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AN INTERVIEW WITH TRINITY MEMBER BONITA CLARKE
HEAD GIRL OF OMAGH HIGH SCHOOL

Bonita with her mum June, dad Darren, and
acting Principal Mrs Elkin

How and when did you find out that you had been appointed
as Head Girl of Omagh High School?
The process of becoming Head Girl started with the selection
process for the opportunity to become a prefect. In order to
become one you had to either present a speech or deliver a
PowerPoint presentation on 'Why you would make a good
prefect'. From these presentations the prefects were selected
for the school year by the house teachers or form teachers and
then the form teacher shortlisted candidates who would be
suitable for the roles of Deputy Head Girl and Deputy Head Boy
as well as Head Girl and Head Boy who had applied to be a
prefect. Once this was done, the shortlisted students were
notified and we were requested to attend an interview. I had
to prepare for a 10 - 15 minute interview on what makes a good
Head Girl and why I would like to be one. Once the process
began, I was up against five fellow students which was very
tough as these girls were also suitable for the role. When the
interviews were completed the prefects, deputies and heads
were selected and announced on the same day. I found out
that I was Head Girl from the acting principal, Mrs Elkin. She
had gathered all of Higher Sixth Form into a room and made the
announcements that included the deputies as well as Head Boy.
She also congratulated everyone who had been awarded a
prefect duty. This was done in the first week of October.

As Head Girl, what are your main duties/responsibilities?
My main duty as Head Girl of Omagh High School is that I must uphold the excellent reputation that the school
has and not to dishonour the school. I assist and guide younger students to help them reach their full potential
through tuition which I carry out during my free periods in the school day. Another main duty is to ensure that I
am kind, approachable and helpful towards staff, pupils and visitors to the school and assist them in whatever
way I can. I must ensure that I am well organised and have a understanding of what each school day involves. For
example, if it is a press day or if an important event is scheduled, I often have to represent the school. I also have
to ensure that if any pupil has concerns they should feel I am approachable and can be someone they can talk to
and hopefully I will be in a position to offer them guidance. I also have the responsibility of working in a team and
collaborating with my Deputy Head Girls Jeanna Colhoun and Laura Donaldson and Deputy Head Boy Tristan
Harpur as well as my partner, Head Boy Matthew Wilson.
What qualities do you think are needed to carry out this role?
I believe that the qualities needed to succeed in these roles, whether as a Head Boy or Girl, or as a deputy are
that they are organised and ensure that they are ahead of their schedule, focused and able to prioritise their
workload. They must be patient, have good time management and confidence in themselves as every day brings
new challenges. I think a Head Girl must be dedicated and give support to her fellow peers and other students of
the school. She must be proactive regarding her own education as, without education, it could be more difficult
to achieve personal ambitions and wishes.
Any highlights so far this year – or any events you are particularly looking forward to?
The highlights so far, well one of the main ones I suppose, was being on national BBC TV and discussing the new
Strule Campus that is set to open in a few years time, with students from other secondary schools in the Omagh
area. Another highlight of my year was being chosen as Head Girl as it is a privilege and certainly an honour to
represent my time as a pupil of Omagh High School. Another highlight was overcoming my fear of public speaking
as I had to prepare and present a speech about self doubt and how I overcome that - as this was the theme of our
Prize-giving in 2016. I also had to represent Omagh High School at the Annual Remembrance Service where
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Matthew and I read the poem 'In Flanders Fields' and its response. This was a very special occasion and it was an
honour to speak at this event, which was followed by the laying of wreaths at the Cenotaph. A future highlight of
the year will be our formal in February 2017. It is to be held in the Silver Birch Hotel which is very exciting and the
hard work and final preparations have begun to ensure a spectacular night will be had by all. Hopefully a final
highlight, will be receiving my exam results in August and I would like to thank the staff of Omagh High School for
their hard work, dedication and persistence in helping make me who I am today. I am grateful for the head start
they gave me in my school life. I will always cherish the memories and the good friendships I have formed while
attending Omagh High School.
What year are you at school and what subjects are you studying?
I am currently in my final year at Omagh High School and I have loved every single minute of my time there. I am
studying Double Award Health and Social Care and ICT and I am currently sitting on 3As.
What do you hope to do next after you leave school?
When I leave school in June 2017, I plan to go to university and hopefully it will be the Ulster University of
Jordanstown to study Health Physiology. If that doesn't work out, or if it isn't meant to be, then I plan to take a
gap year and gain some work experience and do some travelling, either by myself, or perhaps apply for "Camp
America". Either way I will take life as it comes.
What do you like to do in your spare time?
In my spare time, i just love to chill out and watch films like any other typical teenager. I love to shop till I quite
literally drop and I enjoy going to work in my part time job in Primark, which is useful to fund the purchases I
make when I shop. I love to practise makeup and perfect my skills whether this be by watching Youtube or
watching mini tutorials on Snapchat. I am fascinated about what people can create. I also love to go away on day
trips and see new parts of Northern Ireland as well as going down south because there is so much to do and visit
in this beautiful country. I love spending time with my friends and family or just being in a large or small group of
people who I love and cherish and give me a sense of belonging.

