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The Rev William Henry, the 50-year-old minister
of Maze Presbyterian Church in Co. Antrim, is set
to become the youngest Moderator in living
memory. Rev Henry will be the 174th Moderator
since 1840 and the fifth to come from a Lisburn
congregation.
On 5th February 2019 Rev Henry received the
most votes from the 19 presbyteries and will be
formally elected Moderator by the Church’s
General Assembly in June 2019.
Reacting, Rev Henry said, “I am deeply honoured
to have been chosen in this manner, and thank
God for the opportunity to serve Him in a new way over the next year.”
Born in Belfast and brought up in Mallusk, County Antrim, Rev Henry attended Hyde
Park Presbyterian Church and went to Mallusk Primary School, before going on to Antrim
Grammar and Queen’s University, where he graduated with a Bachelor of Science in
Chemistry in 1990.
After graduating from Queen’s Mr Henry said that he followed “the leading and
prompting of the Holy Spirit,” which led him at age 22, to the Presbyterian Church’s Union
Theological College in Belfast and his theological studies.
Graduating in 1993 he was licensed in Hyde Park Presbyterian Church, his home
congregation, the same year and ordained assistant minister in Whiteabbey Presbyterian
Church in 1994. He was installed as minister of Maze Presbyterian in 1997.
Married to Nora, the father of three is looking forward to his year in office and being
used by God to bring encouragement to the wider church, particularly to the leadership
and younger ministers. “Recognising that I myself entered ministry at an early age, and
benefited from the assistance and advice from those older than me, I would now wish to
do the same for others.”
With a soft spot for DIY, Rev Henry also says that he ‘tinkers with technology’ and has
an active interest in all aspects of gadgets and devices. His greatest passion is travel
though he admits, “the destination is probably not the significant thing- it’s the time it
affords with family.” A keen reader of historical novels, he also relaxes by, in his own
words, ‘running slowly’.
Along with Rev Henry, Rev David Bruce, Secretary to PCI’s Council for Mission in Ireland,
Rev Albin Rankin of Stormont Presbyterian and Rev Mairisíne Stanfield of First
Presbyterian Church, Bangor were also nominated. They received the following votes:
Rev. William Henry: 11 votes: The Presbyteries of Armagh, Ballymena, North Belfast,
Coleraine & Limavady, Down, Iveagh, Newry, Omagh, Route, Templepatrick, Tyrone
Rev David Bruce: 4 votes: The Presbyteries of Derry & Donegal, Dromore, Dublin &
Munster, Monaghan
Rev Albin Rankin: 1 vote: The Presbytery of East Belfast
Rev Mairisíne Stanfield: 3 votes: Presbyteries of Ards, South Belfast, Carrickfergus
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Trinity Harvest Services
The annual Harvest service in Trinity was held on Sunday 21st October 2018.
There was a large congregation and the church was beautifully decorated with flowers, fruit and vegetables in
bright Autumn colours.
The choir, led by Stanley and accompanied by Sheena Herron and Keane Davison, sang three seasonal pieces; ‘All
things bright and beautiful’, ‘Back to the Church in the Wildwood’ and ‘Only God’.
Before pronouncing the Benediction, Rev. Herron thanked everyone who had created the Harvest displays and
those who had provided the music for the service.
There was also a Harvest Evening Service in Trinity. The Reverend Canon Derek Quinn from Cappagh and
Lislimnaghan churches took part in the service and delivered the sermon. Everyone was invited to supper in the
Church hall after the service (Photos opposite). Thank you to all who helped out!
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Gillygooley member honoured
James Anderson, a longstanding member of Gillygooley
Presbyterian Church was amongst those named in the
Queen’s New Year Honours list.
James has been the caretaker of Omagh County Primary
School for the last 32 years and is heavily involved with
the Parent Teacher Association. Despite a number of
previous health issues he is also involved in many fund
raising activities for the local Omagh Friends of Marie
Curie group.
James is looking forward to receiving his British Empire
Medal at a ceremony in Hillsborough Castle on April 1st
and following that he will be travelling to Buckingham
Palace at the end of May for a Garden Party reception for
the recipients.
We all pass on our congratulations and good wishes to
James on his well deserved honour.

