27 March 2016
Easter Sunday

Sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper 

and Reception of 
New Communicants
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GYCDA Service of Lessons, Music & Carols
Gillygooley Youth & Community Development 
Association held their Annual Service of Lessons, 
Music & Carols on Sunday 13th December.  Praise 
was led by Gillygooley Community Choir 
accompanied by Margaret Hemphill.   Lessons 
were read by representatives of all the 
organisations who use the Gillygooley Orange Hall 
Complex.  The offering on the night was in aid of 
CLIC Sargent Children’s Cancer Charity.  After the 
service everyone was invited for tea in the Orange 
Hall.  Thanks was extended to all involved.Members of Gillygooley Community Choir.

Pictured presenting a donation of £560 to a representative 
from CLIC Sargent Children's Cancer Charity are L-R Linda 
Hunter,  Raymond King , Rev Robert Herron and Margaret 
Hemphill.

Readers who read lessons on the night were: 
L-R(back)Robert Graham, Beatrice Alexander, 
Fred Chambers, Robert Fyffe (front) Stephanie 
Hunter, Karen King, Margaret Henderson, 
Stephen Fleming and Rodger King.

Harvest Service at Gillygooley
This year's Harvest Service was held on Sunday 18th October entitled 'The worry-free life!'.  The Church was 
tastefully decorated with flowers, fruits and vegetables, with a model farm set up at the rear of the church.  
Hymns on the day were  'All creatures of our God and King, Cauliflowers fluffy and cabbages green, Thank you 
God for the Harvest, Praise God for the Harvest of orchard and field and We plough the fields, and scatter.' Bible 
readings were taken from Psalm 126 and Matthew 6.

Helping to decorate the church L-R 
Dorothy King and Irene Browne.

Putting final touches to an 
arrangement is Jean Creery.

The Model Farm.

Joe King pictured at the entrance to the 
church at Harvest Service.
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John Gordon 1923-2015
John Gordon and his family were members of Trinity congregation from 1961 to 1967. 
During that time John made a huge and very successful contribution to the 
development and well being of the boys of 1st Omagh BB Company. He also served on 
Trinity Church Committee.These notes are extracted from the words of a personal 
tribute to his father delivered at his Memorial Service in McQuiston Memorial 
Presbyterian Church, Belfast in November 2015 by Andrew Gordon.

John Gordon was born near Antrim town in 1923. After a brief stint working at Nutt’s 
Corner Airport he joined the Ministry of Agriculture, which in those days meant being 
placed away from “home territory”.

John was sent first to Derrygonnelly,then to Castlederg where he got actively involved in the local community, 
joining the church, the silver band, the masonic lodge, the golf club, a drama group and generally becoming a 
very popular member of the community. Thence to Omagh in 1961 where John joined Trinity congregation and 
soon became immersed, once more, in church activities. 

In 1962 he was persuaded to take over the captaincy of the 1st Omagh BB Company and with a few like-minded 
others he built the company from 37 to 140 strong, the biggest outside Belfast. In the 5 years he was in charge 
they travelled all over the province, playing volleyball, football, taking part in drill competitions – anything for the 
boys’ benefit. John’s son Andrew, well known in Omagh in his own right, remembers those great days in Omagh 
Boys’ Brigade. He recalls that “in the days before the M1 – many a night Dad woke me at Ballygawley to talk to 
him in the hope of keeping him awake until we got to Omagh.”

The Company members excelled at table tennis and so they entered a team for the BB UK championships in 1965, 
and also brought teams from London and Leeds to play in Omagh. The table tennis highlight was when the 
Omagh boys went to London and won the title – not once, but twice! Andrew points out that it did help to have 
the Tyrone table tennis players seeded 1, 2, 3 and 4 on that team!

Andrew believes that it was his dad’s forward looking attitude that drove the company on, but that it was his 
caring attitude and youthful personality that attracted the boys to join and participate in the Company. He also 
reflects on his mother’s “open door” policy at home where endless cups of tea were supplied to the boys 
especially on Sunday afternoons and evenings.