Bible Class Christmas Outing
The annual Trinity and Gillygooley Bible Class outing took place on 26th
November 2016 and a good time was had by all. The trip was organized and led
by Beverley Fleming, Andy McKernan, James Patterson and Adele Donald. The
group met at the Tower Restaurant and travelled by bus to the Brunswick
Moviebowl in Londonderry for an evening of bowling, fun and a hard earned
meal afterwards at the café in the complex.
The evening was enjoyed by everyone and the young people would like to thank
all the leaders for making the trip possible.
This year the winners were Gillygooley's Jason King (117) winning the boys'
group and Karen King (74) winning the girls' group.
Tyler Donnell

L-R Luke McFarland,Scott McGrew, Henry Thompson
and Mark Fenwick

L-R George Donnell, Jason King, Karen King and
Matthew Hunter
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By a member of Gillygooley

“If you abide in my word, you are my disciples indeed, and you shall know the Truth, and the Truth shall make you
free” (John 8:31-32)
“Since you have heard about Jesus and have learned the truth that comes from him, throw off your old sinful
nature and your former way of life, which is corrupted by lust and deception. Instead, let the Spirit renew your
thoughts and attitudes. Put on your new nature, created to be like God — truly righteous and holy. So stop
telling lies. Let us tell our neighbours the truth, for we are all parts of the same body” (Ephesians 4:21-25).
The secret to personal change is not willpower, but to know and face the truth. You must know and face the truth
about yourself, your relationships, and your own nature if you want to change anything in your life.
Why is it necessary to learn the truth before anything can change in your life? Because behind every selfdefeating habit in your life is a lie that you believe. If you get into debt, it’s because you believed some lies like, “I
can spend and get away with it” or “I can always pay it back.” You might have overestimated how much you were
going to make, or you believed the lie that you needed a much bigger house.
But do you? Are you sure it’s the truth? Can you prove it’s the truth? Are you absolutely certain that what you
believe you’ve said about your finances is true? What about your relationships? What about the things you say to
yourself about yourself? Is the way you think about your past or about some event the truth, or is the truth what
God says about it?
The Bible teaches that personal change starts with truth. It is the truth that sets you free! The Apostle Paul says,
“Since you have heard about Jesus and have learned the truth that comes from him . . .” (Ephesians 4:21). Who is
the truth? Jesus, and because Jesus is the truth, he will always tell you the truth. His Word is the truth. The Bible
is his Word, and that means the Bible is truth (2 Timothy 3:16-17).
What you hear on television or read in books isn’t always going to help you, because it’s not always the truth. But
what God tells you is always going to be the truth. God’s Word shows you how to get back to the life you were
created to live, and then it shows you how to stay on God’s path.
This is why it is so important for you to have a daily quiet time in the Word of God: Change requires learning the
truth. As long as you build your life on a foundation of lies, misconceptions, deceptions, or half-truths, you will
never change. But when you face the truth and respond to the truth, you will begin to see change in your life.