Christmas with the Trinity choir
Here are a few photos which were taken at Trinity choir’s Christmas supper which was held on 13th December 2018
in the Trinity hall kitchen after the final practice before the Christmas carol service. The photos include those
members who kindly joined us for the carol service. Maybe it will inspire new members to join our ranks! (You don’t
have to read music, just enjoy singing together!! Everyone welcome!)
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Harvest at Gillygooley
Many thanks to those who supplied fruit, flowers and vegetables and to those who gathered to decorate the
church for our harvest service.

Wilma Porter and grandson
Archie

Rebecca Scott's grandchildren
and Archie King

Irene Brown with Archie

Rebecca Scott, Anne Moore and Jean Creary
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Dorothy King
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Omagh Music Society Concert in Trinity
On Sunday afternoon 2nd December, Trinity was the host venue for a very special concert when Omagh Music
Society and Friends presented Aurora’s Glow, a delightful seasonal concert of music and readings under the
direction of Stanley Matthews their new Musical Director along with accompanist Marion Haddow. The concert
itself was free and donations were given to support the work of Air Ambulance, NI. A grand total of £1455 was
realised for this most worthy of causes and a
cheque for this amount has recently been
presented to the McKinley family on their
behalf. Following the concert, everyone was
invited for light refreshments in the Church
Hall. The Music Society were absolutely
delighted with the facilities and hospitality
provided by the church. Wasn’t it great to see
the church being used for such an occasion –
no greater places exist in which to hold
musical events such as this; and whilst the
weather outside was wet and cold, inside
there was only bright sunshine!
Photos courtesy of the Tyrone Constitution.
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Readings and Carols for Christmas in Trinity
Rev. Herron welcomed everyone to a service of readings and carols on Sunday 16th December at 11.30am. The
church was beautifully decorated for Christmas and pre-service music was provided by Stanley Matthews
Louisa Ferguson began the service by reading a lovely poem ‘Let us travel to
Christmas’ and the choir led the singing of the opening hymn ‘Once in Royal
David’s City’, with soloist Heather Watson singing the first verse.
Lessons were read by Oliver Irwin, Henry Thompson, Lucy Reid, Thomas
Winters, Scott McGrew, Luke McFarland, Ellie Duncan, Rachel Patterson, and
Rev. Herron.
Lucy Reid sang a beautiful solo – ‘Rise Up Shepherd and Follow’ and the Senior
Choir, accompanied by Stanley Matthews, Sheena Herron and Keane Davison,
sang three beautiful pieces: ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’, ‘Listen Shepherds,
Listen’ and ‘Amen! Tell it on the Mountain’.
At the close of the service, Rev. Herron thanked all those who had decorated
the church and all those who had taken part in the service, before wishing
everyone a very happy Christmas.

Louisa Ferguson reading the poem
‘Let us travel to Christmas’

Oliver Irwin who read
Isaiah 9 v 2, 6, & 7

Lucy Reid who read Micah 5 v 2-4 and Thomas Winters who read
sang ‘Rise up shepherd and follow’
Luke 1 v 26-35
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Henry Thompson who read
Isaiah 52 v 7-10

Members of the Sunday School who
sang ‘Away in a manger’
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Ellie Duncan & Rachel Patterson who
read Matthew 2 v 1-11

Keane Davison on clarinet and
Sheena Herron on piano

The Senior Choir conducted by Stanley Matthews

St Eugene’s Band who attended the short Christmas day service in Trinity
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Carol Service at Gillygooley
The church was filled to capacity on Sunday 16th December 2018 for the annual service of lessons and carols. Rev
Herron welcomed all with the call to worship and a prayer. Additional readings were undertaken by Louie King,
Emily Hemphill, Aaron McKinley, Karen
King, Timothy Donnell, Rachel Graham
and Oliver King. The Junior Choir, trained
and accompanied by Amanda Graham,
sang two pieces entitled 'Come and
praise the Lord our King' and 'Glad music
fills the Christmas sky'. After the service
the Bible class invited the congregation
to the Orange Hall for morning tea and
mince pies with the opportunity to
donate to the Presbyterian Children's
Society. A generous offering of £440 was
received. The Bible class would like to
thank all those who supported this
The Junior choir with a ‘new recruit’!
worthy cause.