John Gordon left Omagh and Trinity in 1967 with another transfer, this time to Belfast, where he continued to be 
hyperactive in work and community activities while always finding time and energy to be a loving father and 
husband.

In his retirement he worked with the Northern Ireland Health and Safety Group, the Limousin Cattle Breed 
Association, and with many organisations connected with mental health provision including the Orchardville 
Society and Edgecumbe Day Centre, which he was instrumental in setting in place – they all benefited from his 
presence and expertise.

His contributions to society were acknowledged with the award of the MBE in 1995. In 2013 he also was awarded 
an “Unsung Hero” award from the Limousin Club for his tireless work over the years with them. As son Andrew 
said in his reflections “The man never retired !!”

Trinity Church can reflect with pride and gratitude on the precious but short years that John Gordon spent with 
us.
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Bible Class Outing
The Trinity & Gillygooley Bible Classes 
went bowling this year for their Christmas 
outing to the Brunswick Superbowl in 
Londonderry on the 5th December 2015 
and a good time was had by all.
Trinity and Gillygooley shared the honours 
this year with Trinity’s Scott McGrew 
winning the boys group and Gillygooley’s 
Karen King winning the girls group.

Graham Carson & George Donnell 
enjoying themselves.

George Donnell, Jason King & Frazer Caldwell.

Boys’ winners were Scott McGrew (105), Jason King 
(97) & Neil Hemphill (105).

Girls’ winners were Karen King (138), Molly Buchanan 
(93) & Emma Donnell (93).

Mark Fenwick, Lucy Reid & Scott 
McGrew.

Chelsea Johnston, Katie Gault & Emily Buchanan.

Lucy Reid & Adam Porter.

Leaders Noel, Beverly, Adele & Andy.
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Maintenance at Trinity 
During the months of July and August three specific work projects were commenced and completed at the church 
and church hall.
A flat roof adjacent to the "green room", which had been leaking, was replaced. This entailed the removal of the 
old covering and a large section of rotten timbers. New wood was then fitted, along with a new heavy duty 
rubber membrane and the lead flashing was repaired and resealed. The roof has been well and truly tested since 
with heavy rain and has proved to be a success.
Work was then carried out on the gable end of the church nearest to the back gates on Fairmount Road. This 
involved the erection of scaffolding ( as seen in the photograph) right up to the uppermost point of the church. 
The initial plan was to remove and replace the entire concrete parapet, in an effort to alleviate the damp 
problem on the blue wall inside the church. However as it transpired, because of the good condition of most of 
the parapet, it was decided to remove the badly cracked sections of the concrete only. These sections were then 
repaired and a total new layer of cement was applied to the entire parapet from top to bottom. The flues in the 
chimney stack were also unblocked and two new chimney pots fitted, which will hopefully help with air 
circulation and ventilation. Only time will tell what effect this will have on the internal blue wall but it was a job 
well done by Bert Rea and his "batman", sorry that should read Robin.
The third job carried out was the total refurbishment of the kitchen in the church hall. This comprised of the 
removal of the old kitchen with an entire new kitchen being fitted. New kitchen units, sinks, worktops, oven and 
hob and an integrated fridge were installed. The parquet floor was sanded down and recoated three times with a 
solvent based lacquer, which makes it look brand new. The entire area was redecorated and new cupboard doors 
were fitted therein.  The photographs show the old and new kitchen.
The works convener, Mitchell Mc Knight, would like to thank the skilled tradesmen who were heavily involved in 
the kitchen project. Firstly a big thankyou goes to Jimmy McCutcheon who fitted the new kitchen and cupboards 
and also replastered the walls, following the removal of the tiles.
Secondly thanks and gratitude goes to Derek and Jim Gilmore who carried out all the plumbing work. This 
included the removal and fitting of the two sinks, repair work to the existing copper cylinder and the fitting of 