Useful Contacts
If you require support or information regarding Gillygooley Presbyterian Church or Gillygooley Youth &
Community Development Association please contact the following:
Gillygooley Presbyterian Church - Rev. Robert Herron Tel: 8224 3776
Sunday School - Beverley Tel: 8224 7047
Gillygooley Youth & Community Development Association - Raymond Tel: 8283 1444
Gillygooley Youth Club - Raymond Tel: 8283 1444
Gillygooley 2nd Youth (50+ club) - Violet Tel: 8225 7814 / Robert Tel: 07564195322
Gillygooley Community Choir - Linda Tel: 07840996922
Gillygooley Community Alert - Fred Tel: 8224 2708
Eric Tel: 8224 6511
Gillygooley Walking Club -

Diane Tel: 8224 6553
Robert Tel: 07564195322

Gillygooley Pipe Band (piping and drumming lessons) - William Tel: 8224 8494
David Tel: 07754155390
Gillygooley LOL 339 - Raymond Tel: 8283 1444
Fairy Water Farmers Group - Mervyn Tel: 8283 1355
Gillygooley Primary School - Brenda Tel: 8224 2932
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TRINITY AND GILLYGOOLEY PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Leader Gladys Cuthbertson chaired the September meeting of the new session in the Wee Johnny Room. She
welcomed everyone and opened with a prayer. Gladys sympathised with those members who had suffered
bereavements during the summer. The Lord's Prayer was recited and the hymn “Onward Christian Soldiers” was
sung. Beatrice Alexander read a portion from the Bible.
Correspondence was received from 1st Castlederg, Dromore/Drumquin and
Mountjoy inviting our PW to various evenings in their halls. This session's theme is
“Inspirations” and Claire McElhinney gave a synopsis from PW Headquarters
regarding the amount of money raised last year for charity. A grand total of
£528,000 was the amount.
Irene Knox was elected as Treasurer – proposed by Dorothy King, seconded by
Hazel McCay. Gladys introduced the speaker for the evening, Mrs Marjorie
Bennett. Marjorie spoke about her mother's recipe book which was used during
the Second World War. The women cooked in the kitchen and fought against
hunger and disease at home as the menfolk were fighting on the battlefront. A
quiz then followed which Ruth Kerr won. Hazel McCay presented Mrs Bennett
with a small token of thanks (photo). The ladies served the supper.
In the October meeting Gladys Cuthbertson gave a warm welcome to those
present. Prayer followed for all those who were bereaved, for church ministries
and those serving in the province. The Lord's Prayer was said. The hymn “My hope
is built on nothing less” was sung and Beatrice Alexander read from the Bible.
Various invites were received from Edenderry MU, 2nd Castlederg and Omagh
High School. A letter of thanks was received from Mrs Marjorie Bennett and
Mission boxes were asked to be brought in.
Speaker Mrs Pauline Condy spoke on the theme “Trusting through Trials”. She
began with her testimony, a prayer and reading Psalm 91. Pauline gave a resume
of her life as a nurse, wife and mother. She told us that she had been diagnosed
with breast cancer in 2005 and 2008. She has been in remission for 7 years and is
thankful to God to be in this position. Pauline closed with prayer. A presentation was made to Pauline by Ellen
Fyffe (photo). Supper was served by the ladies.
Our November meeting was a visit to First Omagh and the speaker was Barbara Boyd who talked about “Sewing
through Life”. All our members enjoyed the outing and meeting old friends.
Gladys Cuthbertson presided at the December meeting which consisted of a Christmas Programme and Supper.
Hymns and their meanings was the topic. The meanings of the hymns used were read by the following readers:
Dorothy King, Caroline Hussey, Audrey McConnell, Hazel McCay, Ellen Fyffe, Irene McCauley, Claire McElhinney
and Beatrice Alexander.
The hymns were “O come, o come Emmanuel”, “Come thou
long expected Jesus”, “His name is wonderful”, “O come all
ye faithful”, “Hark the herald angels sing”, “Child in the
manger” and “Joy to the World”. Claire and Beatrice read a
dialogue about Jesus and how his birth has a relevance to
everyone on Earth. A prayer was then recited by Claire and
Beatrice.
A Christmas Quiz followed the winners being Amanda
Graham, Ellen Fyffe, Beatrice and Audrey. Gladys thanked
all those who helped and provided the delicious supper.
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Trinity Harvest
The annual Harvest service in Trinity was held on Sunday 16th October 2016 and the theme was Gratitude. It was
a packed church which was very well decorated by members of the congregation who picked a relevant harvest
hymn and then designed their own display based on that hymn. The choir sang ‘God be in my head’, ‘There’s a
wideness in God’s mercy’ and ‘Come, labour on’ and the hymns sung by all were ‘All creatures of our God and
King’, ‘Someone’s brought a loaf of bread’, ‘Praise God for the harvest of orchard and field’ and ‘We plough the
fields and scatter’. The photos show how well the church looked and how well the service was attended.