Zoe and Alyssa Smyth

Karen King, Timothy Donnell,
Andrew King and Julie Donnell do
the washing up

Oliver King keeping the kitchen in
order

John King with his mother Ethel and Jessica and Adam Fyffe with new
niece Louise
baby brother Luke

Robert Fyffe, Raymond King and
Ellen Fyffe

Desmond Scott and Robert Smyth

Rachel Graham and Helena Caldwell Rebecca and Alan Donnell with
take care of the pastries
Amanda and Rachel Graham
8

Issue 77

Trinity & Gillygooley News

February 2019

Wesley Atchison appointed Sheriff for Tyrone

Wesley at work as the Editor of the Tyrone Constitution. Photo courtesy of the Tyrone Constitution.
Wesley Atchison, an elder of Trinity Presbyterian Church, has said he was ‘humbled’ and ‘honoured’ to have been
appointed as the 2019 Sheriff for County Tyrone.
The Omagh native also said he was delighted, if somewhat surprised, to have been deemed worthy of the role.
That role includes being invited to greet members of the Royal Family or Heads of State if they visit Tyrone, and
receiving a High Court judge should they be presiding at a court in the county. Informally, the Sheriff may also
receive a range of invitations to social and ceremonial functions in the area. Wesley succeeds Omagh dentist, Barry
McGonigle, in the position.
Wesley explained that having initially been nominated for the post, he received a warrant of appointment signed
by the Secretary of State, on behalf of the Queen, ratifying his appointment for one year. There was also a
‘Declaration of Sheriff’ to be sworn before a Commissioner of Oaths.
Wesley has been on the staff of the Tyrone Constitution for approaching 45 years, having joined directly after
completing his A level studies at the then Portora Royal School in Enniskillen.
Born in Gillygooley on the outskirts of Omagh, he went to Gillygooley church when the minister was the Rev Harry
Pinkerton. He attended the local primary school until he was 10 when he moved to Drumbarron, Ederney, in
Co Fermanagh, where his parents, the late Thomas and Ethel Atchison, bought a general merchant’s business.
On his marriage Wesley returned to live in Omagh with his wife, Karen, who is principal of Cooley Primary School,
Sixmilecross. He also has a brother, Alan, who still lives in Co Fermanagh.
Away from the workplace, Wesley has been much involved in community activities throughout his life.
In his younger days he was an active member of the Young Farmers’ Clubs of Ulster with a keen interest in public
speaking, debating and drama activities. He held posts as Kesh YFC leader, county chairman and subsequently was
elected a vice-president of the overall NI organisation for three years. While living in Fermanagh, he was also much
involved in the organisation of the popular Kesh Carnival in its early years.
The new Sheriff is also a former president of Omagh Junior Chamber – having been awarded a Senatorship for
service to community projects with the organisation – and is a current council member and communications officer
with the Rotary Club of Omagh, again getting actively involved in its various charitable community projects.
Down through the years, he has also enjoyed being compere of various community, charity and church events.
“I can only say that it is a lovely honour which has been bestowed on me and I will endeavour to carry out the role
to the best of my ability,” Wesley said.
Her Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant for County Tyrone, Robert Scott, has extended his congratulations to the new
Sheriff and trusts he will enjoy his year in office.
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NOTES FROM THE CHRONICLES OF A CHOIRMASTER [Not Nadia]
So much music – so little time! You would think after over 40 years in the business
[I know this makes me sound like Lionel Blair or Danny La Rue or even Bruce Forsyth]
I would have had enough and be ready to put my feet up, but just when you think that
every possible combination of words and music has been written down and performed,
someone comes up with a different and even better way of assembling them and the
whole process starts off again! I suppose if I were to retire at some point I could become
an André Rieu groupie and go to his concerts all over the world! [are you trying to be
clever here? - if so you need to repeat the module – The Ed]
It was an eventful year for the choir and music in Trinity. Events since the last newsletter