new copper pipework inside the cupboards. This will 
help air the cupboards and reduce the problem of damp.
Thirdly a big thankyou goes to Alfie Sayers who carried 
out all the electrical work. Alfie fitted new plugs and 
sockets, new lighting and rewired the hob, oven and 
fridge.
The convener would also like to thank the following list 
of people who also assisted with the kitchen project; 
Sam Carson, Pearl Donnell, Noreen Eccles, Audrey 
Clements, Hazel & Robert McCay, Mavis Jardine and 
Irene Knox.
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TRINITY AND GILLYGOOLEY PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
   The PW began the 2015/16 session on the 8th September in the Wee Johnny Room.  Leader Gladys Cuthbertson 
welcomed everyone to the meeting.  There were twenty-four present.  Gladys began with a prayer and The Lord's 
Prayer was recited.  Hymn “Speak forth the word, O Father “ was sung.  Beatrice Alexander read a portion from 
Isaiah.  Various invitations were received from Seskinore and Edenderry, First Castlederg,  Dromore and 
Drumquin and Omagh Methodist for the ladies to attend in the near future.  A thank you card was sent from 
Eileen Fleming to thank the PW for their good wishes on her recent illness.

   The speakers for the evening were Lorna and Norman Wilkinson from 
the Logos Ministries.  Norman spoke about his work as a missionary and 
how Jesus had influenced his life. Lorna told us how they had spent the 
summer in Serbia where the temperature was 40 degrees.  Lorna's theme 
was “Here is love”.  Prayer followed and Caroline Hussey gave a token to 
Lorna and Norman for their interesting talks.  Supper was served by the 
ladies.
   In October Gladys welcomed all 
the members (twenty-seven in 
total). The Leader prayed and the 
Lord's Prayer was said.  Gladys read 

from the PW pack and Beatrice Alexander read some passages from 
Genesis. The supper for the Visitors’ Night in November was organised and 
the Trinity ladies were asked to bring sandwiches pastry etc for the 
occasion. Gladys then welcomed Avril Campbell to speak on her passion of 
bee-keeping.  Her talk was very informative regarding the keeping of bees 
and how the bees help the farmers and gardeners everywhere.   Joan 
Cummins presented Avril with a token of thanks.  Supper was served by 
the committee members.

   Visitors’ Night was held in Trinity Hall on 10th November.  Everyone 
was welcomed by Gladys Cuthbertson (Leader) and the meeting opened 
with prayers.  Hymn “Great is thy Faithfulness” was sung and a reading 
from Ecclesiastes was read by Beatrice Alexander.  Gladys then 
introduced the speaker for the evening Miss Jenny Kilpatrick from the 
Faith Mission.  Jenny teaches school children in different parts of Ireland 
about God and Jesus by telling Bible stories.  Soloist Claire McElhinney 
sang “God will take care of you” at the interval.  Jenny then spoke about 
the “Seasons of Life”  Spring - new life after winter, Summer - fragrance 
from flowers and trees, Autumn - trees change colours and leaves fall 
leaving the trees naked, Winter - dreary, dark and waiting for springtime.  
God never changes and will not leave us or forsake us. “How great Thou 
art “ was sung and Dorothy King presented Jenny with a gift.  Prayer 
followed and supper was served by the Trinity PW ladies.  Ann McBain 
thanked all for the music and supper on behalf of the visiting ladies.

   The Christmas evening party was on 8th December.  Leader Gladys began by welcoming all the members 
present.  Prayer followed and Gladys hoped all would have a happy Christmas despite happenings in the world.  
Suitable readings were given by Beatrice Alexander and Irene Lowry.  Hymn “Love came down at Christmas” and 
the “Twelve Days of Christmas” were sung with complimentary portions from the Bible.  A Quiz then followed 
which was won by the Robins.  “Silent Night“ was sung and festive food was then served by the ladies.

Caroline Hussey, Norman and Lorna 
Wilkinson.

Avril Campbell and Joan Cummins.