Come ye thankful people come by Robert and Hazel McCay
Someone's brought a loaf of bread by the Moore Family

We plough the fields and scatter by Kevin & Irene Lowry
For the beauty of the earth by Colin & Mavis Jardine

Cauliflowers fluffy by Sadie Clements
All things bright and beautiful by Wesley & Karen Atchison

I have seen the golden sunshine by Richard & Dawn
McClung

We plough the fields and scatter by Mitchell McKnight
6
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God whose farm is all creation by Adele and Amanda
Donald, Louise Magee and the Sunday School
God who made the earth by Benny McGeagh, Judith Kempston,
Betty Gallagher and Linda Hamilton

Now thank we all our God by Claire McElhinney and the
Choir

Yes God is good in earth and sky by Sam and Joyce Pollock

This is the day by Caroline Hussey, Sylvia McGrew and the P.W.

Members of the congregation admiring the work after
the service

A captive audience for the children’s address

The choir singing one of the hymns with Sheena on the piano
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Children’s Page
Noah
Read the story of Noah in Genesis 6 - 8
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Find the words in the grid above:
SHEM

HAM

JAPHETH

ARK

CREATURES

FLOOD

GOD

DOVE

RAVEN

SURFACE

MOUNTAINS

WIVES

EARTH
Reading left to right put the letters remaining in the spaces below ( John 8 Verse 32)

___

_____

_____

___

___

____

Please Note: We can only accept Primary School entrants
Name _______________________________ Age _______ Congregation ____________________
Please forward entries to Diane Mills, 46 Thornlea, Omagh, BT79 0EL no later than 4 weeks

after publication. If more than one entry is received from either church a draw will be made.
Please send in the whole page.
Last issue's winners: Trinity - None
Gillygooley - Emily Hemphill
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GILLYGOOLEY CHURCH CAROL SERVICE
The Annual Readings and Carols Service this year was held on the 18 December at 10am. The readers this year
were Harvey King, Frazer Caldwell, Rachel Graham, Tyler Donnell, Julieann Hemphill, Karen King, George Donnell
and Rev Herron. The Carols were led by the choir and accompanied by Sheena Herron, while the Junior Choir
accompanied by Amanda Graham sang 'The bells ring out at Christmas time' and 'The shepherd guards his sheep'.
The Service was brought to a close by Rev Herron. The Bible Class invited everyone for tea/coffee and mince pies
in the Hall after the service. The collection taken at the door raised £288 for the Presbyterian Children's Society.

Enjoying a cup of tea. L-R Margaret Hemphill, Irene
McCauley and Dorothy King

Serving the tea, Karen King &
Raymond McKinley

Tyler Donnell helping with the dishes

L-R Aaron, Alistair & Scott McKinley with Alison
Hemphill

L-R Desmond Scott, Karen Hannigan & Stanley Short

L-R George Donnell, Jason & Karen King
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Christmas Festivities at Gillygooley
This year Gillygooley Youth & Community Development Association kicked of the celebrations with their Annual
Evening of Christmas Floral Art & Craft Fayre on Wednesday 30th November in Gillygooley Orange Hall. The
demonstrator for the evening was Mr Austin Stronge. Once again the event was well supported with everyone
being treated to a mulled wine reception and tea, scones and shortbread during the interval. At the end of the
night a draw was made for the flower arrangements and a few other prizes donated by the stall holders who also
helped make the night a great success.