were the Harvest and the Christmas period. The Harvest was to be one of those make or break situations for the
evening service. As it turned out it was well supported and everyone enjoyed a delicious Harvest supper and chat
in the hall afterwards. So I guess it has a stay of execution – hopefully it won’t fall into the Royal Arms syndrome
where people only really appreciate it after it is gone. The choir gave of their best and we were well supported by
a number of musical friends who have helped out before with the addition of Keith, Rachel, Grace and Jamie who
have connections with Carntall Presbyterian Church in Clogher. Three pieces were performed by the choir - All
things bright and beautiful, Only God and Back to the Church in the Wild Wood – which turned out to be a right
popular gospel hoedown with the congregation. I had a fairly easy station with these pieces as Sheena Herron
accompanied two and Keane Davison the other, both expertly on the ‘old Joanna’ – leaving me the easier job of
waving my arms around with aplomb like someone off the telly on the Last night of the Proms - although actually
doing very little. During the collection Keane and I had a little bit of fun playing piano duets.
Then came the Christmas Carol Service with the choir, again augmented by our good friends, working very hard to
sing three more individual pieces. There was the swinging - Amen, Go tell it on the mountain, the almost
symphonic-like O Little Town of Bethlehem [Think sacred version of Bohemian Rhapsody] and a classical-like piece
entitled Listen Shepherds Listen. Once again I was indebted to Sheena who accompanied two and Keane the other
as well as playing clarinet on the O little Town.
Quite a few moments of joviality were prompted as 3 of the above were composed by a Mary McDonald and it took
a while to clarify this was not the local politician but a highly respected American composer. During the singing
quite a few ‘settle down now’ could be heard. Boy did we laugh about it for several practices after. Next time, in
the interests of fairness, I will be looking for pieces whose composers only have the surname of Paisley!
We also managed to do a piece on Remembrance Sunday called Greater Love hath no Man by Anne Dudley. I came
across it in the new Poldark series and thought it might fit in well for the occasion, which I hope it did.
Final music note to be mentioned was our very own Lucy Reid singing a song cycle of spirituals to modern musical
settings by Richard Rodney Bennett over the 3 main Christmas services. We have a real musical talent maturing
here and the congregation and especially her family should be very proud to have her in our midst.
So a lot of excitement and positivity here, however we were also all very saddened at the loss of two major
personalities in the choir family during the year. In the spring we lost Roy Millar who has for many years been a
doyen in the music scene both in the church and the wider community – what a musical man, pianist and all round
entertainer. Later in August we also lost the wonderful singer and inspirational young woman Kyra McKinley – we
were so blessed in Trinity for the short time we had the pleasure of her company and incomparable talent. We will
remember them both fondly for the foreseeable future.
[What about the choir recruitment programme – how is it going? - The Ed].
Oh yes, thanks for reminding me. Actually it’s going quite well – we have recently added to our ranks - Janice,
Andrea, Irene and Brian, but I would still love to add even more, so if you are interested, let me know. Someone
asked are there any rules to be observed. Actually, as it is a voluntary choir, there are only two;
Rule 1- The organist is always right!
Rule 2 –In the event of the organist being wrong, refer to Rule 1.
Ok better sign off now or you will need a magnifying glass to see my image in the allotted space above. [Might that
not be a bad thing!? - the Ed]
Regards

Stanley
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1st Omagh Boys’ Brigade

Company section enrolment with Rev Jane Nelson, Rev
Robert Herron, Andrew McKernan, Matthew McKernan
and Richard Walker.

Remembrance Sunday - The Company section
marched to the cenotaph. Alex Hill and Tyler Donnell
laid a wreath with leaders Andrew McKernan, Joanne
Hill, Emma Fleming, Matthew McKernan and Richard
Walker.

Belfast Giants ice hockey trip with leaders Andrew
McKernan, Matthew McKernan, Richard Walker and
Joanne Hill.
9th Avenue Christmas Party with all of the leaders.