Gladys Cuthbertson, Jenny Kilpatrick 
and Dorothy King.
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Harvest Service at Trinity
The annual harvest thanksgiving service took place on Sunday 18th October 2015 and it was a packed church that 
celebrated the occasion in a beautifully decorated church. The first hymn was ‘All creatures of our God and King’ 
and the choir followed this up with a rendition of ‘O Thou whose all-redeeming might’. The children’s hymn was 
‘Cauliflowers fluffy and cabbages green’ which was followed by another performance by the choir who sang the 
John Rutter hymn ‘I will sing with the spirit’. 
After the sermon the congregation sang 
‘Praise God for the harvest of orchard and 
field’ . The choir then sang ‘All earth rejoice 
with a gladsome voice’ whilst the collection 
was lifted. The final hymn was the 
traditional ‘We plough the fields and scatter’ 
after which the Rev Herron performed the 
benediction. Thanks goes to all who 
decorated the church and to the choir and 
musicians for their rehearsals and 
performances.

1st Omagh Boys’ Brigade

Boys' Brigade leaders who attended the Youth Training Course in Fintona. 
Enroled as Officers at the recent Enrolment Service. L-R  Joanne Hill, David 
McLean, Matthew McKernan, Diane Fenwick and Orla McFarland.

David McLean receiving his Queen's 
Badge from his mother Evelyn on 
Enrolment Sunday.

Matthew McKernan receiving his 
Queen's Badge from his mother 
Claire on Enrolment Sunday.
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Trinity Christmas Carol Service
A packed church enjoyed a service of readings and carols for Christmas in Trinity on Sunday morning, 20th 
December. The church was beautifully decorated and pre-service music was provided by Stanley Matthews. 
Lessons were read by Thomas Winters, Courtney Campion, Matthew Patterson, Emily Buchanan, Kyle Johnston, 
Chelsea Johnston, Lucy Reid and Rev. Herron.
The Senior Choir, accompanied by Stanley Matthews and Sheena Herron, sang four pieces: All Bells in Paradise, 
The Wild Wood Carol, a French carol called Noe! Noe! and People Look East.
The Junior Choir, accompanied by Wendy Irwin and assisted by Katie Buchanan, sang Donkey Riding, A Baby 
Smiled and We wish you a Merry Christmas. 
At the close of the service, Rev. Herron thanked all those who had decorated the church and those who had 
taken part in the service, before wishing the congregation a very happy Christmas.

Thomas Winters reading 
Isaiah 9 v 2,6 & 7

Lucy Reid reading 
Matthew 2 v 1-11

Chelsea Johnston reading 
Luke 2 v 8-16

Kyle Johnston reading 
Luke 2 v 4-7

Emily Buchanan reading 
Luke 1 v 26-35

Matthew Patterson 
reading Micah 5 v 2-4

Courtney Campion reading 
Isaiah 52 v 7-10

Above & below: Members 
of the junior choir
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TRINITY GIRLS' BRIGADE
The 2015/16 session began in September with Captain Jolene Bell and Lorraine Reid in charge of the girls.  The 
Company section took part in the annual Remembrance Service and Parade in Omagh in November.  A Christmas 
Party was organised for the girls by Jolene and Lorraine which included an appearance by Santa.  Presents were 
given out to each girl and and a party followed which was thoroughly enjoyed by all.

Gillygooley Primary School

Some children from Gillygooley P.S. pictured before 
going to Londonderry to take part in a production called 
‘Bluebottle’ which was organised through the Musical 
Pathways to Learning Programme and involved them 
singing with the Ulster Orchestra.

The pupils from Gillygooley Primary School took to the 
stage to perform ‘Aladd-in Trouble’  once again the 
children put on a fantastic Christmas show.

Floral Art & Craft Fayre 
Gillygooley Orange Hall was the venue for the 
Gillygooley Youth and Community Development 
Association Annual Christmas Floral Art & Craft Fayre, 
which was held on Wednesday 2nd December.  We 
were very pleased to welcome Noel Moore as our 
demonstrator for the evening.  Mulled wine, tea, 
scones and shortbread were served and a draw was 
made for the flower arrangements and other donated 
prizes.  Thanks are extended to everyone, especially to 
the ladies in the craft stalls and to all those who 
helped in any way to make the night a great success.
Photo: Demonstrator Noel Moore (back centre) with 
the prize winners.
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Useful Contacts
If you require support or information regarding Gillygooley Presbyterian Church or Gillygooley Youth & 
Community Development Association please contact the following:
Gillygooley Presbyterian Church - Rev. Robert Herron Tel: 8224 3776
Sunday School - Beverley Tel: 8224 7047
Gillygooley Youth & Community Development Association - Raymond Tel: 8283 1444
Gillygooley Youth Club - Raymond Tel: 8283 1444
Gillygooley 2nd Youth (50+ club) - Violet Tel: 8225 7814 / Robert Tel: 07564195322
Gillygooley Community Choir - Linda Tel: 07840996922
Gillygooley Community Alert - Fred Tel: 8224 2708
    Eric Tel: 8224 6511