Prizewinners at the Christmas Floral Art evening with Mr Austin Stronge (Demonstrator)
On the afternoon of Saturday 3rd December the Community Christmas Party was held in Gillygooley Orange Hall.
With the mild weather being a factor, this was one of our largest Christmas Parties with numbers in excess of
100. Guests were welcomed with a wine reception followed by a delicious afternoon tea. Music on the day was
by Wee Tom, soloist Ivanna Wallace, not forgetting 'Linkbox Joe' who kept everyone entertained. Santa was also
in attendance to round off the proceedings.

Left: Santa doing his rounds with little helpers Emily & Julieann Hemphill
Right: Everyone ' stepping it out' on the dance floor
The festivities came to an end on Sunday 4th December after the Gillygooley Youth & Community Development
Association Service of Lessons and Carols in Gillygooley Presbyterian Church. Once again this annual service was
well supported. The Gillygooley Community Choir, accompanied by Margaret Hemphill, led the praise and sang
carols entitled 'Come All you Good People', 'O Come all you Children', 'Jesus Saviour Holy Child' and 'O Come and
join the dance'. Gillygooley Primary School sang two pieces entitled 'Because it’s Christmas' and 'Give your
Granny a Kiss'. The soloist was Ivanna Wallace who sang ' On a starry night'. The readers who read the lessons
were Gary McKinley, Jack Sterritt, Raymond Smyth, Jayne Baird, Roger King, Alison Hemphill, Jason King, Beatrice
Alexander and Raymond King. The offering totalling £600 was taken up by Lauren Hunter and Karen King in aid of
Care for Cancer - a local charity whose chairperson, Ivan Gilmore, had come along to give an outline of the work
they do in the community. The service was brought to a close by Raymond King who invited everyone to the
Orange Hall for tea/coffee and mince pies. (Photos are top of page 11)
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Gillygooley Community Choir with soloist Ivanna Wallace

Left: Readers who read the lessons. Right: Presentation of £600 cheque from Gillygooley Youth & Community
Development Association to Care for Cancer. L-R Linda Hunter (Secretary), Alison Hemphill (Treasurer) Ivan
Gilmore (Care for Cancer) and Raymond King (Chairperson)

2016 Sunday School Christmas Party
A Christmas party was held in Trinity church hall on Saturday afternoon, 3rd December for the children of Trinity
and Gillygooley Sunday Schools. The party, which was attended by over 20 children, was organised by Hazel
McCay. She was ably assisted by Hilary Scobie who did the cooking as well as helping Louise Magee to set out the
food and clearing up. The games were organised by Beverly Fleming, and John King while Drew Hamilton fulfilled
an invaluable role in the afternoon’s proceedings! Santa’s visit caused much excitement and the children sang
Christmas songs to herald his arrival. It was a most enjoyable afternoon and many thanks to all those who helped
to make the party a great success.

Jack Caldwell with Santa

Zoe Smyth with Santa
11
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Harvest Thanksgiving at Gillygooley
The Annual Harvest Service entitled 'Gratitude' took place on Sunday 16th October 2016. The church was filled to
capacity and tastefully decorated with flowers, fruit and vegetables. The Choir led the praise and sang a hymn
entitled 'For the fruits of his creation'. Bible readings were from Psalm 100 and Deuteronomy 26: 1-11.

Left: L-R Jean Creery and Wilma Porter admiring a flower arrangement
Middle: Caroline Speer (nee Scott) with Chloe, Emily and Ella
Right: Anne Moore sorting some fruit & vegetables

Left: Ivan Graham putting the finishing touches to his model farm
Middle: L -R Pansy & Beverley Fleming sorting out the arrangements at the door of the church
Right: L -R Jean Creery & Dorothy King with a display of fruit & vegetables

Record of Baptisms, Marriages and Deaths
(until 15 January 2017)