Company section drugs and alcohol awareness with
Constable Peter Thomson.

1st Omagh BB at the PSNI Station.
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Moderator visits Trinity & Gillygooley
On Sunday 20th January both congregations welcomed the Moderator of the General Assembly, the Right Rev
Charles McMullen and his wife Barbara. The Rev McMullen conducted worship in Gillygooley at 10.00 am and
Trinity at 11.30 am. In the evening, the Moderator was guest preacher at the annual Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity Service in St Columba's Church of Ireland.
The Rev McMullen described the day as 'A real homecoming to the town and churches where I grew up' and 'A
special and memorable Sunday'. During his visit he renewed acquaintances with many from his days in Omagh. At
both morning services his address to the children brought back memories (to the older generation!) of the late Rev
Harry Pinkerton's tales of 'Wee Johnny'. The message of the Moderator's sermon was encouragement for all to
grow in faith with childlike love for God.

Pictured on his visit to Trinity is the Moderator, the Right Rev Charles McMullan with Rev Herron and members of
Trinity’s Kirk Session. Photo courtesy of the Tyrone Constitution

Rev Herron welcomes the
Moderator and his wife to
Gillygooley.

Clerk of session Bill King and wife Dorothy
with the Moderator and his wife, Barbara,
at Gillygooley.
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The Moderator greeting Gertie
Short and Margaret Hemphill
at Gillygooley.
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Charles and Barbara receive gifts from the Rev Herron and Annette Moore, a former officer in the GB, in which
Barbara was an Explorer.

Record of Baptisms, Marriages and Deaths
(until 4th February 2019)

Baptisms in Trinity
23 Dec Emma Cate Patton

Marriages in Trinity
14 Sep

3 Feb Hugo Edison James
Colhoun Webb
6 Oct

Let the children come to me...”
(Mark 10:14)

Steven Spence
and
Diane Smyth

Deaths in Trinity
8 Oct John Black
12 Jan Peggy Graham

Colin Adams
and
Emma McMullin

“Love one another as I have loved you...”
(John 15:12)
13

“I am the resurrection and the life...”
(John 11:25)
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Additional Car Parking Space
Gillygooley Lodge recently purchased approximately 1 acre of land to the rear of the Orange Hall.
As this would be of benefit to the Church, as well as the Lodge, by providing the potential for additional car parking
space, the Church Committee agreed to make a substantial donation towards the purchase, subject to a guarantee
of access to and use of the land for car parking purposes into the future.
Plans have been drawn up for a car parking area but also include a children’s play area and recreational space.
Grant aid has been awarded for part of this work which will commence in due course.
To date, a portion of the car park has been prepared and this has already proved very useful during several events
at the hall.

Bible class outing
On Saturday 19th January 2019 the Bible classes from both Trinity and
Gillygooley enjoyed a trip to the Brunswick Superbowl in Londonderry. A
very enjoyable evening was had by all. The top scoring boys and girls were
Oliver King, Henry Thompson, Lauren Hunter and Karen King. Thanks go to
James, Andy and Beverley for accompanying the group.

Leaders Andy McKernan and James
Patterson with Luke McFarland, Henry
Thompson and Thomas Winters