Gillygooley Walking Club -  Diane Tel: 8224 6553 
    Robert Tel: 07564195322

Gillygooley Pipe Band (piping  and drumming lessons) -  William Tel: 8224 8494
       David Tel: 07754155390

Gillygooley LOL 339 - Raymond Tel: 8283 1444

Fairy Water Farmers Group - Mervyn Tel: 8283 1355

Gillygooley Primary School - Brenda Tel: 8224 2932

Record of Baptisms, Marriages and Deaths
(until 11 January 2016) 

Baptisms in Trinity

 11 Oct Kaitlyn Maria Roseanna Bradley
 25 Oct Oliver Patrick Patton
 15 Nov Jamie Andrew Clarke Johnston

“Let the children come to me...”

(Mark 10:14)

Deaths in Trinity

      1 Nov     Jack Adair

“I am the resurrection and the life...”

(John 11:25)

Community Choir

The Community Choir on their recent visit to sing at Harold McCauley Nursing Home.
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Education, Education, Education!
Margaret Simms interviews Sheena Herron about her doctorate in education
When did you get your doctorate?
I was awarded my doctorate in April 2012.  I finished writing my 
thesis in January and travelled to the OU campus in Milton Keynes 
during the Easter holidays for the exam.  It was unlike any other 
exam I have done in that the result was given to me by the 
examiners themselves, that same afternoon.
How long did it take?
I was teaching full-time and studying part-time.  It was a case of 
writing all the time, making notes from the research I was doing in 
school and notes from the books and papers I was reading.  As time 
went on I was able to use these notes to become chapters of the 
final thesis.  It took me about five years to do it.
What exactly was in it?
I looked in detail at my own teaching in school as well as the young 
children I was working with in my classes.  The Northern Ireland 
curriculum was changing during that time.  That made it very 
interesting.  We were trying new things in school and I was looking into the thinking behind this new curriculum 
as well as paying attention to how changes in the classroom seemed to affect the children.  So I’d be trying things 
out in the classroom, and sometimes videoing or making an audio recording during activities and then when the 
children had gone home, not just marking their work and getting everything ready for the next day, but also 
making notes about what we’d been doing that day.  And then I’d be reading in the evenings (or more usually in 
the early mornings) into the theory to try to make connections with what I was seeing to try to understand more 
about how the children were learning.  The thesis I wrote explains the theories I found useful and also tells the 
story of how I changed as a teacher as well as how the children in my classes progressed.  It was hard work but 
very rewarding to see the benefits in the classroom.
Could you explain a wee bit about it for us?
One of the things I tried to do with the children in my class was to find ways to help them become confident 
writers.  Writing can seem very daunting for young children and I wanted to see if I could come up with ways to 
teach writing that might make it easier.  I tried all sorts of different ideas and some of them worked well.  
Gradually the children all became writers who enjoyed reading their own stories and poems to each other.  I 
found that they would become very absorbed in their stories and they would pull out their books (or take their 
books home) to go on working on a story whenever they had a spare moment.  I don’t know what your memories 
of writing in school are.  Maybe you’re like me and remember having to write something called a Composition 
once a week. The whole point of the exercise was to fill the page up and not make too many spelling mistakes.  
Was anyone interested in what you wrote?  Did you care yourself?  We now know that those kind of once-a-week 
writing exercises turn writing into a technical exercise and that makes it hard for children to learn how valuable 
writing can be.  What I found out was that when the children had many more opportunities to write, and they 
could choose their own topics to write about, they were able to find out for themselves how enjoyable and 
valuable to them writing can be.  Just like talking or drawing, writing was a way for them to make sense of their 
lives.