Baptisms in Trinity
18 Sep Joel William Creighton
4 Dec Alexander Douglas Knox

Marriages in Trinity
24 Sep
1 Oct

Anthony Kelly and
Lisel Henderson
Phillip Wong and
Rachel Hall

Marriages in Gillygooley
29 Dec

“Let the children come to me...”
(Mark 10:14)

Deaths in Trinity
25 Sep Roy Maguire
5 Jan Dorothy Somerville

Deaths in Gillygooley
29 Sep Mary Cooper

Richard Sayers and
Jemma Walker

“Love one another as I have loved you...”
(John 15:12)
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Boys Brigade Enrolment Service at First Omagh
Pictured below are the latest recruits who attended the Enrolment service at First Omagh Church Hall taken by
Rev. Jane Nelson.

Junior Section with Leaders Alison McConnell & Richard
Walker

Anchor Section with Leaders Joanne Hill & Chelsea
Johnston

The Boys Brigade also enjoyed a ‘Make Your Own Pizza Night’ with Mrs Claire McKernan

Company Section with leaders Matthew & Andy McKernan
13
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Christmas Carol Service in Trinity
Rev. Herron welcomed everyone to a service of readings and carols for Christmas on Sunday 18th December at
11.30am. The church was beautifully decorated and pre-service music was provided by Matthew Gilmour (cello)
and Joe Gilmour (piano).
Lessons were read by Rachel Patterson, Lucy Reid, Matthew Patterson, Jack Duncan, Kyle Johnston, Luke Mc
Farland, Mark Fenwick, Scott McGrew and Rev. Herron.
Lucy Reid sang a beautiful solo – Christmas isn’t Christmas and the Senior Choir, accompanied by Stanley
Matthews and Sheena Herron, sang three lovely pieces: In the Bleak Midwinter, Lully Lulla Lullay and The Carol of
the Magi.
Members of the Sunday School and Bible Class entertained the congregation with their version of the Nativity
story - The Little White Inn.
Innkeeper: Thomas Winters, Innkeeper’s wife: Emily Irwin, Mary: Ellen Winters, Joseph: Oscar Reid, King Herod:
Oliver Irwin, Guards: Adam and Michael Magee, Shepherds: Tom Bell, Megan Campion, Charlie Fenwick and
Alistair Bowes, Kings: Matthew McFarland, Jack Caldwell and Elliott Fenton, Angels: Maddison McGrew, Payton
Adams and Bethany Ferguson, Crowd: Louisa Ferguson, Sam Knox, Courtney Campion, Amelia Fenton and
Rebecca Reid.
Many thanks to Adele Donald, Hazel McCay, Yvonne Reid, Emily Buchanan, James Patterson and Gillian Moore for
assisting with the Nativity performance.
At the close of the service Rev. Herron thanked all those who had decorated the church and all those who had
taken part in the service, before wishing everyone a very happy Christmas.
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Looking towards
Easter 2017
Dates for your diary
Sunday, 9 April 2017
Palm Sunday Service

Friday, 14 April 2017
7.30 pm
Good Friday Service
in Gillygooley

Sunday, 15 April 2017
Easter Sunday
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
and
Reception of New Communicants

Florence is a former member of Trinity who now lives in
Lisburn. She sends her thanks for the beautiful bouquet of
flowers she received from Trinity and Gillygooley and for the
many cards and good wishes.

Anyone from Trinity who has an item they would like included in the magazine should contact either
Richard McClung, Tel: 8224 5150, Email: TrinityNews@knocksilla.plus.com or
Anne Parke, Tel: 8224 2598, Email: anne.parke@btinternet.com
Please include as much written detail as possible and use the full original photos in your articles!
Thank you to all who supply material or take photographs.
Remember, a full colour version is available on the Trinity Church website!
The provisional deadline for submission of articles for the next edition, which is due out in May 2017, is
Monday 17th April 2017.

Items for inclusion in next Gillygooley News should be sent to:
Diane Mills, Editor, Tel: 028 82246553. E-Mail: diane553@hotmail.co.uk
Trinity Presbyterian Church, Omagh: Registered Charity NIC105580
Gillygooley Presbyterian Church, Omagh: Registered Charity NIC105607
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