Andrew and Harvey King, Oliver Irwin and Oliver King

Karen King, Julieann Hemphill, Lauren Hunter and Rachel Graham ready to bowl
14
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TRINITY AND GILLYGOOLEY PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Our first meeting of the new session was held on Tuesday 11th September 2018 at 8.00pm. Leader Gladys
Cuthbertson welcomed the members. Apologies were received from the following: Irene Lowry, Irene Knox, Joan
Cummins, Betty Gallagher, Caroline Hussey, Jean Rea, Sylvia McGrew, Amanda Graham, Joyce Smith, Jean Creery,
Ellen McConnell and Meta McFarland.
Gladys opened with prayer and the
Lord's Prayer was said. This year's
theme is “BEAUTIFUL” and a portion
was read from this pamphlet. The hymn
“In Christ there is no East or west” was
sung by the members.
Beatrice
Alexander read from Genesis Chapter 1
(Adam and Eve)
Gladys then introduced the speaker
for the evening, Mavis Jardine. The topic
was entitled “East meets West” when
the speaker's son Ashley and his bride
Krina were married in a four day
ceremony in London in August 2017. Mavis explained how the Hindu and Christian religions differ. “The whole time
we were in London we had wonderful food and enjoyed learning about the Hindu family. Hindus are very family
orientated and similar to the traditions practised here.” Photographs of the wedding were shown on the screen.
Hazel presented Mavis with a token of thanks and supper was served by the committee members.
Our October meeting was on Tuesday the 9th in the Wee
Johnny Room. Apologies from :Hazel McCay, Joan
Cummins, Betty Gallagher, Sylvia McGrew and Ellen
McConnell. Gladys welcomed everyone and especially
Heather McCracken (deaconess) from the Royal Victoria
Hospital (Belfast) as the speaker for the evening. Gladys
prayed and the Lord's Prayer was said by all. The hymn Go
labour on was sung . Speaker Heather McCracken was
introduced and she told the members about her life as a
deaconess in the hospital. She related stories regarding
patients who require reassurance before an operation or a
serious diagnosis. Heather hopes that with her assistance
she can be able to help them when in distress. Ellen gave
Heather a gift on behalf of the members. Supper was
provided by the ladies.
Visitors’ Night was held in First Omagh on 13th November. Our members were warmly welcomed by Margaret
Cummings (1st Omagh Leader). Prayers were said and a hymn was sung. Margaret introduced the speaker for the
evening Miss Diane Cusick. Diane works in Zambia in the Early Childhood programme. She helps to set up schools
to educate young children in their development. Diane organises her co-workers in the educational field.
Diane was on holiday from Zambia and while she was away, her home was broken into and ransacked. However
she is going back to Zambia to continue with her work with the children. Diane was presented with a token of
thanks by the members. Supper was served by the First Omagh ladies.
Our Christmas meeting was held on 11th December 2018. Apologies from Hazel McCay, Dorothy King, Ann
Patterson, Jean Creery, Jean Rea and Ellen McConnell. New member Janice was given a warm welcome. Leader
Gladys welcomed everyone to the meeting. Prayer followed. Family Resemblances was read out by Gladys and
comparisons made. A quiz involving types of fruit/sweets was distributed to the members to fill in and complete.
Readers of the different passages were Claire McElhinney, Irene Knox, Irene McCauley and Beatrice Alexander.
The following hymns and carols were sung: O, come all ye faithful, Child in a manger, While shepherds watched
their flocks by night, Angels from the realms of glory, accompanied by Claire on guitar and Mavis on piano.
Gladys thanked everyone for reading and wished all the members a happy Christmas and New Year. Supper was
provided by the committee.
15
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Looking towards Easter 2019
Dates for your diary
Sunday, 14 April 2019
Palm Sunday Service
Friday, 19 April 2019 @ 7.30 pm
Good Friday Service in Gillygooley
Sunday, 21 April 2019
Easter Sunday
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
and Reception of New Communicants

contributions from members
Anyone from Trinity who has an item they would like included in the magazine should contact either:
Richard McClung Tel: 028 8224 5150 Email: trinitynews@knocksilla.plus.com or
Anne Parke Tel: 028 8224 2598 Email: anne.parke@btinternet.com
Anyone from Gillygooley who has an item they would like included in the magazine should contact:
Sandra Magee Mob No: 079 9054 1966 Email: sandramagee1@yahoo.co.uk
Please include as much written detail as possible and send the full original photos in your articles!
Thank you to all who supply material or take photographs!
A colour version is also available on the Trinity Church website at www.trinitypresbyterianchurchomagh.co.uk
The deadline for submission of articles for the next edition, due out in June, is Monday 29th April 2019.

Trinity Presbyterian Church, Omagh: Registered Charity NIC105580
Gillygooley Presbyterian Church, Omagh: Registered Charity NIC105607
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