Ancestry request from Australia
If anyone has any information, or can help Pamela, please feel free to contact her at the email address below.

Name Pamela Tokarczyk
Email: pamtok@optusnet.com.au

I am researching my 2nd great grandmother's history and believe she was married in a Presbyterian church in 
Omagh on 17/2/1863. I wondered if you had any records still for that period. Her name was Margaret McKinney 
born in 1843 and she married Joseph McMaster. Her three children were also born in Omagh including Mary 
Anne my great grandmother's mother on Dec 4, 1868 and there may be a record of baptism for her as well. 
Please let me know if you can help with any of these records.
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Children’s Page

Please Note: We can only accept Primary School entrants

Name ___________________________________    Age _______  Congregation __________________________

Please forward entries to Diane Mills, 46 Thornlea, Omagh, BT79 0EL no later than 4 weeks after publication. 
If more than one entry is received from either church a draw will be made. Please send in whole page.

Last issue's winners: Trinity - Rachel Patterson Gillygooley -  None
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Spotlight on Trinity People
The Trinity Spotlight falls on a gentleman who has been a faithful member of 
Trinity Presbyterian Church for over seventy years.  He is Mr Ronnie Orr, 
Townview Avenue South, who recently became an Elder Emeritus after 
having served on the Kirk Session of Trinity for forty years.
Ronnie’s parents, David and Annie Orr, lived in St. Johnston, Co. Donegal 
where he was born in February 1931.  Ronnie has two sisters - Betty Duncan, 
who also lives in Omagh, and Georgie Johnston, now living in Belfast.  
The family came to Omagh in 1935 and bought a farm at Lough Muck.  A 
factor in reaching this decision was that Ronnie’s mother had a sister living 
on the Dublin Road; her name was Martha Monteith, the wife of Bertie 
Monteith, Superintendent of Trinity Sunday School for almost thirty-five 
years.  With a family connection to Trinity, the Orr family joined the 
congregation and have been members of Trinity since they arrived in Omagh.  
Ronnie’s parents, David and Annie, joined the choir; David sang bass and 
Annie was an alto.

Ronnie has vivid memories of cycling to Trinity on a Sunday morning with his young sister Georgie on the bar of the 
bicycle.  He recalls how one Sunday morning he was stopped by a policeman and warned that it was very dangerous 
and not to do it again.  A few weeks later, when he thought the coast was clear, Georgie accompanied him on the 
bar and again he was stopped by the same policeman with a final warning.  That ‘friendly’ police officer happened 
to be a member of Trinity choir!
Educated at Omagh Academy, Ronnie remembers how each day he would go to his aunt for his dinner.  She lived 
a few doors up from the school.  From the Academy, Ronnie went to Omagh Technical College.  He also attended 
night classes to study joinery and building under the watchful eye of Mr Edgar Weir who encouraged him to study 
for his City and Guilds examination.  Ronnie had other ideas as he wanted to work on the farm.  
The relationship between teacher and pupil turned out to be a lasting friendship.  Mr Weir was an elder in Trinity 
and was to prove a very valuable member of the committee as he prepared the plans for the building of the new 
church hall extension.  Ronnie spent many hours working along with James Monteith, James White - an elder in the 
church, and Charles McFarland - father of Artie McFarland.  The extension was opened in 1957.
At Loch Muck, the family decided that the thatched residence on the farm was inadequate and it was replaced with 
a new modern farm house.  Mr Weir was called upon to draw the plans and, with the knowledge he had gained at 
the Technical College, Ronnie undertook much of the work including the plumbing which is still in use to this day.  
Included in the plans was a tall sash window with eight panes and Mr Weir showed confidence in his pupil by 
encouraging Ronnie to make it at night classes.  Over the years Ronnie has been called upon on many occasions to 
help with tasks around the church and the former manses where his talents have been put to good use.
In 1959, Ronnie married Dorothy Roberts, a member of Trinity.  Dorothy assisted Mrs Giboney who taught the 
younger children in Sunday School.  Ronnie recalls how parents would enter the church on a Sunday and leave their 
children with Mrs Giboney, who sat in the back pew, and then proceed to their seat.  Ronnie and Dorothy were 
blessed with three children, Sheila, David and Richard.
Alongside work on the farm and all their family commitments, Ronnie and Dorothy found time to play bowls in 
Trinity twice a week and they organised several tournaments which would be spread over several nights.  Ronnie 
was secretary of the Trinity Bowling Club for over 33 years.  Sadly, after a period of illness Dorothy died in 1991.  
A few years after Dorothy’s passing, Ronnie married Florence Mulholland, also a member of Trinity and a staunch 
member of the bowling club.  Ronnie and Florence continued supporting the club until its closure in 2009.  A short 
time later Florence fell into ill health and passed away in 2012.
When asked about his significant memories of Trinity, Ronnie replied, “when the committee decided to change the 
choir seating arrangement and the painting of the pews grey.”   He said that, over the years, many visitors have 
commented on the brightness of the church and he remembers a workman, who came to install shields on the 
windows after the bomb damage to the courthouse, saying that it was one of the nicest churches he had ever 
visited.  
One thing about Trinity that has always stood out for Ronnie is - “The friendliness of the people and their 
willingness to help when called upon.”
We hope that Ronnie will continue to play an active part in the life of Trinity.
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Carol Service at Gillygooley
The church was filled to capacity for the annual Carol Service on Sunday 20th December.  The Lessons were read 
by members of the Sunday School and Rev Herron.  The Senior Choir sang two carols entitled 'Come all you good 
people and burst into song' and 'Born as a stranger, laid in a manger'. The Junior Choir who led the congregation 
with the carol 'Away in a Manger' also sang two pieces 'Little children awake and listen' and 'There's a special 
feeling'.  The Bible class invited everyone to the hall for tea, coffee and mince pies after the service. A collection 
taken at the door raised £300 for the Presbyterian Orphan 
and Children's Society. Thank you to all who helped.

Readers (back L-R) Harvey King, George Donnell, 
Jason King, Lauren Hunter. (front L-R) Julieann 
Hemphill, Archie King and Rachel Graham.Junior Choir.

Reflections

The Truth About Shadows
One of the common sources of stress is loss. You can lose your job, your health, your money, your reputation, or 
a loved one.
When people go through loss, there are always two common reactions. One is fear, and the other is grief. Grief is 
good. Grief is the way we get through the transitions of life. In fact, if you don’t grieve, you get stuck!
On the other hand, fear is a bad thing. Not once in the Bible does it say, “Grieve not,” “Sorrow not,” “Weep not,” 
or “Cry not.” What it does say is “Fear not.” And it says that 365 times! Because grief doesn’t paralyze; fear does.
As David says in Psalm 23:4, “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, 
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me”.             
Shepherds always carried a rod and a staff to protect their sheep. David knew that, in the same way, God has the 
tools to protect him, and he trusted him, even in the darkest valleys. 
Maybe you are going through the valley of the shadow right now — maybe the valley of the shadow of death. It 
may be the valley of the shadow of debt. It may be the valley of the shadow of conflict. It may be the valley of the 
shadow of depression. It may be the valley of the shadow of discouragement. 
Shadows are scary. Remember how you used to be afraid of shadows when you were lying in bed as a child? 
We can all learn a few things about shadows.
First, shadows can’t hurt you.
Second, shadows are always bigger than the source. 
And — here’s the good news — wherever there’s a shadow, there has to be a light. You can’t have a shadow 
without light. So the key when you’re going through the valley of the shadow is to turn your back on the shadow 
and look at the light. Because as long as you keep your eyes on the light — Jesus, the light of the world — the 
shadow won’t scare you.
That’s how you go through “…the valley of the shadow of death”. You trust God in the dark valleys, just like 
David, who prayed, “When my spirit faints within me, you know my way!” (Psalm 142:3a ESV).
“For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39 ESV)
There is no place you can go where God’s love isn’t. You’ll never be separated from God’s love. 
Nothing — no circumstance, no situation — can separate you, because God’s love is everywhere. You will never 

by a Gillygooley Member
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Two members of Trinity Kirk Session 
appointed Elder Emeritus in Trinity Presbyterian Church

Mr Ronnie Orr and Mr Charles 
Graham, members of Kirk 
Session in Trinity Presbyterian 
Church  requested to be relieved 
of their duties for health 
reasons.  Permission was sought 
from Omagh Presbytery that 
they be granted Elder Emeritus 
status.  Mr Orr was ordained on 
7th December, 1975 serving a 
total of 40 years and Mr Graham 
was ordained on 10th January, 
1982 serving 34 years.  On 
Sunday 3rd January 2016 both men were presented with a gift 
to mark the occasion and thank them for their service to 
Trinity. Unfortunately Charles was not able to be at church to 
receive his gift. Ronnie Orr receiving his gift from Rev Herron.

Charles Graham.

be separated from God’s love. The fact is we do lose loved ones, your father, mother, husband or wife, family 
member or friend.
If you’re a Christian, you’ll never be lonely, because you always have God’s love. We are not talking about 
religion; We are talking about a relationship with Jesus Christ. His love lasts forever, and his love is everywhere.
“Where could I go to escape from you? Where could I get away from your presence? If I went up to Heaven, 
you would be there; if I lay down in the world of the dead, you would be there. If I flew away beyond the east 
or lived in the farthest place in the west, you would be there to lead me, you would be there to help me. I 
could ask the darkness to hide me or the light round me to turn into night, but even darkness is not dark for 
you, and the night is as bright as the day. Darkness and light are the same to you.” (Psalm 139:7-12 TEV).

Christmas Party time at Gillygooley
This year's G.Y.C.D.A. Community Christmas Party was held on Saturday 5th December at Gillygooley Orange Hall 
in conjunction with Gillygooley 2nd Youth. A very enjoyable afternoon got underway with a wine reception, 
music, afternoon tea, a draw and a visit from Santa.

Enjoying the celebrations. Waiting for afternoon tea to be served.

Helping with preparations L-R Robert Fyffe 
and Raymond King.A big welcome for Santa. Santa doing his rounds.
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Anyone from Trinity who has an item they would like included in the magazine should contact either:
Richard McClung, Tel: 8224 5150, Email: trinitynews@knocksilla.plus.com or 
Anne Parke, Tel: 8224 2598, Email: anne.parke@btinternet.com 
Please include as much written detail as possible and use the full original photos in your articles!
Thank you to all who supply material or take photographs.
Remember, a full, colour, digital version is also available on the Trinity Church website!
The provisional deadline for submission of articles for the next edition, which is due out in June 
2016, is Monday 25th April 2016.

Items for inclusion in next Gillygooley News should be sent to:
Diane Mills, Tel: 8224 6553. E-mail: diane553@hotmail.co.uk

Presbyterian Magazines
If anyone in Trinity wants to become a subscribing member to the Presbyterian Herald, ReachOut or 
Wider World magazines please feel free to contact Dawn McClung at 028 8224 5150 or email 
trinitynews@knocksilla.plus.com

The Presbyterian Herald is the official magazine of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland. It has a 
circulation of 12,000 and covers a broad spectrum of the population.

ReachOut is the bi-monthly magazine from the Council for Mission in Ireland. ReachOut covers a wide 
range of topics; innovative, exciting and inspiring activities that others are engaging in to reach 
people for Christ. Plus hear more about the PCI personnel working across Ireland. 

Wider World is the magazine of Presbyterian Women.

The Presbyterian Herald is £10 for the year and is published ten times a year.
ReachOut is £8 for a year and is published six times a year.
Wider World is £5 for a year and is published four times a year.

Care for Cancer
Supporting Omagh and its surrounding areas
1 Campsie Place
Omagh
Co. Tyrone
BT79 0FD
Tel: 028 8224 6599
Email: info@careforcancer.co.uk
Web: www.careforcancer.co.uk


